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		The Spring Semester in Review
The spring semester at Purchase College was marked by visible, concrete achievements in teaching, scholarship, creative practice, and public engagement. Across all schools, faculty, students, and alumni advanced the College’s mission through nationally recognized work, high-impact learning experiences, and deep connections to professional fields and community partners.
Faculty distinguished Purchase through specific scholarly and creative accomplishments. Humanities faculty published major books and essays, including Jessica Levy’s Black Power, Inc. (University of Pennsylvania Press) and Monica Ferrell’s poetry collection The Future, while Elise Lemire appeared as a featured scholar on the Ken Burns–produced PBS series Henry David Thoreau. Art+Design faculty mounted exhibitions at venues such as Bookstein Projects, Petzel Gallery, and Whetlab, and Dance and Theatre faculty performed and designed work for major companies and Broadway productions, with Conservatory of Theatre Arts faculty and alumna Jen Schriever recently earning a Tony nomination for her lighting design on The Lost Boys. These are just a few examples of faculty excellence. 
Experiential learning remained central to the Purchase academic experience. Students curated exhibitions and processed archives at the Neuberger Museum, worked in Einstein Corner and discipline-specific tutoring programs, completed internships for academic credit, and participated in professional productions, masterclasses, and workshops. Study abroad and global learning expanded with faculty-led programs in Italy, Benin, Turkey, Northern Ireland, and Honduras, and with exchange partnerships that brought students and faculty together from institutions in France, Austria, Japan, and Ireland.
Alumni engagement directly strengthened career readiness across disciplines. Alumni returned to campus as guest artists, instructors, mentors, and workshop leaders, including Grammy-winning Samara Joy, Oscar-winning film editor Andrew Buckman in Film & Media Studies, and Broadway professionals working with Theatre and Design/Technology students. Alumni success stories remain closely connected to student preparation at Purchase, with graduates advancing to top MFA and journalism programs, securing roles in media, arts, education, and public service, and returning to support students through mentoring and philanthropy. 
Purchase also strengthened its role as a cultural and intellectual hub. The Performing Arts Center hosted more than 100 events and welcomed over 19,000 visitors, generating significant revenue growth and expanding regional visibility. The Neuberger Museum engaged more than 1,300 K–12 students through guided tours and access programs, hosted major exhibitions such as Guerrilla Girls: Forty Years Ago, and expanded intergenerational programming for adult learners. 
Overall, the 2025–2026 academic year demonstrates the tangible strengths of Purchase College: faculty excellence evidenced through nationally visible work, students producing professional-level scholarship and creative practice, and alumni actively reinforcing career pathways. Together, these efforts position Purchase to continue delivering a rigorous, distinctive academic experience with lasting impact.
 
Library Leadership
Academic Affairs is pleased to announce that the Library will be led during the coming year by Greg Weiner and Carrie Martin, who will serve as interim co-managers. Their appointment ensures continuity, thoughtful stewardship, and strong leadership as the Library continues its work to serve our students and campus community. A search for a permanent Library Director will take place during the next academic year.

 
Taproot Fellows AY 26-27
Academic Affairs is pleased to announce the new TAPROOT Fellows for Academic Year 2027, whose innovative projects exemplify the grant’s mission to create collaborative, engaging curricula that integrate art and technology in the classroom. Together, these fellows will expand interdisciplinary learning opportunities, connect theory to creative practice, and provide students with hands on experiences that reflect emerging artistic and technological practices.
 
Sun Hee Kil - project establishes an immersive audio learning and production environment that positions spatial sound as an active creative element in contemporary performance, installation art, and media production. By integrating two Meyer Sound Galileo Galaxy 816 processors with Spacemap software and existing Meyer loudspeaker infrastructure, the project enables real time spatial audio, object based mixing, and interactive sound design without requiring new speakers. Students gain hands on experience with industry standard audio over IP workflows (AES67 and Dante) while developing skills in immersive storytelling, spatial composition, and interdisciplinary collaboration across theatre, dance, media art, and installation. The project prepares students for professional environments that demand multisensory, technology integrated design practices.
 
Rachel Dickstein - project is a cross divisional, design driven collaboration that brings together students from Theatre and Performance, Design/Technology, New Media, Art and Design, Film, and Dance to integrate technology and design thinking into performance making. Through coordinated coursework, rehearsal practices, and a Fall 2026 mainstage production (Deep Blue Sound by Abe Koogler), students will collaborate across disciplines to develop video, sound, and lighting as active creative partners in the process. Together, these efforts model an innovative approach to curriculum to production integration and foster hands on, interdisciplinary creative practice across divisions.
 
Lee Tusman and Joe McKay - will curate a twice monthly art and games workshop series that leverages the lab’s specialized equipment and creative resources. Workshops will be led by both in house practitioners and invited guest artists, designers, and scholars, and will introduce participants to experimental approaches to game making and play. Sample topics include: scanning physical objects into 3D game worlds, immersive sound-driven game design, visual novels using Ren’Py game engine, polemicl board games, how-to workshops, and game jams.

 
Faculty Pedagogy Fellows AY 26-27
The Faculty Pedagogy Fellows program is an initiative of the Office of the Provost, administered through the Teaching, Learning, and Technology Center under the leadership of Keith Landa, Director. We are grateful for the leadership and contributions of the inaugural Fellows, Jessica Carnevale and Jenny Uleman, whose work established a strong foundation for the program, and we look forward with enthusiasm to Yanine Hess and Brooke Singer as the new Fellows, who will build on this legacy by supporting faculty in developing and sustaining the high standard of teaching excellence our students deserve. 
 
Arts Access / General Education Working Group
The college regularly assesses our various general education offerings in relation to several variables including course availability and student success in achieving Student Learning Outcomes. Most recently, a working group focused attention on the Arts category (mandatory for all Purchase students) but also broadened its scope to consider the larger question of access to curricular and extra-curricular arts experiences, notably for students not enrolled in BFA or MusB programs. Findings are detailed in the working group's final summary report. 
Grant Opportunities
Please review our available Fellowship grant opportunities from M&Q and if you are interested in applying for these opportunities please contact Katherine King.
 
SUNY Academic Affairs Fellows Program
The call for applications for the four Academic Affairs Fellows Programs for the academic year 2026-2027 is now open: 
1. Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Social Justice Fellows (open to eligible faculty)
1. Civil Discourse and Civic Education and Engagement Fellows (open to eligible faculty and staff)
1. AI for the Public Good Fellows (open to eligible faculty, instructional designers, and librarians)
1. Sustainability Faculty Fellows (open to eligible faculty)
More information and applications are available on the Fellows Programs Application Portal. The deadline is June 8, 2026.

Academic Affairs is hosting an information session for the 2026-2027 fellows programs and application process on May 18th, 10-11am. Prospective applicants may join via the Zoom link.
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