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Greetings from the President

On behalf of the Purchase College 
community, I am honored to welcome 
students, families, friends, faculty, 
staff, and alumni to our commencement 
ceremony.

While we cannot be together in person 
for the ceremony, it does not diminish the 
meaning of this milestone.

Today, we celebrate our students’ academic 
and artistic success, and honor their 
resilience, which helped them arrive at this 
moment. Today, we look forward to their 
future with hope and pride. 

The graduating class of 2021 includes 
scholars, artists, performers, scientists, 
journalists, athletes, activists, peer 
mentors, and leaders. They have spent their 
academic careers delving deep into their 
studies, discovering new ways of thinking, 
and engaging with their work with an 
intellectual and creative curiosity that will 
serve them for a lifetime. They have asked 
probing questions of themselves, their 
professors, and of each other. They have 
studied, experimented, performed, and 
created new art and new scholarship. They 
have worked to create a world that is more 
sustainable, compassionate, equitable, and 
just, advocating for the causes closest to 
their hearts. 

They have succeeded despite extraordinary 
challenges that have affected virtually 
every aspect of their lives and the lives of 
their loved ones. We’re immensely proud 
of their monumental achievements in the 
face of unprecedented hurdles and their 
steadfast commitment to their studies, 
their peers, their families, and their 
communities.

To our graduates: we are honored to 
welcome you to the distinguished ranks of 
our alumni. You have made your mark on 
our campus community, which will inspire 
future generations of Purchase students. 

Over the past five decades, Purchase 
College alumni have made significant 
achievements across nearly every field, 
from journalism, literature, and film, 
to the performing and visual arts, to 
public service, the sciences, technology, 
education, and beyond. We look forward to 
following your careers and celebrating your 
successes for many years to come. 

While the world has changed in many ways 
since you began your college career, I am 
confident that your experiences, skills, 
flexibility, and innovative thinking will help 
you find your way and forge new paths, 
including those you may not have even 
envisioned yet. We’re grateful to have been 
a part of your journey and hope that you 
will continue to stay engaged with your 
peers and your alma mater. 

Congratulations again on behalf of the 
administration, faculty, and staff. We wish 
you all the best on your future endeavors. 

Dr. Milagros (Milly) Peña 
President  
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To the Purchase College Graduating  
Class of 2021:

Living through a pandemic is likely not how 
you expected to finish your last semesters 
at Purchase, nor how you expected to start 
your life after college. Major milestone 
celebrations over the 13 months have 
been postponed, cancelled, or modified, 
including commencements. I know this 
is not the ideal outcome after years of 
hard work and studying, but this does not 
diminish your tremendous accomplishment. 
Despite all the challenges thrown at you 
and having your senior year of college 
unceremoniously turned upside-down, you 
persevered to earn your degree.  

Although we were not able to celebrate 
your graduation with all the normal pomp 
and circumstance it so rightfully deserves, 
let it be known that we are all so proud 
of the Class of 2021—the persistence, 
determination, and grit you have shown to 
complete your studies amidst a number of 
obstacles is exemplary. 

As you look toward the future, know 
your SUNY education has prepared you 
to succeed in whatever you put your 
mind to—whether it be furthering your 
education or joining the workforce. The 
#ProofofPurchase class of 2021 will 
continue the SUNY legacy of changing the 
world no matter where you go, and I look 
forward to seeing all that you accomplish.

On behalf of everyone at SUNY, I extend my 
heartfelt congratulations to you and your 
fellow 2021 graduates. You make us proud. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Malatras
Chancellor

Greetings from the Chancellor
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Greetings from the 
Alumni Association President
On behalf of the more than 27,000 
worldwide alumni of Purchase College, and 
the Purchase College Alumni Association, 
I welcome you, Class of 2021, to this 49th 
Annual Commencement. 

It has been an honor to serve as president 
of the Purchase College Alumni 
Association. The primary mission of the 
Alumni Association is to increase alumni 
engagement and foster fellowship between 
alumni and Purchase College. I am honored 
to lead our Board of Directors as we 
continue to reach out and connect with 
fellow alumni and work in collaboration, 
towards strengthening the legacy of our 
alma mater. 

To the year that was 2020, followed by 
an optimistic return towards normality in 
2021, your resilience to adversity shined 
the brightest. I had the great pleasure of 
getting to know many of you in-person and 
virtually over the past few years in different 
capacities. You should all be proud to be 
members of the Class of 2021. Every one 
of you belongs to an extraordinary group 
filled with bright, innovative, and talented 
individuals. Your awareness of the world, 
self, and ability to connect with others will 
serve you well as you transition into our 
alumni family. 

Eleven years removed from my very own 
commencement, the core mission of 
Purchase College remains intact. From its 
inception, Purchase College was created 
to be unique. Fusing liberal arts and 
world class conservatory programs allows 
students to “think wide open.” The level 
of discourse and involvement, artistic 
expression, and ideas that float around 
campus create a special experience for all of 
us at Purchase College.  

The Purchase College Alumni Association 
offers a lifelong opportunity to ally yourself  
with fellow alum, campus staff and faculty, 

as well as high-ranking SUNY decision 
makers. Year-round, we host a range of 
career networking receptions, cultural 
alumni programming, and reunions.  I urge 
you to stay engaged with Purchase; you will 
benefit from taking full advantage of the 
great programs and events that the Alumni 
Association continues to sponsor. 

Your continued support of Purchase College 
is essential, and I hope you will join me in 
fulfilling our obligation to give back to our 
alma mater. Together, we can ensure that 
students of tomorrow, regardless of their 
academic or personal background, have 
access to a Purchase education and a bright 
future. Perhaps in the future, you, or your 
employer through a matching gift program, 
will choose to support the Purchase Make 
an Impact Fund, which provides emergency 
assistance to those in need, ensuring that 
no student forgoes textbooks, misses 
class, or is unable to respond to a family 
emergency because they cannot afford 
transportation costs.

On behalf of all of your fellow alumni, 
congratulations, Class of 2021, you are 
officially the newest members of the 
Purchase College Alumni Association.  
As our newest alumni, you become 
representatives of Purchase College–you 
are truly “Proof of Purchase.” The tenacity 
and dedication you summoned to complete 
your degree during these past two 
extremely challenging years will serve you 
well as you launch into your next chapter. 
I wish you all the best in your future 
endeavors, and I hope to meet many of you 
at future alumni events.

Kevin V. Collymore ‘10
President, Purchase College Alumni 
Association
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Greetings from the  
Purchase College Council
To the Outstanding Class of 2021: 

The College Council applauds your 
achievements and the attainment of this 
significant milestone for you and your 
families. We are delighted to join all your 
well-wishers, from family to faculty, staff, 
and alumni, in this celebration of your 
scholarship and accomplishments.

You have had the opportunity to study 
in a unique academic environment where 
interdisciplinary learning links the arts to 
the humanities, natural and social sciences, 
and film and new media. You have learned 
from a faculty and staff who are deeply 
committed to your success. We join the 
entire campus community in its confidence 
that you will take leadership roles in 
whatever you choose to do after you leave 
Purchase. 

We encourage you to cherish all the 
experiences you have had and all the 
relationships that you made at Purchase as 
you embark on the next stage of your life. 
Whether the next step is graduate school, 
the stage, the studio, the classroom, 
the lab or the boardroom, you should 
feel confident that Purchase College has 
prepared you well. 

We all have thoroughly enjoyed your work, 
performances, and achievements during 
your time at Purchase College. You are a 
wonderfully creative class, and it has been 
very rewarding to watch you mature as 
students, actors, performers, athletes, 
and artists. Our campus has been greatly 
enriched by your presence, and we are 
confident that you will similarly enrich the 
communities you join after you leave this 
campus.

You are now Purchase alumni, but you will 
always be a part of the Purchase family. 

Congratulations and best wishes for success 
in all your future endeavors. 

With admiration for all of your achievements,

Dennis E. Glazer, Chairman
The Purchase College Council
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Order of Exercises

Opening Remarks

Milagros Peña
President, Purchase College

National Anthem
Samara McLendon '21
Accompanied by Pete Malinverni '00 MM
Associate Professor of Jazz Studies

Conferral of Honorary 
Degree and Remarks 
to the Graduates
Lynn Nottage

Introduction of 
Distinguished Alumni

Kevin V. Collymore '10
President, Purchase College 
Alumni Association

Presentation of the 
President’s Award for 
Distinguished Alumni

Denise Roberts Hurlin '84
Janette Yarwood '96

Brick Holder
Caleb Dowden '21

Senior Class Speaker
Michelle Dieguez '21

Introduction of the 
Class of 2021

Barry Pearson, Provost
Faculty Mace, Marshals, and Directors

Conferring of Degrees
President Peña

View Virtual Commencement
Please go to purchase.edu/commencement

School of Art+Design
Arts Management
Conservatory of Dance
School of Film and Media Studies
School of Humanities
Liberal Studies
Conservatory of Music
School of Natural and Social Sciences
Conservatory of Theatre Arts

Jim Malatras
Chancellor, State University of New York

Kathy Hochul
Lieutenant Governor of New York
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Ceremony Participants
Milagros (Milly) Peña    
President

Samara McLendon '21
National Anthem Singer
Conservatory of Music, Jazz Studies 
Ella Fitzgerald Scholar

Charles E. Schumer
US Senator for New York and Senate 
Majority Leader

Lynn Nottage  
SUNY Honorary Degree Recipient,  
Doctor of Fine Arts  

Kevin V. Collymore '10
President, Purchase College Alumni 
Association 

Denise Roberts Hurlin '84
President’s Award for Distinguished Alumni

Janette Yarwood '96  
President’s Award for Distinguished Alumni

Barry Pearson
Provost and Vice President for Academic 
Affairs and Interim Vice President for 
Enrollment Management

Connie Lobur
Mace Carrier
Associate Professor of Political Science
School of Natural and Social Sciences

Warren Lehrer
Faculty Marshal
Professor of Graphic Design 
School of Art+Design

Lenora Champagne 
Faculty Marshal 
Professor of Theatre and Performance
Conservatory of Theatre Arts
Lecturer in Playwriting
School of Film and Media Studies 

Caleb Dowden '21
Brick Holder
Dance Performance

Michelle Dieguez '21
Senior Class Speaker 
Literature, Theatre and Performance minor

CONSERVATORY AND SCHOOL 
INTRODUCTIONS

Christopher Robbins
Director, School of Art+Design
Associate Professor of Art+Design

Maria Guralnik
Department Chair, Arts Management 
Assistant Professor of Practice in Arts 
Management and Entrepreneurship 

Nelly van Bommel Zelniker '04 MFA
Director, Conservatory of Dance
Professor of Dance

Paula Halperin
Director, School of Film and Media Studies
Associate Professor of Cinema Studies and 
History

Aviva Taubenfeld
Director, School of Humanities
Associate Professor of Literature and Writing  

Ross Daly
Interim Director, Liberal Studies 
Associate Professor of Journalism 

Jenny Undercofler
Director, Conservatory of Music
Associate Professor of Practice in Music

Rudolf Gaudi 
Director, School of Natural and Social 
Sciences
Professor of Anthropology

Jack Tamburri
Interim Director, Conservatory of Theatre Arts
Visiting Assistant Professor of Theatre Arts
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College Leadership
Dennis E. Glazer
Chair, Purchase College Council

Nicholas Astor ‘22
President, Purchase College Student 
Government 
Member, Purchase College Council

Lucille Werlinich
Chair, Purchase College Foundation

Michelle Ifill 
Vice Chair, Trustee, Purchase College 
Foundation 

David M. Fleisher ‘75
Vice Chair, Trustee, Purchase College 
Foundation

William Klingenstein
Secretary, Trustee, Purchase College 
Foundation

Judith Riggs
Treasurer, Trustee, Purchase College 
Foundation

Judy Nolan
Chief Financial Officer
Vice President for Operations

Patricia Bice '85
Interim Vice President for Student Affairs 

Peggy Luy
Interim Vice President for Institutional 
Advancement and Interim
Executive Director of the Purchase College 
Foundation and Charitable Entities

Kathleen Farrell
Chief Human Resources Officer

Jerima DeWese
Chief Diversity Officer/Affirmative Action 
Officer
Title IX Coordinator

Dayton Tucker 
Chief of Police, Purchase College 
New York State University Police 

Anne Kern
Dean for Global Strategy and International 
Programs and Director, Center for 
Engagement
Associate Professor of Film and Cinema 
Studies

Gregory Taylor
Associate Provost for Academic Affairs  

Shane Seaman
Interim Dean of Enrollment Management 
Executive Director of Marketing and 
Communications 

Jennifer Shingelo
Director of Student Support and Academic 
Achievement

Kelly Jackson 
Director, School of Continuing Education 

Tracy Fitzpatrick
Director, Neuberger Museum of Art 
Interim Managing Director Performing  
Arts Center
Associate Professor of Art History

Mustafa Sakarya
Director, Purchase College Library

Keith Landa
Director of the Teaching,
Learning and Technology Center
Associate Librarian
Vice President/Secretary, SUNY University 
Faculty Senate  

Barbara Moore 
Director of Institutional Research, Planning 
and Assessment
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College Leadership

Ryan Taylor  
University Faculty Senator 
Associate Professor of Environmental 
Studies

Dan Hanessian '90 MFA
Faculty Presiding Officer
Chair, Purchase College Senate
Associate Professor of Theatre Design/
Technology

Sheli Taylor 
President, Professional Staff Council 
Accounts Payable Manager, Purchase 
College Foundation and Charitable Entities

Joseph Germani 
Chapter President, United University 
Professions 
Assistant for Instructional Technology, 
Campus Technology Services

(cont.)
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You are an internationally renowned, award-winning playwright, screen-
writer, librettist, producer, podcaster, and professor. You are the first, 
and still, the only woman in history to win two Pulitzer Prizes for Drama, 
for Ruined in 2009 and Sweat in 2017. Like many of our students, you 
are a native New Yorker, born in Brooklyn, and a graduate of LaGuardia 
High School in New York City, where you wrote your first full length play 
about an African-American Shakespeare company traveling through the 
south.

You are a graduate of Brown University and The Yale School of Drama, where you received 
your master’s degree. You are the recipient of a MacArthur Genius Grant Fellowship, a 
Guggenheim Fellowship, numerous awards including OBIE, Drama Desk, and Lucille Lortel 
awards, and in 2017 the Tony Award nomination for Best Play and you won the Evening 
Standard Theatre Award (the Tony equivalent in the UK) in 2019 for your play Sweat. TIME 
magazine named you one of the 100 Most Influential People of 2019.

With your newest work on pause due to the pandemic, you continue to expand your craft 
turning your 2003 play Intimate Apparel into an opera at Lincoln Center. And you have  
written the book for the musical adaptation of the novel The Secret Life of Bees, as well as 
the book for a new musical about Michael Jackson, MJ, to be staged on Broadway at the Neil 
Simon Theatre in Fall 2021. 

Your work addresses themes that delve into the lives of the disenfranchised; characters  
who are often poor, white and black, and working class. Your formidable and inspiring  
characters illuminate and instruct, often enduring agony and hardship and through your 
prose they reveal and transform themselves and the audience alike. You give voice to the 
voiceless, laying bare social and political struggles. And here, at Purchase College, your 
work has inspired, challenged, and informed our students, professors, and audiences.  
You have shown them the path for using values and empathy in their efforts to confront 
injustices, artistically and intellectually.

In recognition of your outstanding contributions to art and culture and to expanding the 
important conversations of our time, the State University of New York is pleased to bestow 
upon you the degree of Doctor of Fine Arts, honoris causa. Purchase College, The State  
University of New York May 21, 2021.

Honorary Degree
Lynn Nottage
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President’s Award for  
Distinguished Alumni

Denise Roberts Hurlin '84, 
whereas, you received a 
BFA in Dance as a member 
of the Purchase College 
Class of 1984, and in your 
senior year you received 
the President’s Award 
for Achievement from 
then President Sheldon 
Grebstein.  

Whereas, inspired by your participation 
in a Purchase Dance Company production 
of Cloven Kingdom by the iconic American 
choreographer and modern dancer Paul 
Taylor, you continued to expand your 
education at The Taylor School, where you 
met David Parsons; 

Whereas, in 1987 you joined the newly 
formed Parsons Dance as a founding member, 
performing worldwide and set David Parson’s 
work on the Purchase Dance Company as well 
as the Netherlands Dans Theatre. 

Whereas, in 1989 you joined Paul Taylor 
Dance Company where you danced the leads 
in numerous Taylor classics and originated 
roles in Taylor’s Company B, Field of Grass, 
and Speaking in Tongues, the Emmy® 
award winning film for PBS/WNET Dance 
in America. For your artistry with Paul 
Taylor Dance Company, you were named 
outstanding performer of 1994 by New York 
dance historian and critic Joan Acocella.

Whereas, in 1991, in response to the 
AIDS epidemic impacting so many of your 
colleagues in the dance community, you 
co-founded Dancers Responding to AIDS 
(DRA) in collaboration with fellow Paul Taylor 
Dance Company dancer and Purchase alum 
Hernando Cortez ’85.  

Whereas, in 1993, DRA became a program 
of Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS, 
one of the nation’s leading industry-based, 
nonprofit AIDS fundraising and grant-making 
organizations.

Whereas, DRA and Broadway Cares has raised 
more than $300 million, awarding grants that 
serve those in the performing arts nationwide 
as well as groceries and medication, health 
care, and hope for people in all 50 states, 
Puerto Rico, and Washington, D.C. providing 
essential support to more than 470 AIDS 
and family service organizations on the front 
lines, ensuring that those in need get the help 
they deserve. 

Whereas, as Founding Director, under your 
leadership DRA has produced more than 150 
events, including the renowned, annual Fire 
Island Dance Festival, which since it began 
in 1995 has premiered over 60 new works 
featuring world class celebrated dancers and 
choreographers from every genre.  

Whereas, you inspire the next generation of 
young dancers to use their art for the greater 
good by producing, for over 15 years, the 
Stars of Tomorrow…Giving Back Today young 
dancer DRA benefit, here at The Performing 
Arts Center’s Concert Hall, annually bringing 
together over 300 dancers from tri-state area 
schools to perform and fundraise for those in 
need, as well as advising Dance Conservatory 
students for Purchase Cares presented at the 
Dance Lab Theater.

Whereas, you have made numerous 
contributions to your alma mater, working 
with the next generation of dancers, selflessly 
committed to your art form and your 
community, as an activist and humanitarian 
in the spirit of Purchase College’s Think Wide 
Open philosophy, 

Now therefore do I, Dr. Milagros Peña, 
President, on behalf of the alumni, faculty, 
students, and staff of Purchase College, State 
University of New York, proudly recognize

Denise Roberts Hurlin

Recipient of the Purchase College President’s 
Award for Distinguished Alumni 
Presented on this the 21st of May, 2021
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President’s Award for  
Distinguished Alumni

Janette Yarwood '96, 
PhD, whereas, you 
received your Bachelor 
of Arts in Anthropology 
as a member of the 
Purchase College Class 
of 1996; continuing 
your education at the 
Graduate Center, City 
University of New York, 
earning a Master’s in 

Philosophy and a Doctoral degree in Cultural 
Anthropology.

Whereas, you credit your experience as an 
Educational Opportunity Program (EOP) 
student and an Anthropology class in your 
first year at Purchase as two key motivating 
factors, enabling you to envision a future 
immersed in the study of other cultures and 
work that took you to distant lands. 

Whereas, you are the recipient of numerous 
fellowships including the Fulbright and 
National Science Foundation; you have 
written extensively on Africa, including 
developing policies writing legislation, 
and evaluating programs; in 2018 you 
were honored by The Diversity in National 
Security Network coalition and New America 
organization for your excellence and thought 
leadership on national security and foreign 
policy.

Whereas, you began your career as a 
Research Staff Member at the Institute for 
Defense Analyses Africa Program, where 
you honed your policy development and 
research skills focused on US foreign policy 
and national security issues related to Sub-
Saharan Africa, while building relationships 
in the foreign policy community.

Whereas, your expertise on Sub-Saharan 
Africa led you to the U.S. Department of 
State’s Foreign Service Institute as chair of 
Sub-Saharan Africa area studies from 2015-
2017, developing and designing curriculum, 

and teaching U.S. diplomats heading to 
posts in Africa, and evaluating policies, 
procedures, and programs.

Whereas, you then moved to the U.S. House 
of Representatives as the Staff Director 
for the House Subcommittee on Africa, 
Global Health, Global Human Rights, and 
International organizations, a subcommittee 
of the House Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
working under Subcommittee Chair Karen 
Bass, congresswoman from California, 
where you were responsible for launching a 
foreign policy agenda, drafting legislation, 
and conducting oversight missions for the 
committee chair. 

Whereas, today you serve in the Biden/
Harris Administration as the Senior Advisor 
to the Assistant Secretary of African Affairs, 
returning to the U.S. Department of State, 
leading strategic initiatives that articulate 
U.S. policy priorities for the 49 countries in 
Sub-Saharan Africa and the African Union.

Whereas, although you have traveled 
extensively and work in Washington D.C., 
you have always found time to return to your 
alma mater, serving as an inspiration to the 
next generation of SUNY, EOP and Purchase 
students whose interests in Anthropology, 
Political Science, and Global Education draw 
them to your presentations on campus. 
Your career and contributions are a brilliant 
example of public service we are proud to 
acknowledge.

Now therefore do I, Dr. Milagros Peña,  
President, on behalf of the alumni, faculty, 
students, and staff of Purchase College, 
State University of New York proudly 
recognize

Janette Yarwood, PhD

Recipient of the Purchase College President’s 
Award for Distinguished Alumni 
Presented on this the 21st of May, 2021
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Honorary Degree Recipients

1982 Roy R. Neuberger Doctor of Fine Arts

1983 Peter R. Marler Doctor of Science 
 Toni Morrison Doctor of Humane Letters

1985 Elliott Carter Doctor of Music

1986 Joseph Papp Doctor of Fine Arts 
 George Rickey Doctor of Fine Arts

1987 Harry Belafonte Doctor of Fine Arts 
 William Woodside Doctor of Humane Letters

1988 Paul Taylor Doctor of Fine Arts

1989 Robert L. Heilbroner Doctor of Humane Letters 
 Cynthia Ozick Doctor of Humane Letters

1990 Hal Prince Doctor of Fine Arts

1991 Joseph Nanven Garba Doctor of Laws 
 Donald M. Kendall Doctor of Humane Letters 
 Rose Styron Doctor of Humane Letters

1992 H. Jack Geiger Doctor of Science 
 George Segal Doctor of Fine Arts

1993 Sandra Cisneros Doctor of Letters 
 Martha Hill Doctor of Fine Arts

1994 William Styron Doctor of Letters

1995 Henry Louis Gates Jr. Doctor of Letters 
 Earl G. Graves Doctor of Humane Letters 
 Cynthia Gregory Doctor of Fine Arts

1997 Edward Albee Doctor of Letters 
 L. Erlenmeyer-Kimling Doctor of Science 
 Frederic V. Salerno Doctor of Humane Letters

1998 Chuck Close '84 Doctor of Fine Arts 
 Wesley Snipes Doctor of Fine Arts

1999 Paul Gottlieb Doctor of Humane Letters

2000 Robert Rubin  Doctor of Humane Letters

It is the tradition of the academy to honor individuals of preeminence, influence, and service 
within their chosen fields, the Honorary Doctorate, awarded by the Board of Trustees of 
the State University as a whole, recognizes individuals for a significant body of life’s work, 
unparalleled accomplishments, and/or generous and sustained service to society.
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Honorary Degree Recipients
2001 James Earl Jones Doctor of Fine Arts

2002 Judith Jamison Doctor of Fine Arts 
 Joseph Volpe  Doctor of Humane Letters

2003 Cora Cahan Doctor of Humane Letters 
 Timothy John Russert Doctor of Humane Letters 
 Robert Scholes Doctor of Letters

2004 Billy Collins Doctor of Letters 
 Clark Terry Doctor of Music 
 Joan M. Weill Doctor of Humane Letters
 
2005 Santo Loquasto Doctor of Fine Arts 
 Carl Safina '77 Doctor of Science

2006 Allan E. Goodman Doctor of Humane Letters 
 Carmen De Lavallade Doctor of Fine Arts

2007 Tania León Doctor of Music 
 Joyce Randolph Doctor of Fine Arts

2008 Tony Kushner     Doctor of Letters 
 Jeffrey D. Sachs Doctor of Science

2009 Dianne Mcintyre     Doctor of Fine Arts 
 Frederick Wiseman Doctor of Fine Arts

2010 Philip Bosco     Doctor of Fine Arts

2011 Alfredo Jaar     Doctor of Fine Arts 
 Evelyn Fox Keller Doctor of Science

2012 Elizabeth J. McCormack Doctor of Humane Letters 
 Aaron Benjamin Sorkin Doctor of Fine Arts

2013 Eric Foner Doctor of Humane Letters

2014 Amy Goodman Doctor of Humane Letters 
 John Zorn Doctor of Music

2015 David Henry Hwang Doctor of Fine Arts 
 Indra Krishnamurthy Nooyi  Doctor of Humane Letters 
 Debora Lynn Spar Doctor of Humane Letters 

2016 Katherine L. Vockins Doctor of Humane Letters 

2017 Barbaralee Diamonstein-Spielvogel Doctor of Arts 
 David N. Dinkins  Doctor of Laws
 Holland Cotter Doctor of Letters

2019 Fred Douglas Wilson '76 Doctor of Fine Arts 
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President's Award for 
Distinguished Alumni Recipients

2005 Jill Bargonetti-Chavarria ’85 (Biology)
 Fred Wilson ’76 (Visual Arts)
 
2006 Harvey Wang ’77 (Visual Arts and Anthropology)

2007 Doug Varone ’78 (Dance)
 Adam Nagourney ’77 (Economics)

2008 Dwayne Croft ’83 (Music)
 Jeremy Gerard ’77 (Literature)

2009 Donald Margulies ’76 (Visual Arts)
 Chris Wedge ’81 (Film) 

2010 Terese Capucilli ’78 (Dance)
 Michael Powell ’78  (History)

2011 Susie Essman ’77 (Urban Studies)
 Jon Kessler ’80 (Visual Arts) 
 
2012 John Ambroseo ’83 (Chemistry)
 Ivan Menchell ’83 (Drama Studies)

2013 Gregory Crewdson ’85 (Culture and Society)
 Jessica Hentoff  ’77 (Sociology) 

2014 Jodi Long ’76 (Theatre Arts)
 Peter Powchik ’79 (Chemistry)

2015 Kyle Abraham ’00 (Dance)  

2016 Stephen Vitiello ’86 (Literature)

2017 Regina Spektor ’01 (Music)
 
2018 Jay Olcutt Sanders '76 (Theatre Arts)
 Latrice Monique Walker, Esq. '01 (Sociology and Political Science)

2019 Ina Mayhew '81 (Theatre Design)

2020 Adotei Akwei '84 ( Political Science and Economics)

The Purchase College President’s Award for Distinguished Alumni marks the occasion of a 
maturing institution and honors distinguished alumni whose demonstrated excellence and 
significant contributions within their chosen fields reflect on the quality of their educational 
experience at Purchase College. We are confident that our alumni—poised as they are for roles of 
major influence and contribution—will continue to emerge worthy of these awards.
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Student Stoles

International Graduates

Purchase College is committed to celebrating its interconnectedness with the world and 
learning across borders. This year, there are 16 international graduates representing their 
countries at Commencement: China, Germany, Hong Kong, Israel, Japan, South Korea, 
Macau, Russia, Taiwan, Tunisia, and United Kingdom.

In addition to traditional academic regalia, students may wear different colored stoles, or 
sashes, to signify affiliation with various groups at the college. 
  

PURPLE: PSGA (Purchase Student Government Association) Leadership

TEAL:  Resident Assistant

PINK:  Orientation Leader

YELLOW:  Admissions Ambassador

BLUE:  EOP/MAP (Educational Opportunity Program/Merit Access Program)

WHITE:  Athletics
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Senior Class Speaker and 
Ceremonial Brick and Mace
Senior Class Speaker
A Commencement tradition, the senior class speaker is chosen to reflect the graduating class 
experience and represents the very best of Purchase College. A panel of faculty and staff 
members review applications and choose the senior class speaker on how well they represent 
the ideals and values of Purchase College.

Ceremonial Brick
The Brick Holder ceremony is one of our fondest traditions. First given to a student at 
the 1998 freshman orientation program, this brick is now awarded to a graduating senior 
who has made an outstanding contribution to the quality of student life throughout their 
Purchase tenure. By “returning” the brick, the values of leadership, service, involvement, and 
positive change are gifted forward to the next class of graduates. 

Ceremonial Mace
The mace, traditionally a staff made of metal or wood, has been used in ceremonial occasions 
since the 14th century by European universities as a symbol of university scholarship.
 
In 2003, President Thomas Schwarz asked faculty members Dennis FitzGerald and Eric 
Wildrick to create a ceremonial mace for Purchase College.

The head of the Purchase College ceremonial mace is a bronze and stainless steel form 
that represents the “The Flame of Knowledge.” The stainless steel core of the “flame” is 
surrounded by six elements, representing each of the six constituencies of the college: 
Students, Faculty, Staff, Alumni, Administration, and Community.
   
The flame form is attached to a shaft of locally sourced walnut, a wood that symbolizes growth 
and nourishment.
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Senior Class Speaker and  
Ceremonial Brick Holder
Senior Class Speaker
Michelle Dieguez ’21

Michelle Dieguez majored in literature with a minor in theatre and performance. She hails 
from Yonkers, NY and transferred to Purchase in 2018.  During her time here, she was a lead 
admissions ambassador, the social media manager for the School of Humanities, a student 
orientation leader (SOL), and a member of the Varsity Women’s Tennis team.

In the fall, Dieguez will be pursuing a master’s at New York University, while working in 
theatre.

When asked why she auditioned for senior class speaker, Dieguez wrote, “I just really 
enjoyed being a student at Purchase College. From the moment I stepped onto campus, I 
was accepted into the college community with open arms, giving me the space to explore my 
interests, make connections, pursue internships, and most importantly be myself. I feel very 
connected with the senior class; graduating with them and leaving Purchase feels like I am 
leaving behind my family and my home.”

Brick Holder
Caleb Dowden ’21
 
Caleb Dowden is graduating from the Conservatory of Dance. A native New Orleanian, 
Dowden fell in love with dance at the age of three. During her four years as a student in 
the Conservatory of Dance at Purchase College, she has had the opportunity to perform 
contemporary works by Maiya Redding and Rena Bulter as well as classic 20th century work 
by José Limon and Martha Graham.

Dowden studied abroad in Benin, West Africa and Taipei, Taiwan. She earned a Fulbright 
Fellowship to journey back to Benin to reclaim through movement African history that has 
been lost due to slavery.

Dowden is the chair of Student Advisory Board for Global Education. She is the recipient of 
SUNY's highest honor, the Chancellor’s Award for Student Excellence, and SUNY's Thayer 
Fellowship, as well as the 2021 President’s Award for Achievement–Conservatory of Dance, 
and Student Affairs Award for Outstanding Contribution to the Quality of Student Life.
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Chancellor’s Award for 
Student Excellence
Caleb Dowden
Dance

Fulbright Award
William Byram
Fulbright Trinity Laban Award in Dance, 
United Kingdom

Caleb Dowden 
Fulbright Study Research Award 
in the Creative/Performing Arts, Benin, 
West Africa 

Thayer Fellowship in the Arts
Caleb Dowden
Dance

Michael Gilroy
Creative Writing

Debora Martinez
Sculpture

President’s Award for 
Achievement
Caleb Dowden
Conservatory of Dance

Alicia McMillan
Conservatory of Music

Natalie Morrow
Conservatory of Theatre Arts

Agustina Markez
School of Art+Design

Anastasia Goldberg
School of Film and Media Studies

Winifred Richards-Consigny
School of Humanities

Patricia Dalarme Kennedy
School of Liberal Studies 

Elizabeth Bardwill-Lugones
School of Natural and Social Sciences

Scott Adam Johnston
Arts Management

Katelyn Daher
Abbott Kaplan Award 

Veronica Ryzio
Abbott Kaplan Award

Gabriella R. Rosen
Martine G. Mauro-Wade 
Technos International Prize for Outstanding 
Academic Performance 
and Commitment to the Cause of 
International Understanding

School of Art+Design

OUTSTANDING SENIOR AWARDS

Abigayle Pusz
Interdisciplinary Studies

Benjamin Eden Carter
Painting and Drawing

Wesley DeJesus
Photography

Isabel Paredes
Printmaking

Isaiah Rivera
Printmaking

Samuel Chen
Sculpture

Nikita Gotov
Graphic Design
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Lara Young
BSVA

Christine Kim
Outstanding MFA Recognition Award

Arts Management
Grace Azcona
Jandon Business of the Arts Student 
Achievement Award

Conservatory of Dance
Imani Gaudin-County
Bert Terborgh Award

Avery Casasanta 
Outstanding Senior in Dance 

Shadden Hashem
Outstanding Senior in Dance 

Raven Marsh
Outstanding Senior in Dance 

YuChin (Kiki) Tseng
Outstanding Senior in Dance
 

School of Film and  
Media Studies

OUTSTANDING SENIOR AWARD

Sarah Siano
Outstanding Senior Award for  
Media Studies

Egor Subbotin
Outstanding Senior Award for Film

Jack Dickinson
Outstanding Senior Award for Playwriting 
and Screenwriting

Sophia Goode
Outstanding Senior Award for New Media 

Julia Reeder
Hali Traina
Outstanding Senior Award for Cinema 
Studies 

Emily Park
Elayne R. Rubinoff Film Award

Jahleel Hills
Anastasia Goldberg
Jesse Feigelman Film Award

Viktor Zoeller
Chelsea Muscat
Saul Turrell Film Award

Emily Kaye
Miriam Arsham Film Award

School of Humanities
Eleanor Morrison
Bell Chevigny Award for Feminist Studies in 
Humanities

Skye Saunders
Dina Reutershan Epstein Memorial Award 

Winifred Richards-Consigny
Friends of Humanities/American Society of 
Poets Prize

Gabrielle Bohrman
Gertrude Halpern Friends of Humanities 
Scholarship

Therese Biazon
Mason Martinez
Ginny Wray Prize in Fiction 

Lianna Lazaros
Channa Goldman
Ginny Wray Prize in Poetry 

Emily Czerwinski
Jack Wilson Prize for the Study of American 
Literature
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Synovia Roberts
James Greenwood Prize for the Best  
Senior Project

Malachai Marzolf 
Eleanor Morrison
Nicholas Motmans
James and Alice Greenwood Prize in 
Philosophy 

Lianna Samoyedny
Peter Keller Memorial Prize in European 
History 

Samuel Kaye
Lituchy & Wiesenberg Prize for the Best 
Essay in Humanities

Alison Adams
MA Prize in Art History, Criticism & Theory

Oscar Garcia
Michael O’Loughlin Memorial Award

Marcia Hunt 
Kaitlyn Fikaris
Mike McNickle Journalism Award

Gabrielle Bohrman
Peter Keller Journalism Award

Martin Drob
Richard Alan Sarnoff Memorial Award in 
Jewish Studies

George Vince
Richard Maass Prize in American History 

Thomas Sclafani
Robert M. Stein Prize for Excellence in 
Literary Studies

Daniela Hirsch 
Ronnie Scharfman Award for Diaspora 
Studies in the Humanities

Rebecca Ribeiro
MA Prize in Art History –  
Neuberger Fellowship

Julia Somme
Art History Prize

School of Liberal Studies
Arielle Joselson
Liberal Studies Award for Achievement

Carmen Arias-Urena
Liberal Studies Award for Achievement

Conservatory of Music

OUTSTANDING SENIOR AWARDS

Frank Scoca
Music and Technology

Martine Mauro-Wade
Jazz Studies

Jamonica Warren
Classical Studies

Robert Liebold
Music Academics

OUTSTANDING GRADUATE AWARDS

Rachel Nicolazzo
Music and Technology

Joshua Carter
Jazz Studies

Lucy Tarantino
Classical Studies

Kieran McAuliffe
Music Academics

School of Humanities (cont.)
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School of Natural and  
Social Sciences
Jennifer Paulino
The Irene P. Goldring Award for 
Achievement

Darlis Juvino
The Gloria Roth Award for Excellence in 
Science

Allison Knox
Melissa Rothstein
NSS Service Award

OUTSTANDING SENIOR AWARDS

Robert Cornal
Anthropology

Gaige Brandon
Biochemistry

Maheli Salazar
Chemistry

Emma Keogan
Economics

Tiffani Rushford
Environmental Studies

Keyanna Pizarro
Mathematics/Computer Science

Jamonica Warren
Political Science

Christina Thrasher
Psychology

Diane Puello
Sociology

Conservatory of Theatre Arts

OUTSTANDING SENIOR AWARDS

Cecillia Koueth
Acting

Jeanna DiPaolo
Theatre Design/Technology

Kai DonDero
Theatre and Performance

Cecillia Koueth
Christopher Gorman Memorial Award

Awards For Distinguished 
Achievement and Service

STUDENT AFFAIRS

Caleb Dowden
Vice President for Student Affairs and 
Enrollment Management Award for 
Outstanding Contribution to Quality of 
Student Life

Purchase College Student 
Government Association
Writers Club
Outstanding Club/Organization

Purchase Phoenix
Outstanding Service

The Category is Resiliency
Outstanding Program/Event

Mina Bunch
The Purchase Student Government Award

Sara Atlassi
Outstanding Service to the Purchase 
Community 

Tim Bosco
Outstanding Senator Award

Caitlin Twomey
Outstanding Purchase College Staff 
Member

Malachai Marzolf
Outstanding Employee of the PSGA
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Degree Candidates
Listed on the following pages are all degree candidates from Purchase College, State 
University of New York, who are eligible for the awarding of appropriate degrees and honors 
upon completion of prescribed work.

This does not constitute the official list of those who will receive honors. Official 
determinations regarding honors designations will be made at the time of degree conferral.

C = Cum Laude    M = Magna Cum Laude    S = Summa Cum Laude    * = January 2021

School of 
Art+Design

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS

Paige Avery Aaronson
Unique Sariah Acevedo (C)
Stephanie Rose Alifano (M)
Ashley A Allen
Kelly Annice Allen (C)
Alexander Scott Atkinson
Lee Anne Atkinson (C)
Sebastian Alexander Bass
Durell Nieme Baxter
Saida Madison Jasmin Blair
Victoria Rose Bongiovanni
Mina Sarita Bunch
Gabriella Lee Carnevale (C)
Benjamin Eden Carter (S)
Sam Cervini (C)
Samuel Zuxing Chen (M)
Nancy Ann Cobban (C)
Katelyn Alexandra Daher (S)
Wesley De Jesus Bruno
Raquelle J DeCicco (M)
Jason Andrew Doherty
Jahvaughn Christopher Dyer
Jasmine Nicole Everett
Catherine Marie Fabrizio (C)*
Judy Feng (C)
Sage Valkyrie Finkle
Stephen Henry Galarneau (C)*
Beth A Garramone-Ross (S)*
Sophia Garry
Sergio Andreas Georghiou

Nikita Gotov (C)
Lauryn Elizabeth Grady
Leila Annabel Green*
Preston Guthrie Halpern
Richard Amir Hood*
Kaspar John Horsfield (C)
Phillip Walter HoSang III (C)
Jordan Trung Huynh
Lauren Elizabeth Improte (M)
Jody Beth Inderwies (C)
Bo Kallen
Alyssa Justine Karnatz (C)
Jasper Maxwell Kesin
Granit Krasniqi (M)
Augusta Frances Leopold*
Madison Lewis (C)
Mola Liu
Benjamin Lojacono*
Avery Elizabeth Looney
Jakob Schlesinger Lorenzo
Jennifer Lucero
Marianna Mamak (C)
Colleen Theresa Maria (S)
Iyania Sunshine Martin
Malachai Jude Marzolf (M)
Regina Danielle McClain*
Eamon McGee
Katherine Michelle Molina
Alyssa Rose Monte (M)
Emily Gabrielle Moreno
Emma Grace Murray
Kathryn Naclerio
Lily Katherine Nickel (M)
Ashley No
Maeve Elizabeth O’Brien (C)

Jennifer Helen Ollinger
Jennifer Pantoni-Carrasquillo
Isabel Paredes (C)
Connor Peters*
Lillie Wakeman Pfeifer (M)*
Stella Nova Picuri (S)
Bonnie Powers (M)
Abigayle Blue Pusz (S)
Cassandra Quintero
Daniel Elias Rahal
William Ramirez Centeno*
Angel S Ramirez Soto (C)
Mariella Allayne Reich (C)
Isaiah S Rivera
Alan Manuel Rodriguez
Bryan Patrick Rooney
Carolina Rosado
Gabriella Rosen (S)
Michael McGlynn Sagan*
Samuel William Salata
Símone Eve Sanchez (C)
Thomas Francis Saraceno
Davidson Sauveur
Caylin S Schwartz (C)
Omar Kenyata Seda*
Mikayla K Shapiro
Gabriella Shery (C)
Peter Marek Sikora
James Dylan Skehan
Christeina Arora Smith
Paris Sandrine Souffrant
Blake Rose Soule (M)
Xu Tan (C)
Daniel Joseph Tavares Zlock
Sara Anne Tomazzolli (S)
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Giselle Torres (C)
Franz Marcus Trimble
Jordan Michael Turner (M)*
Grace Madeline Van Hoven (C)
Maria Isabel Vazquez (C)
Jakob Sage Vitale
Brianna Brito Vitiello
Xingyun Wang (S)
Rayna Nichè Weaver*
Abigail Anne Whittemore (C)

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Sarah J Alden*
Christiane A Baek
Albert Larry Davis*
Ella Isadora Goldin
Justin Emanuel Hopkins 
Chana Hindy Leitner (C)*
Jason C Mandel*
Agustina Markez (M)
Yaritza Liselotte Piñeiro  
   Mercado
Mackenzie Leigh Morse
Emily Anne Murray*
Sarah Marie Shahata
Sarah Ali Shibah*
Olivia Rose Spencer (M)
Victoria Young (S)*

MASTER OF FINE ARTS 

Gabriel Alexander Adames
Wai Man Chan
Christine S Kim
Yesiyu Zhao*

Arts 
Management and 
Entrepreneurship

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Sara Martha Abbassi*
Grace Claire Azcona (S)
Gabrielle Marie-Elena 
Bohrman (S)
Arturo Sebastian  
   Calderon-Caswell
Noah Robert Campbell
Gabriella Lee Carnevale (C)
Alycia Taylor Cates
Caitlin Anne Cipolla*
Anyela Maria Coronado
Rogerio Coutinho*
Arron Anthony Cruz
Daniel Cruz (C)
Allen Sebastian Denis (C)*
Fiona Gabrielle Feltman (S)
Daniela Alvim Fonseca (M)*
Sarah R Foster (M)
Samantha Nicole Galgano
Stephanie Ann  
   Gentiluomo (C)*
Anna Nicole Giglio (M)*
Aleksandr Gurdzhua
Avra Hammerschlag
Westin James Hicks
Meredith Rachel Hoddeson*
Scott Adam Johnston (S)
Tyra Catherine Kushner (C)
Nicole Elizabeth Laing (S)*
Chloe Wanyi Lin (M)
Michaela Lunden (S)*
Latricia Ann Morgan*
Madilyn Jaz Morrow (S)*
Risa Nakai*
Melany Ferreira Nunes (C)
Natasha Devon Perry- 
   Love (C)

Emily Mae Rainwater (S)
Paola Rodriguez
Brett Jansson Rozell
Cassandra J Santos
Mona Ondine Rousse  
   Sewell (M)
Milo Stricker 
Emily Marie Swain
Ashley Joanne Tasch
Sarah Catherine Thirkield (S)*
Niaomi Christina Thomas
YuChin Tseng (S)
Darlyn Ramona Villalona
Alexandra Michelle  
   Weber-Heavey (M)
Siyang Yin
Jack Michael Zuckerberg (C)*

MASTER OF ARTS

Yassaman Baratali*
David Michael Burger*
Natalia Yara Chraim*
Jake Clayton Frisbie
Matthew Harrison Nobile*
Lucy Marie Tarantino
Enyu Zhang*
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Conservatory of 
Dance

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS

Kassi Ellen Bates (C)
Katerina Belmatch (M)
Catherine Sarah Brough (S)
Avery Lynn Casasanta (S)
Caleb Gabrielle Dowden (M)
Richard James Figueroa
Imani A Gaudin-County (C)
Shadden Alexis Hashem (S)
Emma Alysa Kempson (S)
Luiza Duarte Lamoglia (C)
Eliana Lee
Raven Vaughn Marsh (C)
Bryce Taylor McCaine
Amanda Caitlyn Molina (S)
Katherine Elizabeth  
   Montgomery
Daeyana Moss
Pambazuko Akosua Nyaawie
Camryn Lindsey Peters (S)
Mary Elizabeth Rogers (C)
Genevieve Rose Shultz (M)
Lena Silverman (M)
YuChin Tseng (S)

School of Film and 
Media Studies

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Emilyn C Alcantara
Christopher John Aliberto*
Jared Michael Arroyo
Nicolas F Aureliani
Johnathan Richard Bengel (M)
Sara Muhammad Bikheet
Larrissa K Blackman*
Meraiah Alyssa Bodden (M)
Noah Brown
Sally S Camara (M)
Patrick Michael Collins
Taryn Collymore
Justin Cody Conwisar
Sophie Rose Derella
Saino Xavier Vincent  
   DeSantis Morales (C)
Wyatt Mann Desloovere
Christian James DiBenedetto
Jack Colin Dickinson (S)*
Via Trinidad Enriquez
Elizabeth Lynne Eriole
Nayomi Guadalupe  
   Espinoza Williams
Solomon Rio Falls
Jake Olaf Fenniman
Ashley Ferrieri
Daniel Fisher
Sarah R Foster (M)
Jurnee M Francis (C)
Jeffrey Helmut Fukushima
John Jake Gleason (M)
Gavin Richard Goldsmith
Sophia Ruth Goode (C)
Jason John Harrington
Alyn M Heritage (M)
John Edward Hickey*
Sanjay Essar Jaipargas

Thomas Andrew Kostic
Lawrence Wayne Landreth
Thomas Gene Larosa
Nicole Marie Lauro
Danny Young Lee
Madeleine Ada Lobdell (M)
Jake Lupinacci
Nicholas Madio
Haley Evana Maerz
Giovanni Vincenzo Marando
Brandon Antonio Marmol
Kersten Dominique Mason
Philip Michael McDermott*
Karina Leigh McEvoy (C)
Christa Michelle McGuire (C)
Janelle L McNeil (M)
Dante C Megias (M)
John Christian Meisterich
Joseph Henry Mignone
Ethan Scott Monte
Cooper B Myers (M)
Alexa Sofia Newman (C)*
Brendan Michael Noonan
Lily Grace Nordheimer (S)*
Paityn Christine Nuss (C)*
Alexandra Katherine Palermo
Jack Anthony Palmiotti (M)
Andrew Joseph Patti (C)
Sierra Gillian Petro*
Marissa Bernadette Ramos
Julia Jennifer Reeder (S)
Stephen Davis Robbins (M)*
Anthony Americo  
   Romagnoli (C)
Courtney Elizabeth Romano
Kristen Marina Schepis (C)*
Sarah Jane Siano (S)
Nicholas S Singlar (C)
Joseph Ki-Hwan Song (C)
Olivia Rose Spencer (M)
Bennett Evan Stolz*
Alexa Rae Stormes
Owen Abraham Sullivan (C)
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Hali Terese Traina (C)
Trevor Trotto
Seamus Aidan Tynan (C)
Andrea Elizabeth Villacres
Shelby Walters (C)
Cherrish Monique Marylee  
   Warnick (M)
Huston Steven Watson (M)
Alycia Christine Williams
George Albert Witnauer
Kerry Rose Young

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS

Somer Bednar (C)
Damani O J Brissett
Ezekiel E Clare
Jacob Matthew Cleary
Kai Alfonso Dekassian
Kayla Noelle Francis
Anastasia Lee Goldberg (S)
Jahleel Humphries Hills
Lea Caroline Jaffe (M)
Emily Sara Kaye (S)
Emma Claire Keating (S)
Andrea Stephania Molina (C)
Lamesa Nashrat (S)
Michael O’Shea*
Emily Dahnby Park (S)
Evan P Pritchard (C)
Olivia Anne Salzman (S)
Egor Andreyevich Subbotin
Marilyn Jazmin Warshawsky
Anna Colleen White (S)
Gavin Jasper Zinzell (S)*

MASTER OF FINE ARTS

Samantha Bartul 
Christopher Mario DiVincenzo
Jake Clayton Frisbie

School of 
Humanities

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Sabrina Julia Acerra
Brianna Kaitlyn Agront- 
   Ramos
Kawther A Ahmed
Sarah J Alden*
Christian Francis Porsche  
   Alexander (C)
Stephanie Rose Alifano (M)
Samantha Kelly Arce
Brandon Asadi*
Patrick James Barbieri
Sonia Joie Barkat (S)
Matthew Arthur Batchker
Joshua Kenta Bloom*
Gabrielle Marie-Elena  
   Bohrman (S)
Nezih Bouali (C)*
Jailyn Elon Boyette (C)
Jay Bravo (C)
Mariah Selina Bynoe
Jasmine Marie Calhoun (C)
Sally S Camara (M)
Gabrielle Bianca Careccia*
Kelly Margaret Cashman (M)
Raul Enrique Chavez
Ano Chrispin
Anthony Christian (M)
Michael Paul Cucurullo
Mathilda Cullen (C)
Emily Anne Czerwinski (C)
Doris M Davis*
Olivia DeBonis (S)
Cameron Marshal  
   Demaree (M)*
Shannon Martha Denatale (C)
James Douglas Denlea (C)

Jaclyn Valentina Derosso
Christopher Thomas Desarmo*
Michelle Crystal Dieguez (M)*
Martin Abraham Drob
Liliana Marie Escamilla*
Nayomi Guadalupe  
   Espinoza Williams
Jasmine Ferrufino (C)
Kaitlyn Mariah Fikaris
Dylan John Flynn
Jaimie Evelyn Gaskell (S)*
Grace Frances Miles  
  Gedeon (C)
Juliana Nicole Giannasca (M)
Kaitlyn Mary Gikas (C)
Michael Thomas Gilroy (C)
Channa Sagemarie  
   Goldman (M)
Isaiha Gonzalez-Torres
Alana Irene Govan
Lucas Charles Gray (S)
Tyler Wayne Ingram
Johnnie Johnson
Matthew Kissel (C)
Daniel Dharam Varkey  
   Kuriakose (M)
Timothy Leskowicz
Shanelle Nicole Lopez (C)
Emily Rose Lottermann
Michaela Lunden (S)*
Joshua Kennedy Lyon*
Grace Xin Mahony
Erin Mary Maloney (M)
Agustina Markez (M)
Miranda Marte Velez (C)
Kanon Mata (M)
Anthony Joseph Maulucci (C)
Megan M McDonald (C)
Meghan Elisabeth  
   McEntee Jubak
Dylan James McKenna (C)*
Leo Evan Misislyan (C)
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Maria Socorro  
   de Oliveira Morais
Peter Michael Moriarty
Jacqueline Cristina Moroney
Eleanor Morrison (S)
Eleanor Edward Murray (M)
Emily Anne Murray*
Melanie L Muzsik
Karla Marina Natera (M)
Haley M Nechamkin (C)
Alexa Sofia Newman (C)*
Amanda Victoria Newman
Daniel W O’Connell*
Hannah Maria Olesen
Rachel Marie Palumbo
David Joseph Peterman
Normajean Ilana Pfautsch
Stephanie Betsy Poborsky
Brian Ponte
Emma Marie Post
Winifred Simon Richards  
   Consigny (S)
Mia Nicole Ricks
Kai Christopher Rizzuto (C)*
Synovia Roberts (S)
Gabriela H Rodriguez
Brendan Brian Rose
Leo Rose
Cameron Ross Lever Rosen (M)
Eitan Judah Rosen
Gabriella Rosen (S)
Paul Giulio Sacchetti
Lianna Samoyedny
Stephanie Sanchez (M)
Michael Herman Schmitt (S)*
Luke Schwartz*
Thomas A Sclafani (S)
Tania Shirkey

Emanuel L Siegel*
Julia Michele Somme (M)
Lily Serena Sperber (C)
Taylor Jasmine Squire*
Matt S Sussman*
Alyson A Tang*
Christopher Tyler Theriot*
Molly Mae Elizabeth Todd
Claire Rose Torregiano (S)
Julia Genevieve Tortorello- 
   Allen (M)
Juan Carlos Villagomez (C)
George John Weisner (S)
Alicia Williams
Sydnie Olivia Williams*
Meranda Jade Zent

MASTER OF ARTS

Megan Byron
Shunyo Aizawa Morgan
Veronica Lynn Murphy
Rebecca Elisabeta  
   Marya Ribeiro

School of Liberal 
Studies

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Takara Amaya Alleyne
Unique Labelle Alston (C)
Luke Fletcher Anderson
Jefferson Apuango*
Carmen Maria Arias-Urena (S)*
Amanda Ashlee Baez
Max Andrew Bagnuolo (M)*
Isiah Baskins*
Yanis Bello-Billini
Ziaire Benjamin
Katherine Bowley
Wandely Marinez Brito
Unique Browne-Jacobs
Tahleah Marie Brownlee*
Mary Elizabeth Cain
Josette Nicole Cappucci*
Radhames Caraballo*
Gabriella R Castles
Karina Lucille Cejas
Lesly Ursula Cueva (C)*
Aubrey Dominique Dabbs*
Patricia Dalarme Kennedy (C)*
Nastaja Daniel
Gabriella Nicole  
   DiGiacomo (C)
Sadie Jean Durant*
Eslam Ellisy
Moustafa Fawzy*
Joshoa Xavier Ferro
Caleigh Anne Fortunato*
Nayeli Risa Frederick
Amanda Renee Fultz*
Thomas Ismael Galarce-Garcia
Margarita Gil (C)*
Charissa D Glasford*
Victor G Gonzalez

School of Humanities 
(cont.)
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Marisela Astrid Gonzalez- 
   Larrinaga (S)
Amani Sarai Graham*
Brian Grill (M)*
Emily A Husek*
Gregory John Iarocci*
Briana Tiara John*
Shannah Janette Johnson*
Ryan Alexander Kozersky
Eric Claude Lartigue
Nicolas Chase Laucella
Lucy Kate Massad
Matthew Paul Matera*
Jeremiah Benjamin Maynard*
Donyae Tariq McCray
Stephen Thomas  
   McMahon (M)
Omyra Mejia*
Cristina Elizabeth Mennea
Alexia Mercedes (C)*
Maxx A Miller
Taina Elizabeth Morris
Katrina Lorraine Newman (C)*
Drisy Glencora Nuñez
Monika Paas (S)*
Leah C Pearlstein (C)
Meghan Pistorino (S)*
Carlos Felipe Ponce*
Ginette Marie Prestipino (S)*
Rachel A Renchner-Kelly
Starleen Annette Rivera*
Thalliny Kimberlly  
   Rocha Moura*
Katie Samantha Rodriguez*
Nathaniel Ryan*
Joshua Allen Samuels
Jonathan Edward  
   SanFilippo (C)*
Alexa Justina Schilero*
Julia Ann Slaughter
Spencer Jaden Stark-Multer*
Brooke Francis Tarantino

Daniel Nicolas Tiabo
Raeven Trombetta
Angelica Valencia*
Cameron John Verge (C)
Neasjah J White
Ayana Marie Willbright*
Brent Elijah Xavier
Steven Jonathan Youssef
Lilliana Zapata

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Brianna Kaitlyn Agront- 
   Ramos
Joelle Lauryn Allen (S)*
Yves Melchior Alphonse*
Jared Michael Arroyo
Isabella Auricchio
Lina Rose Blair (S)
Andrew David Bruce (C)*
Maya Rose Campanelli (S)*
Margo Covone
Grace Sophia Cruz-Allegro
Sherly Debrosse
Kevin Thomas Dutkowsky
Chiemela Enwere
Ava R Faulkner
Fiona Gabrielle Feltman (S)
Ryan Thomas Fleming
Edward J Gajda IV
Jette Patrick Guanlao (C)
Emily Hanson (S)
Jahalee Nobel Johnson
Tighe Anders Jorgensen
Arielle Rebecca Joselson (S)
Luke Edson Kubisch
Brandon Jamal Lang*
Gabrielle S Lopez*
Whitney Sarah Louis
Rain Maher
Michelle Franciska  
   Mancuso (S)

Myles D March*
Garrison Ryan Marschner (C)
Jonathan L McCoy
Jill Tully McDermott
Madeline Rose Mecca
Brandon Oduro Mensah
Matthew Steven Mulligan
Ashleigh Renee’ Newell (C)
Matthew James Nilsen
Nalini Kate Rampersaud (M)*
Christopher Roy Reeves
Joseph Francis Restaino
Marcus Thomas Richardson*
Michael Christian Robinson (C)
Anna Marion Schuman
Lisa Allison Sokolik (M)
Celia Lynn Sprouse*
Hannah Ashley Stowell 
Jessica Marie VanGlad
Emma Jane Williams
Bryan L Wilson
Emory Anne Wojtach (M)
Lili Marie Yurch
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Conservatory of 
Music

BACHELOR OF MUSIC

Donavan Alexander Austin
Keith Gregory Balla (C)
Andrew Breazna (C)
Willem E Burger (S)*
Alexander James Dell
Jordan Allan Demarest (M)
John James Donohoe (M)
Isaiah Figueroa
Yancy April Garcia (M)
Harrison Michael Graser (M)
Madison Marie Hitchcock
Jacob Luke Hite (C)
Max Henry Hoffman
Antoine King Hood (C)
Christopher John Iorio (C)
Paul Tochukwu Jennette
Christopher Jung (S)
Niko Edward Kazacos
James Michael Keegan (S)
Dongwoo Kim
Connor Brian Kleitz (S)*
Julia Elizabeth Klot (S)
Benjamin Alfred L’ecuyer (S)
Declan Francis Levy (S)
Robert James Liebold (S)
Olivia Rose Manna (C)
Martine G Mauro-Wade (S)
Ryan Lawler Mcgonigle (S)
Samara Joy Mclendon (M)
Alicia Caitlin Mcmillan (S)
David Robert Isaac  
   McShea (M)
Carolyn Trabold Miner (S)
Leonid Alekseyevich  
   Morozov (S)
Daniel Benjamin Murray

Cooper B Myers (M)
William Kyle Naugle*
Otavio Lemos Neves
Philip Orlando  
   Costello Orselli (S)
Monica Park (S)
Garrit John Peck
Conor Wilson Powers (C)
Steve Ramsingh (C)
Anthony Joseph Rana
Jonathan Harris Reiner
Elaine Nicole Rojas (M)
William Pieter Schepp (M)
Lena Olivia Schnall (M)
Frank G Scoca (S)
Isabella Teadora Krail 
Blanche Labierca  
   Stevenson (M)*
Lucas Blakelock Taylor (C)
Faron James Tillson
Lauren Diller Torres (M)
Natalie Jane Turner (M)
Christopher Shakur Uzzell
Lawrence Nicholas Van  
   Patten (C)
Jamonica Darra Warren (M)
David Paul White (M)
Jasmine Yanase (C)

MASTER OF MUSIC

Ryan Leighton Berg
Joshua Lawrence Carter
Patrick Chan
Orit Dahari
Ozenc Duzenli
Eric James Finland*
Xin Yi Lucia Ho
Saeram Jang*
Samuel George Johnson*
Brian Kieran Mcauliffe
Rachel Z Nicolazzo

Michael Pennacchio
Aaron M Seeber
Lucy Marie Tarantino
Vincent Tong

PERFORMERS CERTIFICATE

Jung Yun Sophia Lee

ARTIST DIPLOMA

Sun Young Sunny Hwang
Jee Won Shin
Ji Young So*
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Degree Candidates

School of Natural 
and Social Sciences

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Christopher James Abatecola*
Jake Patrick Ackley
Arabia Faith Aguilera
Kawther A Ahmed
Anthony Albanese (C)
Natalie Allen*
Angelica Margarita Alonso*
Nixida Christina Ansolone (C)
Samuel Matthew Aronoff (C)
Denise Babbitt (M)*
Olisa Bajgora (M)
Charlotte Baron
Colin James Bateman
Kelly Anne Baxter
Julia Marie Bellantoni
Arielle Brianna Boyd*
Jessica M Brand (M)*
Gaige T Brandon (C)
Morgan A Bredwood-Green
Wephna Brevil
Alena Ann Brocker (M)
Kailey Sue Campbell
Samantha Cannella
Brianna Drusilla Carter
Claire Kate Casale*
Angelica Castaldo
Lianne Marie Castillo (C)*
Michelle Ann Cavalieri*
James Nathaniel Cellum
Luisa Amanda Cerna  
   Rodriguez
Sebastian Checchi
Princess Ruby Chijioke*
Dylan Blake Ciolfi
Caleb Francis Themba Connor
Kiaralee Contreras

Julia VanTrees Cowitt (C)
Anton W Creutzfeldt
Dakota Gerard Crowley*
Angelica Fatima Cruz*
Katelyn Alexandra Daher (S)
Jemima Remalie Debras
Zachary George Dicanio
Stephanie C Dotel
Kary Emil
Raquel Espinoza (S)
Marylenie Fernandez
James J Finnerty
Brittney Isidora Fishman*
Peter Charles Floridia (S)
Leo Henry Salmon Frampton*
Shannon French (S)
Yvelyne Freycinet
Andre Paul Gavrin (S)
Matthew Anthony Girardi
Yesllen Godoy (C)
Eliyahu Yechezkel Goldstein
Luis Javier Gomez
Josteen Bruno Gonzales
Guadalupe Gonzalez Valadez
Matthew Spencer Graham
Ryan Hilliard Gray*
Isabel Beatrix Hales (C)
Tamia B Hall
Elijah Jamal Harris*
Tiffany Melissa Haworth (S)
Cody Mark Hennequin (C)
Ivin C J Nathan Huggan
Kaitlyn Sue Louise Hughes
Elizabeth Ann Jankowski (C)
Ronald Jean-Charles*
Sammy Alexander Jimenez
Wandalis Jimenez
Darlis Juvino (S)*
Patrice Kelly (S)
Emma Rose Keogan (S)
Allison Sedgwick Duvall  
   Knox (S)

Laura Christina Koenig (C)
Vincenzo La Fata
Stephen Malik Laleye*
Seamon Lam
Michael Alexander Laskowski
Ryan Bernard Leavens (M)
Jonathan Lee
Adriana C Lencinas
Maxwell Ryan Levitt
Melanie Jasmine Linder
Endrit Lipovica*
Jackelyn Elizabeth Lopez
Fatima Jazmin Lua  
   Castaneda (S)
Rosie Lynn Jimenez Marasigan
Leora Elizabeth Matalon (S)
Alan Mazurek (C)
Colleen E McNamee (C)
Woodler Sony Medna
Luis Marcelo Mendez (M)
Erika J Mendoza Zepeda
Francisco Mercedes
Zachary H Dillon Mitchell (S)*
Ariana Mohammed
Maria Molina
Anaya Morrison (C)
Amany Muhsen (S)*
Jazgul Muratalieva*
Khalid K Nazzal
Jayme Alves Neto (S)
Ashleigh Renee’ Newell (C)
Zavier Andrew Northrup*
Nathaniel Chinedu Okoroji
Adeola Mary Okunoye*
Max Oliansky (C)
Judith Oliver-Martinez
Katalina Palacios (C)
Daniel Joseph Parker
Nickoli J Parkinson
Naia-Jewel Sa’Rice Patterson
Sophia Peluso (C)
Dejeana J Peoples
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Cesar Andres Perez
Kyla Marie Peterkin*
Rilet Philistin
Nicolette Marie Pilla (S)
Melanie L Pinto
Keyanna Pizarro (C)
Charlene Grace Plegnon*
Jade Patricia Ashley  
   Porter-Fraser
Eredis Diane Puello (S)
Bryan Agustin Quezada
Rose Mather DeMille  
   Reed (C)
Ryan Vito Rivera
Andrew Rizzo
Kimberly Ann Robeson
Berenice Rojas
Ashley Romano
Jerry Gilbert Ronco
Melissa Cheryl Rothstein
Tiffani Marie Rushford (C)
Angela Rosemarie Russo (C)
Maheli Norma Salazar
Amanda Marie Sampson*
Anthony Scavone (C)
Samantha James Schnupp (C)
André Luc Selino
Juliet Claire Semel*
Ebru Ozge Sert
Gabrielle Sharman (C)
Calista Rose Sheehan (C)
Elizabeth Amanda Shein (C)
Sarah Jane Siano (S)
Sean Patrick Villanueva  
   Sicat*
Jake Michael Simmons (C)
Abigail Skolnik (S)*
Kyle Vincent Starkey
John Walter Swiatowicz (C)*
Xu Tan (C)
Brendan Y Tang
Christina A Thrasher (C)

Pierce Ivan Timko
Marcos Torres Lechuga*
Karlem Marisol Vacacela
Jennifer Velasquez
Jamonica Darra Warren (M)
Orion Watler (C)
Ana R Wilhelm
Brenda Nnenda Wodi*
Emory Anne Wojtach (M)
Samantha Marie Woods
Alex Antonio Zapata
Gavin Jasper Zinzell (S)*
Jack Michael Zuckerberg (C)*

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Emilyn C Alcantara
Elizabeth Emily Bardwil- 
   Lugones (S)
Lukas Michael Braun (M)
Montserrat Cardenas
Dean Paul Cucurullo (C)
Arianna DiNotte*
Olivia Marie Duhon (C)
Jenna Mary Krupa (M)
Megan Diane Brosius  
   Langeland
Robert Mathew (C)
Rosa Elvira Morocho
Nickoli J Parkinson
Jennifer Marie Paulino (S)
Dyan Cheska Tunac Racraquin
Sarah Anne Rubock (C)*
Luca Domenico Rugiano
Shayan Shahid (M)

Conservatory of 
Theatre Arts

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Andrada Angileri (S)
Gabriel Alexander Aponte
Bianca Brittany Berbick
Natalie Bogach (C)
Elizabeth Buckley
Nicole Lydia Carpenter
Ferdinand Ryan Cordero
Kiara Jade Cuthbertson
Richie Davis
Caterina DonDero (S)
Romey Cora Madison  
   Drabek (M)
Jason Michael Fineberg
Joshua Evan Fink (C)
Hale Fishman (M)
Jurnee M Francis (C)
Abel Dejesus Garcia
Aleksandr Gurdzhua
Julissa Henriquez
Elizabeth C Hershberger
Westin James Hicks
Yeonwoo Kang (M)*
Na’Shay Auckeriah Kelly*
Siobhan Rose Kiernan (S)
Sophie Lia Kropf
Chloé Anastasia LaBorde (M)
Whitney Sarah Louis
Dana Christine Massa (S)
Benne Amaya McCants (C)
Armando A Mieses*
Joseph Henry Mignone
Dante Nicholas Nastasi (M)*
Alexander B Osani (C)
Olivia Emma Reichenberg
Berenice Rojas
Cherayna Imani Rullow
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Veronica Ryzio (M)
Amanda Santiago (C)
Megan Celeste Siepak (M)
Angelina Wang Sobredo (C)
Alexandra P Sollitto*
Marianna A Steen
Amya CaJoie Stewart (C)
Quinland Rose Farrell  
   Thompson (S)*
Trevor Trotto
Yu Uemura (C)
Richard D Valentin
Andres Manuel Vasquez
Jose Rafael Velasquez
Emily Jean Webb (C)
Chynah Inez Winter*
Emily Theresa Woodside

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS

Hannah Marie Abramo (S)
Andrew Stephen Bellomo
Darian Bencosme (C)
Carson Payne Bennett (C)
Ronald E Benson-EL Jr
Kristen Alissa Chang (C)
Ana Nicolle Chavez (C)
Bryndon T Cook*
Daphna Dafi Cramer (C)
Kristine Ann DeAngelis
Maxine Edith Devitt (C)
Massimiliano Thomas  
   Dimartino
Jeanna S DiPaolo (M)
Hannah Kaeli Eckert (C)
Mason Stanley Forringer (C)
Ruby Maria Goldstein
Aaron Philip Greenberg
Aidan Patrick Healy
Chris T Heffelfinger
Sarah Rachel Joseph (C)
Cori Lyn Keto (M)

Cassidy Marie Koppelman
Cecillia Koueth
Nickolas Richard Lambert
Tiffanie Jenna Lane (C)
Sydney Erin Leffler (C)
Kelsey D Longwill
Nicole Ecaterina Malancea
Otto Martinian (C)
Sophie Nuss Millar
Patrick Allen Moore (C)
Natalie Danielle Morrow (S)
Ta’Neesha S Murphy (C)
Briana Janell Padgett (C)
Mary Frances Courchesne  
   Paola (M)
Caroline Marie Pastore (C)
Kaleb E Perez-Albuerne (C)
Siobhan Dorothea  
   Petersen (C)
Marlynn Nadira Judine  
   Pollard
Christina Marie Prussen (C)
Jordan Marie Santisteban
Preston Zachary Shelsta
Nicole Sliwinski (C)
Adanne A Spencer- 
   Johnson (M)
Clara Elizabeth Dahn  
   Steeves (C)
Aaron J Stewart
Keri Danielle Tanner
Elizabeth Anne Tarrant (C)
Maya Ashley Whitaker
Eryn Kayleigh Williams
Catherine Grace Young (C)

Degree Candidates
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To the Communication & Creative Services staff, especially Jessica DeAngelis '17;  
Nancy Diaz, James Gallagher, and Timothy Guiliano;

To the Senior Speaker Selection Committee, co-chaired by Sonya Alexander and  
Barbara Washington;

To the videographers, Max Mooney '17 and Jordan Tetewsky '16.

To the Commencement Coordination Committee:

 

To the Office of Community Engagement staff and the college staff for their  
assistance during the Celebrate Your Moment event.

View the 2021 Commencement Celebration Videos at  
purchase.edu/commencement

Special Thanks

Keisha Martin, Chair

Carrie Bianchi

Nadege Boisson Pardo

Jessica Bullock '14

Nancy Diaz

Timothy Guiliano

Caitlin Houlihan-Twomey

William Redding

Patrick Savolskis

Carolyn Scofield

Sheryl Secor

Jennifer Shingelo

John Taylor

Barbara Washington
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