 General Education Approval Form for EPC
It may be helpful to use this as a guide when thinking about how a particular course aligns with the new SUNY general education requirements and our Institutional Learning Outcomes. How will students achieve the general education student learning outcomes within the proposed course? This form can be used as your assessment plan when proposing a new course for gen ed. It will be reviewed at the end of the academic year the course is being offered, when you assess student progress within that particular course. 
Please send this form to your EPC school representative and EPC Chair at least two weeks in advance of an EPC meeting, to allow for consideration. For a course that you would like to propose for Fall 2027, you should submit for approval by the end of Fall 2026. For a course being offered in Spring 2028, you should submit for approval by Spring 2027. 

1.First Semester that Gen is course will be offered: 

2. Course Number, Title, # of credits:

3. Is the class currently offered under a Gen ED/knowledge and skill area? If so, please indicate which:

4. Does this course have Prerequisites or Corequisites? If so, please list:

[bookmark: _Hlk85814194]5. First semester the course may be used to satisfy the Gen Ed category:
6. Brief Catalog Description:


7. Please attach a detailed course syllabus (including SLOs) and any rubrics used in grading. For information on how to construct a syllabus see the faculty handbook. 


8.  Will the course fulfill one or more of the college’s Institutional Learning Outcomes? If so, please indicate below. 
___ Critical thinking skills, so that they are able to engage a lifelong building of knowledge through observation, reflection, curiosity, dialogue, and the evaluation and synthesis of information.
___Creative and expressive skills, so that they may propose innovative solutions to problems, and innovative manifestations of their own thoughts and feelings.
___Articulation skills, so that they are able to communicate their thoughts and choices clearly, carefully, and purposefully, to themselves and to others.
___Adeptness in multiple research methodologies and in multiple forms of literacy, so that they may further expand and enrich their appreciation of the complexity of our world, within and beyond college.
___A sensitivity to nuance, to traditional and non-traditional knowledges, and to ideas and experiences different from their own, so that they are able to bridge the gap between themselves and others, and between the local and global, while advocating for the importance of diversity in all its manifestations.
___A commitment to the planet and to the welfare and equity of all of its peoples, by respecting the sanctity of the environment and by using the United Nations’ 17 interconnected Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as a framework for understanding the larger impact of their actions and decisions, so that they may actively engage in building a world that measurably promotes equity, inclusivity, and sustainability.

9. Indicate below which revised or new Gen Ed Category (Core Knowledge Area or Competency) is proposed for this course—note the accompanying Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) below. A course can satisfy multiple knowledge areas and competencies, but every single SLO for each category must clearly be satisfied within the particular course. 

___Diversity: Equity, Inclusion, and Social Justice (required)
Students will:
· describe the historical and contemporary societal factors that shape the development of individual and group identity involving race, class, and gender
· analyze the role that complex networks of social structures and systems play in the creation and perpetuation of the dynamics of power, privilege, oppression, and opportunity; and 
·  apply the principles of rights, access, equity, and autonomous participation to past, current, or future social justice action

Guidance: Campuses may expand on the definition of individual and group identity to include additional aspects of diversity. However, consistent with SUNY Seamless Transfer policy, if a sending institution certifies that a student has completed the Diversity: Equity, Inclusion and Social Justice requirement, the receiving institution must accept that this SUNY general education requirement is satisfied. As called for in the Board of Trustees’ resolution, SUNY System Administration will work with campuses to ensure faculty have the training and resources to support the teaching and learning needs in this category.

____Mathematics (and Quantitative Reasoning) (required)
Students will demonstrate mathematical skills and quantitative reasoning, including the ability to:
· interpret and draw inferences from appropriate mathematical models such as formulas, graphs, tables, or schematics; 
· represent mathematical information symbolically, visually, numerically, or verbally as appropriate; 
·  employ quantitative methods such as arithmetic, algebra, geometry, or statistics to solve problems.
Guidance: N.B.: Campuses may approve liberal arts and sciences courses outside the disciplinary area of Mathematics (e.g., courses in statistics, computer science, data science, formal/symbolic logic, etc.) for this required category, provided the student learning outcomes for Mathematics (and Quantitative Reasoning) are met within the course. Remedial courses are not acceptable within this category; nor shall students place out of this SUNY GE requirement by high scores on Regents and/or SAT (or similar) exams.


____ Natural Sciences and Scientific Reasoning: (required)

Students will demonstrate: 
· understanding of the methods scientists use to explore natural phenomena, including observation, hypothesis development, measurement and data collection, experimentation, evaluation of evidence, and employment of mathematical analysis; and 
· application of scientific data, concepts, and models in one of the natural (or physical) sciences.

Guidance: N.B.: The required Knowledge and Skills Area of Natural Science (and Scientific Reasoning) is included in SUNY GE to be consistent with the Middle States general education requirement for Scientific Reasoning. During the policy development process, overwhelming feedback from SUNY campuses indicated that many courses in the social sciences (and possibly other disciplines) include scientific reasoning in their learning outcomes. For this reason, campuses have the latitude to approve a social science course or courses in other disciplines for this category, if the learning outcomes for the course include demonstrating scientific reasoning applied to the respective disciplinary area(s), as described in the student learning outcomes. For courses in the traditional natural science disciplines (e.g., chemistry, biology, physics, etc.) the inclusion of a laboratory component, though highly desirable, is not necessary for campus approval. However, because many majors (e.g., in STEM- and health-related fields) require college-level laboratory science, including for transfer, students must be advised to select courses appropriate to the current and/or planned program of study and educational goals.

____ The Arts (required)
Students will: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk102657650]demonstrate an understanding of at least one principal form of artistic expression and the creative process inherent therein.
[bookmark: _Hlk102657671]Guidance: Both performance-oriented and scholarly/historical offerings in the expressive arts are approvable for this category. When considering performance-oriented courses for approval in the SUNY GE Arts category, campuses should include courses that engage students in the creative process directly while also fostering broader understanding of the principal form of artistic expression (e.g., appreciation, theory, history, aesthetic principles). Standard scholarly histories of the arts are approvable in both the Humanities and Arts categories.

Students Choose 2 gen ed courses from the remaining categories: 

____Humanities 
SLOs: Students will
• demonstrate knowledge of the conventions and methods of at least one of the humanities; and
• recognize and analyze nuance and complexity of meaning through critical reflections on text, visual images, or artifacts.

Guidance:
This category does not specify a particular humanities discipline or approach. Consistent with the intention to maintain splitting the Arts and Humanities into two separate categories, “performance” courses would generally not be approvable in this category unless supported by 
documentation that they include a preponderance of scholarly humanistic study. Standard scholarly histories of the arts are approvable in both the Humanities and Arts categories.

____ US History and Civic Engagement 
Students will: 
· demonstrate understanding of United States’ society and/or history, including the diversity of individuals and communities that make up the nation;
· understand the role of individual participation in US communities and government; and 
· apply historical and contemporary evidence to draw, support, or verify conclusions.
Guidance: In addition to providing information about the connection of the United States’ past to its present, approvable courses in this category will focus on the role of individuals within communities, and developing civic understanding and other skills for engaging in the dynamics of the diverse and pluralistic society which comprises the public life of the United States

____ Social Sciences
Students will:
· describe major concepts and theories of at least one discipline in the social sciences; and
· demonstrate an understanding of the methods social scientists use to explore social phenomena.

Guidance: 
Campuses are encouraged to approve courses that include a comprehensive introduction to a social science discipline. For inter- or multi-disciplinary courses (e.g., women’s studies or the social science portions of integrated curricula), or courses that otherwise fall outside the envelope of traditional social science disciplines, course descriptions and syllabi shall demonstrate clearly: 
• that they teach understanding of social science methodologies; 
• which discipline(s) in the social sciences they draw on for concepts and theories; and 
• that the majority of the text(s) used fall clearly within the social sciences.

____ World History and Global Awareness 
Students will: 
· demonstrate knowledge of a broad outline of world history and/or the development of the distinctive features of at least one civilization or culture in relation to other regions of the world; and 
· demonstrate an understanding of the structures, systems, and interrelationships among civilizations and cultures within historical and/or contemporary contexts, and their impact on wellbeing and sustainability
Guidance: Courses on specialized topics or periods are approvable so long as the materials demonstrate that the primary focus of the course relates to larger developments of world history. The core of the course must be central to world history and global awareness, and the treatment of that core placed in broader cultural perspective so that students gain an acquaintance with world history and not just specialized knowledge of one narrowly defined topic.

____World Languages: 
Students will demonstrate: 
· basic proficiency in the understanding and use of a foreign language; and 
· knowledge of the distinctive features of culture(s) associated with the language they are studying.
Guidance:  The first college semester, or above, of a world language constitutes an approvable course in this category. American Sign Language courses are also approvable for SUNY GE World Languages.

Assessment Plan
What activities (projects, presentations, papers, tests, written assignments, etc.) will be used to measure/assess student success in each SLO in this course? Please map this out in the chart below and be as specific as possible in describing how a particular assignment will be measuring a certain learning outcome or knowledge and skill area you want students to demonstrate having learned by completing that activity.
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