FADE | N

I NT. GAS STATION - N GHT

Near the back of the store, JESS DAVIS, a young woman in her
early twenties, is restocking the beers in a snmall gas
station located in a dead towmn. She is the only one working
t oni ght.

The sound of a bell is heard throughout the store, causing
Jess to go to the front, where she finds JACK WLLIAM, an

el even year ol d boy.

JESS
(surprised)
Ch, hey
JACK
H

The boy keeps his head down as he di sappears into an aisle.
Jess shrugs, going behind the counter to check her phone when
she gets a call fromher friend LUCY

LUCY (O S.)
Hey! So you on your way yet?

JESS
You know we close at 12 Lucy, | got an
hour left.

LUCY (O S.)

So cl ose early!
Jess | ooks up, scanning the aisles quickly and noting

JESS
Lucy-

LUCY (O S.)
Conme on, it's ny last night here
before college and you're really gonna
spend it working??

JESS
Seriously Lucy, you think this is ny
choi ce?

LUCY (O S.)

Yeah, just like it was nmy choice to
open the bottle and drink half of the



JESS
Seriousl y?

LUCY (O S.)
Yes! Just close early like you have a
bunch of tines before and get over
here! Besides, there's a whole
blizzard outside right now, no one is
going to that store.

Jess | ooks out the window, noting the fresh, dense |ayer of
snow.

JESS
(whi spering)
Yea except this kid who just wal ked
in.
(beat)

Fuck it though you're right, "1l
close after | get himout. try not to
get too trashed w thout ne

LUCY (O S.)
Too late for that, see you soon!

Jess hangs up and sets her phone down. After a few m nutes of
silence, Jess |looks up to find the boy still browsing, but
not grabbi ng anything. Sighing, she makes her way towards the
back and continues restocking the beer silently, glancing at
the boy every once in a while

JESS
Hey, is there anything | can help you
find?
JACK
Ch um |1'mjust | ooking
JESS
Ok, just keep in mnd were closing
soon
JACK
(worri ed)
You are?
JESS

Yeah, especially with the blizzard
outside, wouldn't want to get stuck



out here.
Jack starts fidgeting with his hands.

JESS
Are you ok-

JACK
Do you have a bat hroon?

JESS
(gesturing)
Uh yeah it's right back there to the
right.

JACK
(nuttering)
Thanks

Jack doesn't spare a second before he nakes his way to the
bat hroom and cl oses the door.

EXT. PARKING LOT - N GHT

Jess stands by the door. G ancing around confirnms that there
are no cars not only in the parking ot but in the area. As
she gl ances | eft, she notices the bar, which has cl osed due
to the weat her.

She steps forward and wal ks further away fromthe store until
she is at the side of the road. She stops and | ooks at the
ground | eading fromwhere she is up to the store, noting the
only marks in the snow are her own and small feet. Jess then
turns, following the footprints with her eyes as they | ead
down the road only di sappearing when the road curves.

| NT. GAS STATION - N GHT

The ding is heard as Jess wal ks back into the store. A quick
gl ance to the bat hroom shows that the boy has still not left.
Jess nmakes her way towards the back of the store and
continues restocking until Jack wal ks out.

JESS
So you're here all by yoursel f?

Jack stiffens but continues to keep his head down, avoiding
eye contact.

JACK
|"mwaiting to get picked up.



JESS
You wal ked here all by yourself
t hough?

Jack shrugs, not wanting to talk nore.

JESS
(noddi ng)

(beat)
Do you maybe want to sit while you
wai t ?

Jack | ooks up at her for the first time, nodding furiously.
It's at this nonent that Jess notices a cut on his lip and

two bruises on his cheek. Remaining silent, Jess takes him
towards the front, bringing himinto the office by the side
of the counter.

JESS
Just meke yourself confortable,
al right?

Jack sits down.

JACK
Thank you.

JESS
"' m gonna go and finish stocking, but
"1l be right back. Just don't touch
anyt hi ng, ok?

Jack nods, and then Jess | eaves the room wal king to the back
of the store. She wal ks past the abandoned beer, going into
the stock roomand pulling out her phone. On it the tinme
reads 11:40. She continues to go through her phone until she
| ands on t he name SARAH MANAGER, hesitating for a nonent
before pressing the call button.

JESS
Hel | 0?

SARAH( O S.)
One of those punps better be on fire
if you're calling ne this late.

JESS
There's a kid here and he's all al one,
| think he wal ked here by hinself-



SARAH( Q. S.)
You' ve got to be kidding nme, this is
why you cal |l ed?

JESS
Sarah, it's like a blizzard out there
(beat)
And he's bruised up. I'mclosing right
now and he says he's getting picked up
but he's been here for a while now and
| don't think anyone is com ng.

SARAH( Q. S.)
Ok and what do you want ne to do about
it?

JESS
Well | was thinking because you live

closer to here than | do and because
ny shift is alnobst over and you're the
manager that maybe you could cone here
an-

SARAH( O S.)
If you think I'm|eaving nmy house in
this weat her over sonme kid you nust be
out of your mnd. Listen, you're there
to do your job so do it. If you want
to involve yourself in anything el se
that's your problem

Sarah hangs up and Jess sighs, frustrated. She |eaves the
stockroom going towards the coffee naker. She pours the
remai ni ng coffee for herself and makes a hot chocol at e,
grabbing a nuffin too before going into the office where Jack
is.

JESS
Here, you nust be cold after that walk
you nade.

Jack | ooks enbarrassed but quickly takes the itens from her
hands and begins to eat.

JACK
Thank you

JESS
No problem how about in return you
give ne a nane to work with?



JACK
Jack

JESS
Wl |l Jack, |1'm Jess.

He nods and silence falls over the room agai n.

JESS
(softly)
So do you know when they'l|l be here?

JACK
(shaki ng his head)
Who?
(beat)
Ch um yeah they shoul d be here soon,
i ke 30 m nutes.

JESS
Oh, we close in 20 mnutes. Is there
maybe someone you want to call and | et
t hem know? You coul d use ny phone if
you want ?

Jack tenses and Jess stays quiet, not wanting to push. After
a nonment, Jack interrupts the silence.

JACK
| just didn't want to be hone anynore

Jess nods her head as realization sets in.

JESS
No one is comng, are they?
JACK
No.
JESS
.
(beat)

| have to close down right now, but
"' mgoing to help you figure sonething
out, ok?

Jack nods, not saying anything. Jess once again goes towards
t he back of the store.

Jack's POV:



As Jack starts faintly hearing Jess talk on the phone, he
reaches into his pocket and pulls out an old torn photo. On
it is himand another woman, his nother. Both are smling.
Fromthe torn side there is only an armleft in the photo,
the rest of the body obviously torn off. Jack begins to

qui etly sob while huggi ng the photo.

JACK
| wish you were here.
Jess POV
Jess energes fromthe stockroom phone still to her ear as

she finishes her call with Lucy.

JESS
| just got off the phone with the
police, they're going to be here in
like 20 mnutes and then I'm goi ng
straight there, ok? Just try to |eave
sonmething for ne to drink.

Jess hangs up and then begi ns going through the store,
conpleting her closing routine. As she heads towards the door
to lock it, she notices a car com ng down the enpty road. It
stands out as being the only car she has seen in hours. Jess
stands there watching the car, surprised when she sees it
pull into her parking |ot.

Jess wal ks away fromthe door, continuing to sweep, until she
hears a knock. Looking over she sees a tall MAN standi ng
there, | ooking frantic.

JESS
|"msorry, we're closed.
MAN
Pl ease, |I'mlooking for ny son, have

you seen hin?

Rel i ef takes over Jess' features as she makes her way towards
t he door.

JESS
Oh ny god yes! I'mso glad you're
her e!

MAN
That's him

Jess turns around to see the boy, who has now |l eft the office



and peered around the corner to see the encounter. He stands
t here shaking, clearly frightened, and Jess notices his tear
st ai ned cheeks. Suddenly Jess deneanor changes, her relieved
expressi on changing with one of concern, and fear.

JESS
(sternly)
Jack, go back in the office NOW

Jack scurries back to the office and Jess | ooks back at the
man standi ng outside, clearly grow ng inpatient.

MAN
What are you doi ng!

The Man starts pulling on the door, his hands sl amm ng
agai nst the gl ass.

JESS
l"msorry sir, | called the police a
while ago and | don't think I should
open the door until they are here.

MAN
Way woul d you call the police?

JESS
A kid wal ked here conpl etely by
himself in a blizzard 30 m nutes
before closing wwth no where to go.

VAN
And that why I'mhere, to take his ass
hone.

JESS
|"msorry sir but | really don't think
| can-

MAN

Did he say sonething to you? That kid
is always going around and getting
hi msel f into troubl e!

JESS
It | ooks like he's been hurt.

MAN
That idiot fell down the stairs he
doesn't know how to keep still-



JESS
(interrupting)
Sir! | am not opening the door for
anyone until the police get here!

MAN
Fucki ng bitch!

The Man slanms on the glass one final tine before abandoning
his efforts to get in. He lights a cigarette and wal ks to his
car, not leaving. Frominside the store Jess can hear his
scream ng profanities. Quickly, she makes her way back to
Jack, who is now hunched in a corner on the floor with his
hands over his ears. Jess sits next to himand holds him

JESS
Help will be here soon Jack, just a
few nore m nutes.

JACK
Hel p?

JESS
The police are going to get here and
they're going to help you

Jack pulls away, seem ng even nore distraught than he once
was.

JACK
(scared)
Way woul d you call then?

Jess | ooks at himconfused for a nonent.

JESS
Because they're going to help you.

Jack stays silent. They sit there for a few nonents, until
the sound of a car pulling up can be heard. Jess stands up
and sees the famliar red and blue lights lighting up the

par ki ng | ot.

JESS
They're here

Jess wal ks to the door and sees OFFI CER ONE talking to the
Man. OFFI CER TWO approaches the store front, pronpting Jess
to unl ock the door



OFFI CER TWO
What's going on here? |I've got a dad

who says you won't |l et himsee his
ki d?

JESS

Well | called because this kid ran
away from home and came into ny store.
Fromwhat | can tell he wal ked a
di stance and he's pretty bruised up.

(beat)
He's clearly scared of his dad and he
told me he didn't want to be hone.

OFFI CER TWO
Can | see the kid?

10.

Jess brings himto Jack, who is now standi ng behind the

counter.
OFFI CER TVWO
Hey buddy, are you ok? You seema bit
cut up.
JACK
| just slipped.
JESS
Jack-
OFFI CER TWO

Thanks, don't worry we're going to
take it from here.

Jess hesitantly nods and continues to shut ever

yt hi ng down.

As she starts shutting down her register, Oficer Two
approaches the counter with Jack standing cl ose behind him

keepi ng his head down once agai n.

OFFI CER TWO
Thanks, we got everything we need,
were just gonna take Jack here to the
station.

JESS
O course
(addressi ng Jack)
And if you ever need ANYTHI NG you
know where to find ne.

Jack | ooks up one last tinme to neet Jess eyes.

H s eyes are



11.

filled wth tears as he quickly nods before | ooking back down
and then follow ng the officer outside. Jess watches as he
takes a seat in the back of the police car and Oficer Two
goes toward his partner and the nman, who are still talking.

She | ooks on in confusion as she sees the three of them

| aughing with one another, a stark contrast to the angry man
at her door. Suddenly the Man enters his car again and starts
it up while both officers walk back towards their car.

As he walks in front of the store, Jess opens the door.

JESS
| know it's not any of ny business,
but what's going to happen to Jack?

O ficer Two hesitates as he seens to be contenplating what to
tell Jess.

JESS
Pl ease tell nme something

OFFI CER TWO
VWll we're going to take themboth to
the station and file a report so this
can be further investigated.

JESS
But what's going to happen to him
toni ght ?

OFFI CER TWD

He's going to be released to his
father until we can gather further
evi dence.

JESS
(stressed)
But you can't, there has to be sone
other famly or sonething that he can
stay with. Hs dad is clearly the one
who is doing that to him what if he
gets hurt again?

OFFI CER TVWO
The kid says he fell and the dad
seened worri ed.

JESS
Ok and they're lying, you're telling
me that you actually believe that?
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OFFI CER TWO
Li sten, they don't have other famly
around here, they just noved.

(beat)
Besides, it doesn't matter what |
bel i eve, protocol is protocol. I'm

sorry but our hands are tied.

Wt hout another word, Oficer Two wal ks away and into his
car. Jess watches as the police pull out, followed by the
man. She shakes her head before shutting the door and turning
to the counter.

The sound of the register drawer closing is heard before Jess
grabs her coat, ready to | eave when she receives a phone
call.

LUCY (O S.)
(slurring)
Grl where have you been? |'m about to
open another one if you're not here in

five mnu-
JESS
(si ghing)
Fuck Lucy, | don't think I can make it
t oni ght .
LUCY (O S.)

VWhat! We've been planning this for
weeks, what do you nean?

JESS
It's that kid, he's in the position
he's in because | called the cops, |
need to do sonet hi ng.

LUCY (O S.)
What -

JESS
|"mgoing to the police station, |
| ove you and |I'm sorry about tonight,
"1l make it up to you in the norning
wi th breakfast, your hangover is gonna
need it anyways.

Jess hangs up w thout another word, now standing outside, and
turns the | ock before she gets into her car and | eaves.
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FADE OQUT



