
20202020

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK  

Commencement



1

48th Commencement | 2020

Greetings from the President

On behalf of the entire Purchase College 
community, I am honored to salute the graduates 
of the Class of 2020 in recognition of their 
significant achievement. 

I would have preferred to welcome you on May 
15th to our 48th Commencement Ceremony at 
the Westchester County Center. Circumstances 
have prevented our traditional celebration. This 
publication and our virtual online commencement 
program will serve as a keepsake for our graduates 
and their families. 

Although this isn’t how we envisioned this day, I 
hope you will agree there is still much to celebrate. 
Our students have achieved significant academic 
and artistic success over their careers at Purchase. 
Today we honor those successes as we mark the 
important milestone of commencement. 

The graduating class of 2020 includes artists, 
scholars, scientists, athletes, activists, leaders, 
and mentors. Individually and collectively they 
have dedicated themselves to creative expression, 
innovation, and the kind of intellectual curiosity 
that will serve them for a lifetime. They have 
engaged with each other, their professors, the 
community, and the world. They have worked to 
make our campus and our planet more sustainable, 
and they have advocated for causes that are 
important to them. 

Our students have spent countless hours studying, 
experimenting, performing, and creating new 
projects and works. They have stepped up in 
the classroom, in their labs, on the stage, and in 
their communities. They have faced unforeseen 
circumstances and scaled unprecedented hurdles 
in order to graduate today. We’re proud of their 
commitment to their academics, and grateful 
for the dedication of our faculty and staff who 
supported them along the way. 

To our graduates: While commencement takes 
place at the end of your college career, the word 
“commence” itself means to begin. Today you 
begin a new chapter of your life. As you transition 
from student to graduate, you will continue to 
be part of the Purchase College family. However, 
you will join the ranks of our alumni making their 
marks on the world. Over the past five decades 
we have celebrated our alumni’s professional 
accomplishments including such prestigious 
awards as MacArthur, Guggenheim, and Fulbright 
Fellowships, Pulitzers, Emmys, Grammys, Tonys, 
and Oscars. We look forward to celebrating your 
successes for many years to come. Someday, you 
too will serve as an inspiration for future Purchase 
students, regardless of your chosen career.

While the world may look different today than it 
did a few months ago, I have no doubt that you 
and your fellow alumni are prepared to forge new 
paths and make a difference in your chosen fields. 
The world needs your fresh vision and knowledge, 
your voice, your open-mindedness, and your 
commitment to diversity, equity, and justice. Let 
these values, which form the core of our mission 
and the cornerstone of your education, help guide 
you in the challenges ahead. 

As you make your way in the world, we also urge 
you to stay in touch with us, especially with the 
faculty and staff who have been so invested in your 
success. We will also be in touch with you. We hope 
you will stay engaged with your alma mater and 
with future students who will benefit from your 
experiences.

Congratulations again on behalf of the 
administration, faculty, and staff. We wish you all 
the best in your future endeavors. 

Dennis Craig
Interim President
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Greetings from the 
Alumni Association President
On behalf of the more than 27,000 worldwide 
alumni of Purchase College and the Purchase 
College Alumni Association, I congratulate you, 
Class of 2020, as we celebrate the 48th Annual 
Commencement.

It has been an honor to serve as president of the 
Purchase College Alumni Association. The primary 
mission of the Alumni Association is to increase 
alumni engagement and foster fellowship between 
alumni and Purchase College. I am honored to 
lead our Board of Directors as we continue to 
engage and connect with fellow alumni and work in 
collaboration towards strengthening the legacy of 
our alma mater. 

I had the great pleasure of getting to know many of 
you over the past few years in different capacities. 
You should all be proud to be members of the 
Class of 2020. Every one of you now belongs to an 
extraordinary group filled with bright, innovative, 
and talented individuals. Your awareness of the 
world, self, and ability to connect with others will 
serve you well as you transition into our alumni 
family. 

A decade removed from my very own 
commencement, the core mission of Purchase 
College remains intact. From its inception, 
Purchase College was created to be unique. Fusing 
liberal arts and conservatory programs allowed 
us as students to “think wide open.” The level of 
discourse and involvement, artistic expression, 
and ideas that float around campus create a special 
experience for all of us at Purchase College.  

The Purchase College Alumni Association offers a 
lifelong opportunity to connect and engage with 
fellow alumni, campus staff and faculty, as well 
as high-ranking SUNY decision makers. Year-
round, we host a range of events such as education 
programs, career networking receptions, galas, 
fundraisers, and reunions. I encourage you all to 
take full advantage of the great programs and 
events that the Alumni Association continues to 
sponsor.

I encourage you to work with me to keep Purchase 
College accessible to the best and brightest 
students. Like many before you, members of the 
Class of 2020 have worked hard to help raise funds 
in support of the senior gift. This year, funds were 
raised in support of the Make an Impact Fund. This 
fund provides assistance to those in need, ensuring 
that no student forgoes textbooks, misses class, or 
is unable to respond to a family emergency because 
they lack financial resources. 

Your continued support of Purchase College 
is essential, and I hope you will join me in 
fulfilling our obligation to give back to our alma 
mater. Together we can ensure that students of 
tomorrow, regardless of their academic or personal 
background, have access to a Purchase education 
and a bright future.

On behalf of all fellow alumni, congratulations, 
Class of 2020, you are officially the newest 
members of the Purchase College Alumni 
Association. As our newest alumni, you become 
representatives of Purchase College–you are truly 
“Proof of Purchase.” I wish you all the best on your 
future endeavors, and I hope to meet many of you 
at future alumni events. 

Kevin V. Collymore ‘10
President
Purchase College Alumni Association
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Greetings from the  
Purchase College Council
To the Outstanding Class of 2020:

The College Council wishes you all the best on this 
very exciting day for you and your families. We are 
delighted to join all your well-wishers, from family 
to faculty, staff, and alumni, in this celebration of 
your scholarship and accomplishments.

You have had the opportunity to study in a unique 
academic environment where interdisciplinary 
learning links the arts to the humanities, natural 
and social sciences, and film and new media. You 
have learned from a faculty and staff who are 
deeply committed to your success. We join the 
entire campus community in its confidence that 
you will take leadership roles in whatever you 
choose to do after you leave Purchase. 

We encourage you to cherish all the experiences 
you have had and all the relationships that you 
made at Purchase as you embark on the next stage 
of your life. Whether the next step is graduate 
school, the stage, the studio, the classroom, the 
lab, or the boardroom, you should feel confident 
that Purchase College has prepared you well. 

We all have thoroughly enjoyed your work, 
performances and achievements during your time 
at Purchase College. You are a wonderfully creative 
class, and it has been very rewarding to watch you 
mature as students, actors, performers, athletes, 
and artists. Our campus has been greatly enriched 
by your presence, and we are confident that you 
will similarly enrich the communities you join after 
you leave this campus.

You are now Purchase alumni, but you will always 
be a part of the Purchase family. 

Congratulations and best wishes for success in all 
your future endeavors. 

With admiration for all of your achievements,

Dennis E. Glazer
Chairman
The Purchase College Council
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Student Stoles

International Graduates

Purchase College is committed to celebrating its interconnectedness with the world and learning 
across borders. This year, 23 international graduates will wear sashes representing their countries at 
Commencement: Canada, China, Italy, Japan, Nigeria, Russia, South Korea, and Taiwan.

In addition to traditional academic regalia, students may wear different colored stoles, or sashes, to signify 
affiliation with various groups at the college. 
  

PURPLE: PSGA (Purchase Student Government Association) Leadership

TEAL:  Resident Assistant

PINK:  Orientation Leader

YELLOW:  Admissions Ambassador

BLUE:  EOP/MAP (Educational Opportunity Program/Merit Access Program)

WHITE:  Athletics



5

48th Commencement | 2020

Fanfare 

When the Saints Go Marchin’ In
Joe Ferry & The Big Ska Band
Arrangement by Dr. Joe Ferry, 
Professor Emeritus of Music

Processional

Pachelbel’s Canon in D
Segue to Pomp and Circumstance
Joe Ferry & The Big Ska Band
Arrangement by Dr. Joe Ferry

National Anthem

Lucy Wijnands '20
Ella Fitzgerald Scholar 
Jazz Vocal Studies, Conservatory of Music

Opening Remarks
Dennis Craig
Interim President, Purchase College

Greetings
Kristina M. Johnson
Chancellor, State University of New York

Charles E. Schumer
United States Senior Senator, New York
Senate Minority Leader

Kevin Collymore ‘10
President, Alumni Association

Order of Exercises

Presentation of the President's 
Award for Distinguished Alumni
Adotei Akwei ‘84 

Senior Class Speaker
Alfa DeJesus '20

Introduction of Class of 2020

Barry Pearson, Provost
Assisted by the 
Deans, Directors, Chairs, and a
Board of Study Coordinator

Conferring of Degrees
Interim President Craig

Recessional

Pomp and Circumstance Reprise
Segue to New York, New York
Joe Ferry & The Big Ska Band
Arrangement by Dr. Joe Ferry
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Platform Party

Dennis Craig*
Interim President

Barry Pearson*
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

Kristina M. Johnson*
Chancellor, State University of New York

Honorable Charles E. Schumer* 
Senate Minority Leader 
New York State Senior Senator

Liv Cocozza ‘20
President, Purchase College Student Government 
and Member, Purchase College Council

Dennis E. Glazer
Chairman, Purchase College Council

Kevin V. Collymore ’10* 
President, Purchase College Alumni Association

Lucille Werlinich
Chair, Purchase College Foundation

Michelle C. Ifill
Vice Chair, Trustee, Purchase College Foundation 

David M. Fleisher ‘75
Vice Chair, Trustee, Purchase College Foundation

William Klingenstein
Vice Chair, Trustee, Purchase College Foundation

Judith Riggs
Vice Chair, Trustee, Purchase College Foundation

Adotei Akwei ‘84*
President’s Award for Distinguished Alumni

Lucille Wijnands ‘20*
National Anthem Singer
Conservatory of Music, Jazz Voice Performance
Ella Fitzgerald Scholar

Alfa DeJesus ‘20*
Senior Class Speaker 
School of Liberal Studies

Patricia Bice
Interim Vice President for Student Affairs and 
Enrollment Management 
Dean of Student Affairs

Judy Nolan
Chief Financial Officer and Vice President  
for Operations

Donna Frithsen
Interim Vice President for Institutional 
Advancement 
Interim Executive Director of the Purchase College 
Foundation and Charitable Entities

Lorenzo Candelaria
Dean, School of the Arts
Professor of Music

Ross A. Daly
Interim Dean, School of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Associate Professor of Journalism 

Anne Kern
Dean for Global Strategy and International Programs
Associate Professor of Film and Cinema Studies

Gregory Taylor
Associate Provost for Academic Affairs  

Caitlin Read
Dean of Enrollment Management

Trudy Milburn
Assistant Dean, School of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Director of Liberal Studies and Arts Management 
and Entrepreneurship

Kathleen Farrell
Chief Human Resources Officer

Jerima DeWese
Chief Diversity Officer/Affirmative Action Officer
Title IX Coordinator
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Platform Party

Christopher Robbins*
Director, School of Art+Design
Associate Professor of Art+Design

Jack Tamburri*
Interim Director, Conservatory of Theatre Arts
Visiting Associate Professor of Theatre Arts  

Nelly van Bommel Zelniker*
Director, Conservatory of Dance
Associate Professor of Dance

Jenny Undercofler*
Director, Conservatory of Music
Associate Professor of Practice in Music

Linda Bastone*
Chair, School of Natural and Social Sciences
Associate Professor of Psychology

Aviva Taubenfeld*
Chair, School of Humanities
Associate Professor of Literature and Writing

Paula Halperin*
Chair, School of Film and Media Studies
Associate Professor of Latin American History

Maria Guralnik*
Board of Study Coordinator, Arts Management 
Assistant Professor of Practice in Arts Management  
and Entrepreneurship 
School of the Arts

Tracy Fitzpatrick
Director, Neuberger Museum of Art
Associate Professor of Art History

Seth Soloway
Director, Performing Arts Center

Mustafa Sakarya
Director, Library

Keith Landa
Director, Instructional Technology, Teaching,
Learning and Technology Center
Associate Librarian
Vice President/Secretary SUNY University 
Faculty Senate

Ryan Taylor  
University Faculty Senator 
Associate Professor of Environmental Studies

Dan Hanessian
Faculty Presiding Officer
Chair of the Purchase College Senate
Associate Professor of Theatre Design/Technology

Lizz Elvira 
President, Professional Staff Council

Lee Ehrman
Mace Carrier
Distinguished Professor of Biology
School of Natural and Social Sciences

Peter Schwab
Faculty Marshal
Professor of Political Science 
School of Natural and Social Sciences

Police Officer Matthew Alto
New York State University Police, Color Guard

Police Officer Dina Chakides
New York State University Police, Color Guard

Police Officer Patrick Fanno
New York State University Police, Color Guard

Police Officer Saini Pardeep
New York State University Police, Color Guard

*Commencement celebration video participant
  View at purchase.edu/commencement
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President’s Award for  
Distinguished Alumni
Adotei Akwei '84

Adotei Akwei, whereas, you received a Bachelor 
of Arts in Political Science and Economics as a 
member of the class of 1984,

Whereas, you were born in Ghana where your 
father worked as a diplomat in the Foreign Service 
for the West African country, then his diplomatic 
service brought your family to China and to the 
United Nations in New York as well. During his 
service in New York, your family lived in both New 
Rochelle and Mamaroneck in Westchester County,

Whereas, in 1980 you followed your older sister to 
Purchase College, who preceded you by one year, 
to study economics at your father’s request,

Whereas, your interest in economics waned with 
exposure to classes in international relations, 
African literature, and political science. Your 
professors, including Connie Lobur, John Gitlitz, 
and Jean Herskovitz, were all influential and 
demanding and the discourse was inspiring, but 
one professor significantly impacted your life’s 
work,

Whereas, the influence of your faculty advisor, 
Professor Peter Schwab, had a major role in the 
development of your intellect and career path. In 
his class you were exposed to the 1974 Vietnam 
War award-winning documentary film, Hearts and 
Minds, which inspired you to dedicate yourself to 
fighting abuse,   

Whereas, following Purchase you attended 
William and Mary College, earning a Master of 
Arts in Government and International Relations. 
From there you began your 30-plus year career in 
advocacy work,

Whereas, in every role you’ve held, you have been 
a strong proponent for human rights, 

Whereas, you worked for CARE USA in Bangkok 
and Washington DC and for more than 10 years at 
Amnesty International USA, the largest grass roots 
human rights organization in the world, as the 
senior advocacy director for Africa, as the director 
of campaigns, and most recently as the deputy 
director for advocacy and government relations, 

Whereas, you testified before Congress and 
participated in human rights missions to Nigeria, 
Benin, and Ethiopia, and pursued advocacy work in 
Zimbabwe and Malawi as well,

Whereas, in 2000 you received the Washington 
Peacemaker Award from American University for 
work promoting human rights values to university 
students; and in 2003 you earned fellowships at 
the National Endowment for Democracy and the 
Carr Center for Human Rights Policy at Harvard 
University,

Whereas, your advocacy work included developing 
and implementing campaigns that address issues 
affecting Africa and Asia such as poverty, child 
soldiers in Africa, the conflict diamonds trade, HIV/
AIDS, climate change, and the empowerment of 
women to name just a few,

Whereas, in 2017 you returned to Purchase 
College and delivered the Mary Edwards Lecture: 
“Breaking the Glass Ceiling and Human Rights 
in Sub-Saharan Africa: The Critical Challenge of 
Women’s Rights,” 

Whereas, you enthusiastically support Purchase 
College’s alumni engaged in pursuit of careers in 
the areas of advocacy and human rights as well as 
the global initiatives of the college,

Now therefore do I, Dennis Craig, Interim 
President, on behalf of the alumni, faculty, 
students, and staff of Purchase College, State 
University of New York proudly recognize,

Adotei Akwei

Recipient of the Purchase College President’s 
Award for Distinguished Alumni

Presented on this,
the 15th of May, 2020

Dennis Craig, Interim President
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President’s Award for  
Distinguished Alumni Recipients

2005 Jill Bargonetti-Chavarria ’85 (Biology)
 Fred Wilson ’76 (Visual Arts)
 
2006 Harvey Wang ’77 (Visual Arts and Anthropology)

2007 Doug Varone ’78 (Dance)
 Adam Nagourney ’77 (Economics)

2008 Dwayne Croft ’83 (Music)
 Jeremy Gerard ’77 (Literature)

2009 Donald Margulies ’76 (Visual Arts)
 Chris Wedge ’81 (Film) 

2010 Terese Capucilli ’78 (Dance)
 Michael Powell ’78  (History)

2011 Susie Essman ’77 (Urban Studies)
 Jon Kessler ’80 (Visual Arts) 
 
2012 John Ambroseo ’83 (Chemistry)
 Ivan Menchell ’83 (Drama Studies)

2013 Gregory Crewdson ’85 (Culture and Society)
 Jessica Hentoff  ’77 (Sociology) 

2014 Jodi Long ’76 (Theatre Arts)
 Peter Powchik ’79 (Chemistry)

2015 Kyle Abraham ’00 (Dance)  

2016 Stephen Vitiello ’86 (Literature)

2017 Regina Spektor ’01 (Music)
 
2018 Jay Olcutt Sanders '76 (Theatre Arts)
 Latrice Monique Walker, Esq. '01 (Sociology and Political Science)

2019 Ina Mayhew '81 (Theatre Design)

The Purchase College President’s Award for Distinguished Alumni marks the occasion of a maturing 
institution and honors distinguished alumni whose demonstrated excellence and significant contributions 
within their chosen fields reflect on the quality of their educational experience at Purchase College. We are 
confident that our alumni—poised as they are for roles of major influence and contribution—will continue to 
emerge worthy of these awards.
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Honorary Degree Recipients

1982 Roy R. Neuberger Doctor of Fine Arts

1983 Peter R. Marler Doctor of Science 
 Toni Morrison Doctor of Humane Letters

1985 Elliott Carter Doctor of Music

1986 Joseph Papp Doctor of Fine Arts 
 George Rickey Doctor of Fine Arts

1987 Harry Belafonte Doctor of Fine Arts 
 William Woodside Doctor of Humane Letters

1988 Paul Taylor Doctor of Fine Arts

1989 Robert L. Heilbroner Doctor of Humane Letters 
 Cynthia Ozick Doctor of Humane Letters

1990 Hal Prince Doctor of Fine Arts

1991 Joseph Nanven Garba Doctor of Laws 
 Donald M. Kendall Doctor of Humane Letters 
 Rose Styron Doctor of Humane Letters

1992 H. Jack Geiger Doctor of Science 
 George Segal Doctor of Fine Arts

1993 Sandra Cisneros Doctor of Letters 
 Martha Hill Doctor of Fine Arts

1994 William Styron Doctor of Letters

1995 Henry Louis Gates Jr. Doctor of Letters 
 Earl G. Graves Doctor of Humane Letters 
 Cynthia Gregory Doctor of Fine Arts

1997 Edward Albee Doctor of Letters 
 L. Erlenmeyer-Kimling Doctor of Science 
 Frederic V. Salerno Doctor of Humane Letters

1998 Charles Thomas Close Doctor of Fine Arts 
 Wesley Snipes Doctor of Fine Arts

1999 Paul Gottlieb Doctor of Humane Letters

2000 Robert Rubin  Doctor of Humane Letters

2001 James Earl Jones Doctor of Fine Arts

It is the tradition of the academy to honor individuals of preeminence, influence, and service within their 
chosen fields, the Honorary Doctorate, awarded by the Board of Trustees of the State University as a whole, 
recognizes individuals for a significant body of life’s work, unparalleled accomplishments, and/or generous 
and sustained service to society.
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Honorary Degree Recipients

2002 Judith Jamison Doctor of Fine Arts 
 Joseph Volpe  Doctor of Humane Letters

2003 Cora Cahan Doctor of Humane Letters 
 Timothy John Russert Doctor of Humane Letters 
 Robert Scholes Doctor of Letters

2004 Billy Collins Doctor of Letters 
 Clark Terry Doctor of Music 
 Joan M. Weill Doctor of Humane Letters
 
2005 Santo Loquasto Doctor of Fine Arts 
 Carl Safina Doctor of Science

2006 Allan E. Goodman Doctor of Humane Letters 
 Carmen De Lavallade Doctor of Fine Arts

2007 Tania León Doctor of Music 
 Joyce Randolph Doctor of Fine Arts

2008 Tony Kushner     Doctor of Letters 
 Jeffrey D. Sachs Doctor of Science

2009 Dianne Mcintyre     Doctor of Fine Arts 
 Frederick Wiseman Doctor of Fine Arts

2010 Philip Bosco     Doctor of Fine Arts

2011 Alfredo Jaar     Doctor of Fine Arts 
 Evelyn Fox Keller Doctor of Science

2012 Elizabeth J. McCormack Doctor of Humane Letters 
 Aaron Benjamin Sorkin Doctor of Fine Arts

2013 Eric Foner Doctor of Humane Letters

2014 Amy Goodman Doctor of Humane Letters 
 John Zorn Doctor of Music

2015 David Henry Hwang Doctor of Fine Arts 
 Indra Krishnamurthy Nooyi  Doctor of Humane Letters 
 Debora Lynn Spar Doctor of Humane Letters 

2016 Katherine L. Vockins Doctor of Humane Letters 

2017 Barbaralee Diamonstein-Spielvogel Doctor of Arts 
 David N. Dinkins  Doctor of Laws
 Holland Cotter Doctor of Letters

2019 Fred Douglas Wilson '76 Doctor of Fine Arts 
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Senior Class Speaker and 
Ceremonial Brick and Mace
Senior Class Speaker
A Commencement tradition, the senior class speaker is chosen to reflect the graduating class experience 
and represents the very best of Purchase College. A panel of faculty and staff members review applications 
and choose the senior class speaker on how well they represent the ideals and values of Purchase College.

Ceremonial Brick
The Brick Holder ceremony is one of our fondest traditions. First given to a student at the 1998 freshman 
orientation program, this brick is now awarded to a graduating senior who has made an outstanding 
contribution to the quality of student life throughout their Purchase tenure. By “returning” the brick, 
the values of leadership, service, involvement, and positive change are gifted forward to the next class of 
graduates. 

Ceremonial Mace
The mace, traditionally a staff made of metal or wood, has been used in ceremonial occasions since the 14th 
century by European universities as a symbol of university scholarship.
 
In 2003, President Thomas Schwarz asked faculty members Dennis FitzGerald and Eric Wildrick to create a 
ceremonial mace for Purchase College.

The head of the Purchase College ceremonial mace is a bronze and stainless steel form that represents 
the “The Flame of Knowledge.” The stainless steel core of the “flame” is surrounded by six elements, 
representing each of the six constituencies of the college: Students, Faculty, Staff, Alumni, Administration, 
and Community.
   
The flame form is attached to a shaft of locally sourced walnut, a wood that symbolizes growth and nourishment.
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Senior Class Speaker and  
Ceremonial Brick Holder
Senior Class Speaker
Alfa DeJesus '20

While at Purchase, Alfa dedicated her time to collaborating with her peers. She also played women’s 
basketball, worked as a tutor and counselor in the Great Potential Program, and served as a mentor for 
freshmen and sophomores in the Educational Opportunity Program (EOP).

Inspired by her peers, she eventually recorded and released one of the many self-written songs she kept in 
her journals and even performed at the Stood. Last semester she put together her very own show, where 
she encouraged her freshman mentees from the summer of 2019 to showcase their talent. 

Alfa is incredibly grateful for the learning and growth she’s been able to obtain through the experiences of 
her education at Purchase. 

She would like to thank her family and friends for always being loving and supportive of her journey and 
thanks everyone that ever attended her performances. With their presence alone Alfa learned that her voice 
would matter to the world as much as she wanted it to. 

“I would like to wholeheartedly thank the Purchase College community, the faculty, advisors, coaches, and 
everyone at EOP for being a component of something bigger than themselves and creating a welcoming 
safe space for all,” Alfa says. “More importantly, I would like to thank the student body for being an 
undying source of inspiration.” 

After graduating from the School of Liberal Studies, Alfa plans to return home to the Bronx and continue 
to discover the ways in which she can impact the community around her. She will continue to write and 
perform locally. She hopes to be able to bring her ideas to life, create new projects, and collaborate with 
like-minded beings. Fate will carry her through.

Brick Holder
Kari Luna ’20
 
Kari Luna has been extremely involved on campus. She’s served as a Senior Resident Assistant, an 
Orientation Leader, a MAP mentor, an Admissions Ambassador, President of Latinx Unidos, and a More 
Store employee. She majored in Playwriting and Screenwriting and minored in Journalism. Kari is also 
the recipient of the 2020 Vice President for Student Affairs and Enrollment Management Award for 
Outstanding Contribution to the Quality of Student Life. She’d like to thank everyone who helped make her 
experience at Purchase a fruitful one. 
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Awards

President's Award for 
Achievement

Morgan Van Nest
Abbott Kaplan Award for Interdisciplinary 
Achievement 

Megan Stacey
Abbott Kaplan Award for Interdisciplinary 
Achievement 

Savannah Strenz 
School of Art+Design

Keegan Sagnelli
Arts Management

Raechelle Manalo
Conservatory of Dance 

Deon Gentle
School of Film and Media Studies

Hannah Mari
School of Humanities

Bethany Ostrander
School of Liberal Studies & Continuing Education

Lucy Wijnands
Conservatory of Music

Charles Belknap
School of Natural and Social Sciences

Alexis Kilburn
Conservatory of Theatre Arts

Chancellor’s Awards  
for Student Excellence

Britney Ditocco
History/Studio Composition

Ilias Fourati
Chemistry/Instrumental Performance

President’s Award for Student 
Public Art on Campus

Jonathan Harris
Composition/Performance; Minor Visual Arts

Thayer Fellowship Award

Elizabeth Cook
Acting

Rakeem Hardy
Dance

The President’s Awards for Achievement recognize outstanding academic and creative accomplishment by 
a graduating senior, nominated and selected by the faculty of their respective schools. The Abbott Kaplan 
Awards recognize interdisciplinary excellence. Students are nominated by their faculty and selected by 
the Academic Awards Committee. The Chancellor’s Award for Student Excellence was created in 1997 to 
recognize SUNY students who have best demonstrated, and have been recognized for, the integration 
of academic excellence with accomplishments in the areas of leadership, athletics, community service, 
creative and performing arts, campus involvement, or career achievement. The President’s Award for 
Student Public Art on Campus is selected by the Public Art Committee. The Thayer Fellowship Awards are 
monetary awards given each year to outstanding candidates for graduation from The State University of 
New York, funded through endowments established in honor of Jeanne C. Thayer, Trustee of SUNY from 
1974-1984, and Patricia Kerr Ross, former Artistic Director of the Thayer Fellowship.
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Degree Candidates

Listed on the following pages are all degree candidates from Purchase College, State University 
of New York, who are eligible for the awarding of appropriate degrees and honors upon 
completion of prescribed work.

This does not constitute the official list of those who will receive honors. Official 
determinations regarding honors designations will be made at the time of degree conferral.

C = Cum Laude     M = Magna Cum Laude     S = Summa Cum Laude     * = January 2020

School of Art+Design

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS

Jessica Taylor Abbott
Jessica Elaine Albert (M)
Alexander Paul Ermita  
   Alejandrino
Moni Andreolli
Maryam Annabel Audu
Emma Claire Baynes (M)
Katherine Bencosme*
Lauren Allison Bleiwas
Lin Shaye Caffoe
Daniel Antonio Castro
Kristina Maria Ciklic (C)
Leah Cirrincione (C)
Juan Lorenzo Cobo
Liv Cocozza
Shaun Conner
Carl Austin Coppola
Sarah Jeanne Couture (C)
Matthew Frederick Crisson (C)
Sarah E. Dailey*
Julian De Leon
Ahnad Edmond Dunlap (C)
Elizabeth Marie Duran (C)
Talia Rose Evans (C)
Maia Elizabeth Fernandez
Camaryn Franchi (M)
Megan Paula Gallagher
Lesley Garzon*
Taiss Ghuliani
Edward Lance Gibbs III
Niki Giokas
Anouk Sophia Catherine  
   Grandits (S)
Katherine R. Hanson
Kaylan Mary Haralambides (C)*
Kelly R. Harding (C)
Ethan James Hayes (C)

Anna Rose Henry (S)
Ricardo A. Hernandez (C)
Harrison Isaac
Kimberly Michaelle Jimenez
Mariah Lynn Johnson
Ellen Elizabeth Jones (C)
Elizabeth Katherine Kaiser (C)
Lauren E. Kantor
Emily S. King*
Halima Konteh (C)
Sara Latham
Maya Lee
Augusta Frances Leopold
Maria Eliza Licciardi
Benjamin Michael Lojacono
Dashiell Liam Lynch
Brenna Maria Marcuccilli
Inza Isidra Martinez (C)
Katherine Mathews
Lucas Everett McBath
Jonathan P. McCormack*
Tyler Michael McCray
Eamon McGee
Thainawan Medina
Catherine Mary Neftleberg (S)
Samantha Noh*
Ceara-Sineade Aisling Nolan (C)
Alejandra Noyola
Madison Karoline Obry
Karen Michelle O’Connell*
Christopher Thomas O’Connor (C)
Kevin James O’Connor (M)
Hakeem Olayinka
Madison Osborne (S)
John Anthony O’Shea
Andreo Massimo Otiniano
Rin Otoguro (C)*
Jung Eun Park (M)
Heloise Anne Claire Paugam (S)*
Albert Josue Peguero (C)
Lisbet Lelah Person

Monica E. Philbin
Emma Natalie Reid
Kassandra Crystál Robertson
Angel Christopher Ryan
Eden Baley Russo (M)
Mariah Salter
Jacob Noe Saravay
Isaiah David Ship*
Brianne Ambrose Simon (C)
Sarah Liu Li Spruchman
Lilly Lyons Steers (C)
Savannah Winter Strenz (S)
John Bradford Sullivan (S)
Colin Thomas Taylor*
Michelle Tineo*
Jessica C. Usma
Sarah Josephine Valencia (C)
Meila Migdalia Vazquez-Miller
Stacey Vidal
Melenie Dales Warner
Austin Charles Wells (S)
Samantha Jane Barron Woodard
Kathryn Elizabeth Wright
Amber M. Yarter

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Kalila Ain Abdur-Razzaq (M)
Robin Ann Alegado (C)
Yoheslin Milieth Carrillo
Niani Iiajah Cartwright
Alexandra Victoria Cebollero
Albert Larry Davis
Alexandra Raiven Gibbons (S)
Gabriela Glavan (S)
Brett Killian Hammel (C)*
Leo Hodson
Nadji Shamar Lindsey
Bevin Mirielle Macutay
Carlisa Eilita Mapp
Wadiah Tasnim Binte Mohammad
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Kathryn Marie Paletta (M)
Sharon Estefany Romans  
   Vasquez
Olivia P. Rouse (C)*
Hanna Feldmann Sheehan*
Carolyn Zhu Spillane
Madison Leigh Svercel (C)
Caleb J. Thomas*
Bianca Maria Torres
Emma Rain Whitbeck (C)
 

MASTER OF FINE ARTS 

Monique Jacquelyn Boutin
Catherine Elizabeth Janky
Andrea E. Markel
Sapun Ngoensritong
Noriko Okada
Graham W. Pooley
Emma Rebekah Welty
Gregory Theodore Wharmby

Arts Management 
and Entrepreneurship

BACHELOR OF ARTS
 
Gregory Joseph Abiuso (C)*
Mari Arima
Madisyn Taylor Balamont (C)
Gianna Isabella Bartolini (C)*
Emily Elizabeth Neves Bockisch
Amie Bush
Billie-Jo Louise Buttner (M)
Astrella J. Dacosta
Briana Colleen De Angelis (C)
Sophia DeLaCruz (M)
Makenzie M. Ellis (M)
Ramzi Harry Fakih
Alicia Marie Ferrullo
Masaya Funakoshi (M)
Ryan S. Germinaro
Dawson Goodrich (C)
Gabrielle Hernandez (C)
Kai E. Jackson*
Catherine Marie Tifanie Laurent (C)
Francis Joseph McGovern*
Nicholas Adam Miller (M)
Viktoriya Molchanova (S)
Julia Blanca Montilla
Catherine Mary Neftleberg (S)
Emily Ann Nobumoto (C)*
Manuel Wilfrido Piedra*
Alan Amador Pugielli
Leandra Tantillo Rice (C)
Olivia Leigh Rick (M)
Sonya Danika Rio-Glick (S)
Eric Rios (C)
Heather Marie Rothmann (M)
Sara Rubenstein (C)
Keegan J. Sagnelli (S)
Alec L. Segalman (S)
Harrison James Shaul
Jean Marie Silver (C)
Alyssa Sirani (M)
Naja Makeda Stafford (C)*
Milo Oliver Stricker
Andres Torres
Andrew Valenza*
Jaela Vaughn
Lorelei Genevieve Volpe (C)*

Oshantay Vaunastacia Waite
Dwayne Evan Wilson
Gerald Michael Windus (C)
James Rocco Yarusso

MASTER OF ARTS

Alexandra Lee Harper*
Renee Leona Jones*
Leo Khudyak*
Yoo Lim Lee*
Zichen Wang*

School of Art+Design 
(cont')
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Conservatory of 
Dance

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS

McCall Katherine Atkinson (S)
Gianna Isabella Bartolini (C)*
Charly Elizabeth Berghofer (M)
Sylvia Rose Berman (S)
William Andrew Byram (S)
ChrissyAnn Carpenter (C)
Emily Marie Chase (C)
Nicoletta Angele Coppola (S)
Emily Patricia Hennessy Dean (C)
Robinson Vincent Denzer (C)
Madison Jo Elliott (C)
Sarah Michelle Flack (S)
Eddieomar Gonzalez*
Aimee Martin Grumbach (S)
Elise Lyn Gumbiner (S)
Rakeem Anthony Hardy (M)
Daniela Jezerinac*
Maleek Aziz Joseph
Miya Nelson Kim
Kanami Kusajima (S)
Jeongmin Lee (C)
Cori Lorena Lewis (S)
Sully Kamal Malaeb Proulx (S)
Raechelle Mae Dalisay Manalo (S)
Leslie Anne Merced (C)
Faith Joy Mondesire (C)
Tess Elizabeth Neill (S)
Joshua Alexander Noel
Kai Talia Richardson (M)
Cora Diane Rinehart (C)
Katrin Elisabeth Roach (C)
Solange Elsa-Marie Rodrigues (M)
Georgia June Taylor (M)
Rachel Marie Tiedemann
Lucia Barrer Tozzi (C)
Morgan Lindsay Van Nest (S)
Candace Christine Vincent
Morgan Lee Wade*

School of Film and 
Media Studies

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Kyrese Adams
Matthew Aaron Alioto
Matthew T. Almont
Dazlyn I. Anderson (C)
Christian James Aufiero
Christopher Dylan Baker
Katelyn Rose Barbour
Gavin Thomas Barker (C)
Samuel Tamlin Kopel Bell (S)
Jacob Daniel Bender
Aleeza Claire Benyona (M)*
Anna Bosworth (S)
Savannah Wisdom Breen (M)
Caleb Anthony Brown
Dana Katherine Burns
Dylan Calderon
Chloemaria Madeline  
   Campanelli*
Melanie Dawn Candelora
Gabriel John Carbonara
Ariela Kianna Dominique  
   Carrington*
Wilson Castro (C)
Graham Vincent Chorusey
Catherine Collins
Soren Alf Correia (S)
Kennedy Anne Deaugustine
Xavier Jahill Despinos
Samantha Diaz
Emma Flaum
Rachel M. Floss (C)*
Jessica Linda Gambino (C)
Deon Gentle (C)
Meghan Elizabeth Gill (M)
William Zoldessy Gillman
Alec Giorgio
Avram S. Goldman
Ian Michael Goodman
Sara Elizabeth Gunn (S)*
Shannon Maura Hanna (C)
Daniel John Heinley (C)
Mariah Michele Hoffman
Andrew Matthew Hohl
Emily Isabel
Patrick Adelin Jennejahn (C)
Jessica Jimenez
Dylan Povolny Kadar Karame
Dennis Joseph Kenter

Nadia Samira Keynejad
Jacob Philip Klainberg
Jeremy Patrick Kolodziejski
Levon Kostandyan
Walter George Lauer III
Jamie Cara Lerner (M)
Madison Frances Levine (M)*
Steven Thomas Lomangino (C)
Mariana T. Lopes*
Katherine Lousell
Kari Luna
Vernon Jerrod Macklin
Elana Mae Marcus (C)
Vincent Matthew Mazzella (M)
Connor John McGinty
Troy McIver
Paige Anne Mcnamara*
Daniel Mendelson (S)*
Kenasia Tadree Moore
Grace Anna Orlando (M)*
Molly Frances Ormsbee
Tyler Joesph Paparella
Samantha Ann Parmely
Reddmond Gene Perone (M)
Ryan Shea Pinkall (C)
Mhaya Polacco (C)
Erin Rachel Pollack (M)
Devin Orion Antaya  
   Rasmussen (M)
Zakary Quinn Reynolds (S)
Marquis Riggins
Sahkeim Isiah Robinson
Adaury Alberto Rodriguez
Anthony Nelson Rojas (M)
Sharon Estefany Romans 
   Vasquez
John Robert Romero*
Sabina Rosas*
Mariafe Sanchez
Austin Charles Schmitt
Benjamin I. Segal
Ember AutumnSkye Sheffer (M)
Carter L. Simonson (C)
Robert Lloyd Singer (C)
Nicholas Arnold Sirico (C)
Jewel Slade (C)
Miles Pfeiffer Slade (C)
Alara Magritte Slonaker
Sundiatta Louis Small
Tajh Chance Smith
Dhaynan J. Solano (C)
Megan Elizabeth Stacey (S)
Bennett Evan Stolz
Marguerite Elizabeth Tirrell*
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Destiny Tompkins
Iwan Ten Traeger-Payne
Andrea Elizabeth Villacres
Annalise Vivolo
Jameil Johnathan White
Jade Alexia Williams
Lindsay Nicole Williams
Christopher Worcester (C)*

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS

Christos Adrianopoulos
Julia Kelly Berkey (M)
Tyler John Blake (C)
Helena Holland Breger (C)
Joseph Henry Caughey
Leland Kudanov Elson
Miquel Enrigue (C)
Marc Fersko (S)
Jonathon Giannotte
Sergei Golubnichiy
Jessica Anne Gordon (S)
Benjamin Parker Graham (M)
Nicolas Inglese
Yasmin Rahoda Josiah
Alexzander Karlin (C)
Aidan Peter Kaye (M)
Heather Leota Kendall (C)
Abigail Woodford Lang (S)
Maia Allegra Liebeskind (M)
Michelle Marie Locke (M)
Ryan Christopher Miele
Chelsea R. Muscat (M)
Sasha A. Perez (C)
Marcial Bernard Pilataxi
Melanie Sophia Rosete (S)
Waku Shoji (C)
Tillie Simon
Victoria Isabel Suyas
Karla Oleika Taveras
Kevin W. Wingertzahn (M)
Viktor Douglas Zoeller (M)

MASTER OF FINE ARTS

Jaleel Anthony Campbell
Hillary Hooper
Tatiana Scartezini Leal
Samuel David Liebert

School of Humanities

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Mitchell Angelo
Anna Cameron Aronowitz
Cameron Paul Bish*
Justin David Blatt (S)
Jack Patrick Boggan (M)
Kassidy Anne Bowering
Caleb Anthony Brown
Vicktor M. Bueno
Danny Bunyavong (S)
Dana Katherine Burns
Yoheslin Milieth Carrillo
Domenic Jase Carucci
Raul Enrique Chavez
Nekiyah Imani Taylor Chester
Mark Chipilo (S)
Joaquin Andre Contreras
Brian J. Cranston
Renee Cullivan
Maya Tavorath Dangmann
Samiyah Destiny Defreitas
Nicholas Lawrence Dinielli Jr (M)
Britney Anne Ditocco (S)
Kaitlin Carswell Dodds (S)*
Elia Joan Steinberg Doyle (C)
Olivia Grace Duff-Rogliano (C)
Adesola Nora Escayg
Dany Joel Estevez
Franklin Feliciano III
Victoria Constance Fennell
Jackson Robert Fischer-Diotte (C)
Nicholas Fong*
Conor James Fowler
Kieren Uriah Fox
Daniel Eric Galasso
Jesse Garcia*
Deon Gentle (C)
Olivia M. Giblen (C)
Erin Veronica Ginley*
John Reilly Gould (C)
Jordan Ryan Green*
Rian Nicolas Grey
Peter Christian Grinnell (C)
Alyssa M. Guerra
Maria Jose Guzman-Ellis
Sophia Hadeshian (C)
Shadi Shukri Hammad
Siobhan Grace Hart (S)
Keeran Hemraj

Joyce Heyeh
Jackson Rudolph Hill
Leo Hodson
Natalia K. Hryniuk (M)
Steven Scott Hummel
Paul Jacob Hunter
Tara Rudelle Iacobellis (M)*
Nicholas Richard Intrabartola
Ryder Iwata
Zoe Margaret Jackson (C)
Benjamin Laurance Jacobs
Elizabeth Ann Jacobson (M)
Patrick Adelin Jennejahn (C)
Taito Katsumata*
Amy Kendel*
Nora Knox
Ariel Picton Kobayashi (S)
Flora Pearl Kraatz
Fredderica Emma Krehbiel (S)
Katherine Coralie Lamar (S)
Abigail Woodford Lang (S)
Catherine Marie Tifanie Laurent (C)
Jessica A. LaVopa (C)
Evan Michael Liu
Georgina Marie Liucci (C)
Savannah Li Lopez
Michael Charles Lorig
Leila Rabia Louhaichy (C)
Mark Lukic (C)*
Ryan Majors
Miguel Jorge Malig (C)
Kristen Leigh Manchenton
Leandra Manon
Elana Mae Marcus (C)
Hannah I. Mari (M)
Bridget Lynn Martin
Shanille Drusilla Martin*
Amber Jacobo Mayo
Muse McCormack (M)
Ashlyn Nicole Mcgrath*
Aidan V. McHugh (S)
Brianna Maleekia Mckenzie*
Jeniffer Denise Mera
Devin J. Merone*
Faith Joy Mondesire (C)
Ceara-Sineade Aisling Nolan (C)
Dimitri William Otto
Charles Joseph Owens (C)
Karen Marie Panke*
Imani I. Parker (M)*
Mariana Leandro Pizzol (C)
Mikayla Raye Policastro (C)
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Brian Ponte
Davone Terrance Presley
Derrick Joseph Racho*
Amber Rose Ramirez
Matthew J. Ribuffo
Monica Noel Riolo (C)
Darryl Joseph Lee Rojas-Taylor
Kristina T. Rubertone
Naomi Alexandria Russell (C)
Paul Giulio Sacchetti
Keegan J. Sagnelli (S)
Saranda Drake Sahinovic
Oscar David Salazar
Elizabeth Jamie Salzmann
Nicholas Sebastian Sapienza
Sydney Nicole Shaffer
Colin M. Sharp-O’Connor
Colin Christopher Shellard
Jean Marie Silver (C)
Brianne Ambrose Simon (C)
Samantha Erin Sklar (C)
Carly Kay Sorenson (S)
Cole Joseph-Sidney Stancliffe
Finbar O’Sullivan Stuart
Meagan Lee Sweeney
Afdal Elena Tehseldar
Keren Larissa Thomas
Mariah Ashley Thomas
Nicholas Manuel Torres
Alexander Solomon Trovini
Arthur Patrick Uzieblo
Matthew Anthony Vaughan (S)*
Kathleen Villalobos*
Taylor A. Wood (C)

MASTER OF ARTS

Monique Jacquelyn Boutin
Catherine Elizabeth Janky
Jennifer M. Jones
Noriko Okada
Caroline Riley
Elizabeth Mifflin Sweeny
Emma Rebekah Welty
Gregory Theodore Wharmby

School of Liberal 
Studies

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Amir A-Ali
Lila Abaddi
Daniel Lemus Agostinho
Jessica M. Ahlmen (C)
Julia Alvarado*
Lava Antar (S)
Michael John Archer
Isiah Baskins
Donovan Rashawn Beaubrun*
Sorayard F. Bleck
Keisha Phillippa Bonner*
Connor James Boyle
Courtenea Dellana Brown
Ann Lee Burnett (C)*
Nicole Laura Cannata*
Noelle Elizabeth Carlson
Daniella Marie Chiaramonte (C)
Nicholas Michael Chiaramonte
Alice E. Crawford*
Samantha Elizabeth Daly
Alfa De Jesus
Jake R. Deacon*
John Luis Delacruz
Djurha Stamella Dume
Rafi Dym
Marcia Edelstein*
Anna Vasilica Falcone
James Gregory Feeney (M)
Michael Joseph Felix
Sarah Ann Ferrando*
Paul Michael Fiore
John R. Fitzgerald
Caleigh Anne Fortunato
Percy Fernando Franco Garcia*
Anthony M. Gaito (C)
Madeline Theresa Galgano (C)
Andrae M. Goldson*
Isis Gonzalez
Cristina Gonzalez-Gaitan
Kian Patrick Gorgorian (M)
Amani Sarai Graham
Andressa Grathwohl
Martha Springall Gray (S)*
Wade Anthony Green Jr
Samantha Emily Grim
James Stein Ham
Brian Keith Hardy II

Marquis Harris
Maximilian Michael Hastings
Paris J. Holloman
Gregory John Iarocci
Kerindu Crystal Iheagwara*
Gustav Inirio-Akuetey
Lina K. Jamal (C)
Charles Jones (C)*
Besthijanah Joseph
Angelica Kolpak (C)
Amanda Marie Kozlek
Nicholas Joseph La Sala
Tyler Joseph Lamphere
Caitlin Erica Law*
Brian Walter Lazecko (M)
Anulsa Solangie Ledesma
Mildred R. Lenci
Tony Liciaga
Piko Horata Lowenstein (S)
Shane Landon Luczyski*
Rory Dune Kent Lyndon*
Matthew Paul Matera
Madison Nicole May*
Jeremiah Benjamin Maynard
Steven Robert Mccrain*
Abigail Maryleigh McGrady
Maranda Danny Mele
Maxx A. Miller
Cynthia King Newman*
Daniel Travis Ohrem
Emmanuel Kwadwo Oppong*
Bethany Juliette Ostrander (S)
Mark Lashlee Perkins
Brianna Rose Pirozzi
Marc Matthew Prado
Elinson Dionic Batista Ramirez
Angie Ramos
Amanda Marie Ressa
Mathew Reyes
Miguel A. Reyes*
Alexander Carl Robinson-Gabel*
Lisa M. Rosa*
Jack Andrew Santangelo*
Christopher James Santini*
Sulamaan Sarwar (C)
Rianna Moon Schneider (M)
Michael Scoli (M)
Daniel Zachary Scopp
Alexander T. Seki*
Sania Shabbir
Tomer Naftali Shabo
Kendralyn V. Shider*
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Degree Candidates

Bryanna Christina Simmons
Anna Sitley
Lauren Speck
Dawn Lynette Stipo (M)
Amaya Marie Straker
Jordan Suleiman
Alexis N. Tedesco*
Hung Helen Ting Thaler (C)*
Connie Joanna Tomasello
Daniel Patrick Tracy
Angela Ulysse (C)
Jeremy Ulysse
Tai Uong (S)
Miguel Angel Valencia
Steven Ilario Vinci*
Patrick John Wallace
Kieran James Walsh
Ayana Marie Willbright
Raymond Frederick Winans Jr
Jacob Robert Woods (S)
Emily M. Word
Yasmine M. Zeq
Adrian Charles Zidi

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Rena Akroush (C)
Aleeza Claire Benyona (M)*
Michael Philip Bitetto
Ashley Ann Blom
Dylan Gerard Breen*
Savannah Wisdom Breen (M)
Willie Kenneth Britton II
Stephen Richard Cardone*
Ian Caruso
Benjamin Alec Chalson
Cynthia Chan (M)
Renaldo Mario Coombs
Brian Donahue Jr
Austin Edwards
Anthony Joseph Fata
Zachary Thomas Fox
Erika G. Francis
Marissa Brielle Furtzaig (S)
Joshua Michael Gage
Shaquanna I. Gladden
Brendan Grella (C)*
Christopher Stephano Guzman (M)
Samantha Henriquez (M)

JoAnna Elise Hensel (M)
Jakirah Holloman
Adonia Angel Hosier
Stephen Paul Javakian
Charles Jones (C)*
Latisha J. Joseph
Sarah Mae Kimmel
Luke Edson Kubisch
Latoya Monique Lair
Brandon Jamal Lang
Anel Martinez
Lauren Summer Mathias*
Desiree Rose Mullins (C)
Kayla Rose Nuovo
Aaron Rahman*
Jordan Allen Reynolds (M)
Marcus Thomas Richardson
Azia Noelisse Rodriguez*
Judy Sabrina Romelien (M)*
Guy Vincent Sperlongano (C)
William Christopher Staggers (C)
Courtney Irene Staib*
Alexander L. Staino*
Kristin A. Stella
Tatiana Taveras (C)
Jeremy Tse
Hendrick Villalona (C)
Mikel Jeanine Williams

Conservatory of 
Music

BACHELOR OF MUSIC

Kristofer Allis (S)
Agatha Victoria Alvarez (C)
Wyatt E. Ambrose (S)*
Milleta Marie Dawn Andela (M)
Mary Margaret Aroune (C)
Giuliana Asperti (C)
Jade Micolai Joseph Aubertin (M)
Summer Aurora Bugbee (S)
Maxwell Hawk Burrough (M)
Julianne Elizabeth Casey
Matthew Cleary (C)
Jason Clotter
Keaton John Comiskey (M)
Isabella Da Fonseca (M)
Ethan Ryan Desautels (S)*
Britney Anne Ditocco (S)
Evan Anthony Ducreay
Andrew Guy Fermo (M)
Ilias Fourati (S)
Alexander Jeremy Friedlander
Miastasha Skye Gonzalez- 
   Colon (M)
Dawson Goodrich (C)
Nicholas E. Granelle
Liam Daniel Greiner
Brandon Thomas Gurba
Brian Michael Halliday (S)
Young A Cara Han (S)
Jonathan Harris (S)
William Heintz (M)
John Robert Hempel (C)
Kevin Douglas Jasaitis (M)
Sehyeon Ju (C)
Alexander Sandor Kagan (C)
Bret Evans Kaser (S)
David Korey (C)
Joseph Samuel Kress (C)
Brooke Nicole Lawrence (M)
Erica Imani Liburd (S)
Samuel Baker Long (M)*
Zachary Marshall (S)
Nicco Tatsuzo Mazziotto (S)
David McBarnett
Whisper McRae
Quinn Lindsay Meehan (S)
Gabrielle Caitlin Mendez (M)
Ralph Mendoza (C)
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Asa Miller (C)
Brittany Rose Miller (C)
Viktoriya Molchanova (S)
Alexander M. Moy (S)
Jeremy Ilan Natter (C)
Marisa-Journae Christina  
   Amoin N’Drin (S)
Joshua Richard Nelson (S)*
Iida Adriane Nyman (S)*
Jaylen Kenneth Petinaud
Trevor Pilinko (M)
Alexis Bridgett Porcaro
Anthony Santiago
Miho Sasaki (M)*
Austin Conrad Smith (M)
James Concetto Stagnitti Jr (S)
Emma Elizabeth Steen (S)
Kendall Currin Styers
Clayton James Thompson (M)
Annmarie Justine Usma (M)
Christopher Shakur Uzzell
Sabrina Marie van Vliet (M)
Joseph Hugh Vartanian (C)
William Joseph Vellek (C)
Lucille Marij Wijnands (M)
Yike Xi (C)
Austin Richard Zaff (S)

MASTER OF MUSIC

Yuika Abe
Caleb Scott Caming*
Stephanie Chan
Jing Chen
Rocio Diaz de Cossio
Stephanie Marie Dressler
Anthony Daniel Feliciano
Leonid Galaganov*
Nicholas N. Green
Anneke Kay Harger
John Philip Hasselback
Xiang Ji
Laura Enid Jobin-Acosta
Leo Khudyak*
Daniel Robert Kitzman
Yoonki Lee
Ting-Wei Li
Xingyu Liu
Jordan Matthew McLean
Alexander David Miller
Andrea Niccolai
Zachary Taylor O’Brien

Jacob Samuel Payne
Louis Elpedio Pettinelli
Zachary James Ritter
Jacob Joseph Rivera
Gabriella Cattarina Savino
Joshua Wayne Walker
ChunChun Yang*
Jing Zhou

ARTIST DIPLOMA

Emily Samantha Annesley
Ji Young So
Xi Wang*

School of Natural and 
Social Sciences

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Bernadette N. Alarage (C)
Destiny Sade Arthur (M)
Christian James Aufiero
Madisyn Taylor Balamont (C)
Samuel Louis Balko*
Gavin Thomas Barker (C)
Christian Joseph Battaglia
Kirk Alexander Bedward*
Mei Berg
Ashley Nicole Berry
Robert Anthony Bertolacci
Cameron Paul Bish*
Mennefer Nsoroma Isis Blue (S)
Sarah Rose Bobson*
Jasmine Chelsea Booker (C)
Rory Leroux Bosley
Arielle Brianna Boyd
Gavin Michael Brien
Alexandra Renee Briere
Lourdes Michelle Bustamante
Montserrat Cardenas
Nicholas Vincent Caro
Alba Zenaida Carrasco (M)
Charles Kuhlthau Caspari
Michelle Ann Cavalieri
James Nathaniel Cellum
Tara Leigh Clark
Catherine Collins
Justin Anthony Colon
Martina Lee Cooney (C)
Patricia Mark Cuchelo
Karla Jazmin Cuji Perez
Deijza D. Curtis*
Jemima Remalie Debras
Kaitlin Rose DeSantis
Elia Joan Steinberg Doyle (C)
Maria Caitlin Doyle*
Oliver M. Dubreus*
Mauricio Joseph Eguez
Jacob Ehrlich
Isaac Elkin (C)
Dany Joel Estevez
Jerielys Estevez
Rebecca Okelani Estrella
Marisa Ann Fahey (S)*
Stephanie Gayle Farber (C)
Brittany Amber Farquhar
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Susannah Rose Feldman
Marisa Sarina Ferrandi
Simone Mija Ferrantello (C)
Anastasia Mia Ferraro (M)
Bernardo Gabriel Figueroa (S)*
Melody Danielle Fonville
Ilias Fourati (S)
Sivon Fowles
Leo Henry Salmon Frampton
Joetta Jazzeline Francis
Jessica Linda Gambino (C)
Heather Simone Gates
Kylie Eileen Gawlik (C)*
Zachary Doonan Gemo*
Olivia M. Giblen (C)
Meaghan Margaret Gillen
Julie Godefroid (S)*
Benjamin Simon Goldsmith (C)*
Rosi Gomez Bonilla
Julia Granowski (M)
Anthony L. Graves II
Rachel Danielle Greenwald
Kevin Hector Grigera (C)
Nicholas A. Groner-Cavaleri
Michelle Guerrero Gonzalez
Bianca Guglielmo
Samantha H. Guzmán (C)
Tyler B. Hadley (S)
Tyler Vaughn Handschin*
Shannon Maura Hanna (C)
Patrick James Harmon
Jacqueline Marie Harnaga (M)
Nyasia Le’nise Harris*
Evan Strauch Harrison
J’Quan Hawkes*
Jonathan Thomas Hecker (M)
Joseph Michael Henry
Sabrina Ann Hernandez*
Edward Isaac Hilfstein
Cassandra Honey*
Carissa Horton
Angelica A. Howard*
Victoria Lynn Howe
Tara Rudelle Iacobellis (M)*
Maya Anna Johannes
Isaac William Jones
Raquel Catherine Juhasz
Mohammed Tareque Khan
Sumayra Sneha Khan (S)

Dana Kirk (S)
Steve George Kollias
Peter Van Lee Kourakos*
Arta Krasniqi
Alexander J. Kutscera*
Tori Ann La Fata*
Lorenzo Kai Lagares (C)
Daniel Naresh Lalji*
Robert Lamarche
Adriana C. Lencinas
Endrit Lipovica
Martin Lleshaj*
Robert Edward Lodes III
Andreia Alexandra Lopes  
   Nunes (C)
Angelica Sioux Lopez
Toby Lore
Amor Angelina Luciano
Aidyn Natalie Lurie
Brijesh Maini
Angelique K. Malcolm
Jaya Lalitha Mallela (S)
Matthew Russell Marchese (C)
Samantha M. Mastroianni (C)*
Denise Anne McCrink
Gabriel Carlos McKenna (S)
Paige Anne Mcnamara*
Jeniffer Denise Mera
Germain Meza
Max Owen Micallef
David Scott Millen
Nancy Miranda
Leika Edwige Mondesir
Kaysie Marie Morrone*
Alexa Dominique Murruni*
Julia Murzynski (S)
Rameen Ahmad Nazir
Bryanna Skye Nieves
Brazille Princess Noel
Laura Elizabeth Nugent*
Fatimat Ayomide Olatunbosun
Jorge Daniel Olea*
Sonia E. Orlova*
Julia Jade Paniza
Shane Pasko (S)
Allyson Pepper*
Mark Lashlee Perkins
Reddmond Gene Perone (M)
Octavia Phoenix (C)
Michael Steven Piazza*
Kyra Nicole Powell
Bozana Predojevic (C)*

Eden Preis (M)*
Elizabeth Ann Puma*
Jennifer Andrea Quijada
Cynthia Janette Quito
Tubten Darjey Rabten
Amber Rose Ramirez
Carmen Ines Ramos (C)
Jayce Alexander Rayo (M)
Alejandra Reinoso Medina (M)
Matthew J. Ribuffo
Kai Talia Richardson (M)
Alyssa Rifflard
Kennah Taylor Robertson (C)
Brett Anne Robison
Jade Lynn Rodriguez
Kimberly Lenoska Rodriguez*
Vanessa Rojo
Max Hammer Rosen
Gabriel D’Andre Clinton Roxbury*
Judy Rozmus
Aidan Sabert (C)
Pollanuit Sabsuebwong
Mollie Rebecca Sailer (C)
Lindsey Jensen Salamack*
Traci Clare Salvato
Angel Jenesys Sanchez
Holland Ann Sanchez
Natacha Sburlati
Samantha Ella Scalice (C)
Natalie Andrea Sherwood- 
   Rodriguez
Kelly Simmons*
Alexa Singer*
Rebecca Sinobio (C)
Marc Matthew Spatafore (S)*
Mikayla Grace Stanton
Samuel L. Stein
Jonathan T. Stern-Charles
Ashlee Stewart
Finbar O’Sullivan Stuart
Abinaya Beth Subramanian
Madison Leigh Svercel (C)
Caren Tedesco Cardoso*
Bethany Marie Tipping*
Nyla C. Tolbert*
Alexandrea Carol Townsend
Lucy Franziska Townsend
Brad Tse
Nicholas Anthony Ursini
Karlem Marisol Vacacela
Siena Ann Vaccara (C)
Paola Valencia
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Angelo Christian Valverde*
Kayla Marie Vanhouten*
Abigail Nicole Vasquez
Matthew Anthony Vaughan (S)*
Amanda Nicole Verdone*
Nicholas Vetrano
Vanessa Nunes Vieira
Eric Weinrach*
Miles M. Welch
Emma Rain Whitbeck (C)
Anna Vivian Wingate
Veronica Ann Winter*
Brenda Nnenda Wodi
Mariene Woluchem
Alexis Sylvia Yaport*
William James Yates*
Sarah Ivanna Yusupov
Ruby Virginia Zolot
Jake Conrad Zorabedian (M)
Mark Anthony Zulli

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Jorge A. Acuña (S)
Charles Howard Belknap (S)
Simone Mija Ferrantello (C)
Anastasia Mia Ferraro (M)
Josue Flores (S)
Salim Mohammad
David Nichols
Zeeshan Nissar*
Zachary Ettore Nordstrom (M)
Gina Marie Pizzolo
Dorothy Ruan (C)
Luca Domenico Rugiano

Conservatory of 
Theatre Arts

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Lex Alston 
Alexander David Bickerstaff (S)
Jack Patrick Boggan (M)
Amanda Lauryn Browne (M)*
Aleesha Dawnelle Carroll
Joseph Augusto Cobb (M)
Jonathan Sawyer Coffin (M)
Soren Alf Correia (S)
Maya Angeline Dougherty- 
   Harris
Alexander El Shourbagy (C)
Elyssa Rose Eliseo
Breanna Renee Garske
Abraham Tadg Gonzalez*
Adam Tarek Hamdy
Kiana Denise Howard
Anaela Lia Hurt (M)
Addison Paul Jenkins*
Jordan Paul Johnston*
Andrew E. Jones*
Sadie Patricia Kalinowska- 
   Werter (C)
Amanda Margaret Katz (C)
Alexis Jillian Kilburn (S)
Samantha Kay Lynch
Matthew Paul McCormick
Reynaldo Jeremy Nuñez
Erin Rachel Pollack (M)
Perry Dwayne Pollard
Zanneya Maxine Marie Pomales*
Kyra Nicole Powell
Ian Albert Remmers (C)
Lawrence Seth Rosenblatt
Michaela Elizabeth Savoie (C)*
Bernard Albert Harrison  
   Scudder (C)
Megan Elizabeth Stacey (S)
Mikaela J. Steele
Claudia Veronica Swidzinski (C)
Afdal Elena Tehseldar
Destiny Tompkins

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS

Owen Hartt Arthur
Julia Marie Bobbins
Allon Borenshtein

Xavier Boyer
Kori Elaun Broadnax
Mason R. Brooks (M)
Sara Elizabeth Busch (S)
Elizabeth Ann Cook
Miranda Tatiana Cuellar
Davin Ismael DeCicco
Michael Louis Donato (M)
Courteni Janel Dunbar
Ryan Paul Dziedziech (M)
Jaysen Todd Engel (M)
Giana M. Fanelli
Nina Leigh Field
Abigail Nicole Filiaggi (C)
Amber Louise Hennes (C)
Elizabeth Kelly Hoy
Kristin Sarah Katz
Kylie Renee Madden
Julia Siobhan McCabe
Devin Carroll McNamara
Edward Montoya
Krystal Anaís Navarro
Colin Digaetano Nickel (M)
Erin Kelly Noble
Cristy Nunez
Alicia Ann Pilgrim
Tessa Danielle Pilon
Travis Raeburn
Heather Kathryne Rhoads- 
   Newby
Anthony Rigaglia (C)
Jacob Avery Rodriguez
Joshua Eric Rusinov (C)
Caulin S. Salvi
Francesca Briana Sebastiano
Chelsie Marie Sutherland
Aubrey Diane Weeks (S)
Jason Alexander Wilks
Samantha Dawn Wood
Xianmi Zhang
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View the 2020 Commencement Celebration Videos at  
purchase.edu/commencement

Special Thanks

To the Purchase College Association, especially Joseph Smeraglino, and the
Purchase College Foundation for their generous support;

To the Senior Speaker Selection Committee, chaired by Mary Garcia;

To the Commencement Coordination Committee:

To the Communications & Creative Services staff, especially Nancy Diaz, 
Jessica DeAngelis, James Gallagher, Timothy Guiliano, and Kristi McKee;

To the Purchase College Facilities staff;

To the volunteer student staff and the college staff for their assistance during the 
Commencement Exercises; and

To Joe Ferry & The Big Ska Band

Keisha Martin, Chair
Carrie Bianchi
Nadege Boisson Pardo 
Jessica Bullock
Kimberly Cook
Nancy Diaz
JeanMarie Garofolo                
Caitlin Houlihan

Trudy Milburn
Patrick Savolskis 
Sheryl Secor
Jennifer Shingelo 
Joseph Smeraglino  
John Taylor 
Barbara Washington  
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