Purchase College MARC U*STAR Honors Scholarship Program 
MARC – Maximizing Access to Research Careers 

U*STAR – Undergraduate Student Training in Academic Research 
Application 2020
PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY
♦ Majoring in Biology, Biochemistry, Chemistry, Environmental Studies, Mathematics/Computer Science, or Psychology

♦ Plan to complete a PhD or combination MD/PhD in the biomedical or behavioral sciences

♦ 3.3 cumulative GPA 

♦ Entering junior year Fall 2020
♦ Citizen, noncitizen national, or permanent resident of the United States

♦ Member of one of the following groups:
· An ethnic or racial group underrepresented in the sciences (African Americans, Hispanic Americans, American Indians, Alaska Natives, or Native Hawaiians and other Pacific Islanders)
· Individuals with disabilities, defined as a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities
· Individuals from disadvantaged backgrounds who meet at least two of the following criteria: (1) were or are currently homeless; (2) were or are currently in the foster care system; (3) were eligible for the Federal Free and Reduced Lunch Program for two or more years; (4) have/had no parents or legal guardians who completed a bachelor’s degree; (5) were or currently are eligible for Federal Pell grants; (6) received support from the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children as a parent or child; (7) grew up in a US rural area or Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services-designated Low-Income and Health Professional Shortage Areas
FINANCIAL SUPPORT

♦ Scholarship funds toward tuition, fees, and health insurance for the junior and senior year

♦ $1,092 per month living stipend for the junior and senior year

♦ Travel to and housing during conferences and summer research program
RESEARCH TRAINING & PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
♦ 4 semesters of research at Purchase College

♦ 10 weeks of summer research at a major research institution
♦ Opportunities to present research at scientific conferences

♦ Professional development seminars

♦ Leadership opportunities
♦ Assistance with graduate school applications
Questions and completed applications should be submitted to:

Linda Bastone, Chair of the School of Natural and Social Sciences 

Natural Sciences Building, Room 2065, Purchase College, SUNY

 914-251-6634

 linda.bastone@purchase.edu
Purchase College MARC U*STAR Scholarship Program
The Purchase College MARC U*STAR Scholarship Program is sponsored by the National Institute of General Medical Sciences and National Institutes of Health (NIGMS/NIH) to support juniors and seniors from underrepresented groups who intend to pursue a PhD or MD/PhD (the program cannot support students who plan to pursue a MD only). 
MARC Scholars receive financial, academic, and administrative support, allowing scholars to devote full attention to their studies. Each MARC scholar will receive a scholarship to Purchase College and extensive research training during their junior and senior year. Scholars will attend a summer research internship at a research university during the summer after junior year. MARC scholars must maintain a 3.3 GPA, participate in all program activities, and remain committed to pursuing a PhD. 
APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS
Please complete the following steps:
​​​​_____ MARC U*STAR Application 
_____ Personal Statement (one page single-spaced) 
_____ Transcript(s) from all colleges attended (can be unofficial)
_____ Resume (if available)

_____ Request recommendations (and give attached forms to) two professors 

Applications are due on Friday, February 28th, 2020.

Applicants will be contacted for an interview. 
Proof of citizenship (copy of a United States birth certificate or certificate of citizenship) or permanent residency (copy of "green card") are required prior to official acceptance into the program. 
Questions and completed applications should be submitted to:

Linda Bastone, Chair of the School of Natural and Social Sciences 

Natural Sciences Building, Room 2065, Purchase College, SUNY

 914-251-6634

 linda.bastone@purchase.edu
MARC U*STAR APPLICATION 2020

Please type your responses in the highlighted areas below.
Last Name        .
 
First Name       . 

Middle Initial       .                        
Student ID Number      .
Gender      .
 

Date of Birth      .


Cell Phone #           .

Permanent Address      .
E-mail         .  
Please provide the name, town, and state of your high school      .
SAT Scores: Highest Verbal      . Highest Math      .
Major or Planned Major      .
Number of semesters required before graduation in this major (not including this semester)     .
Do you plan to pursue a PhD or MD/PhD?     .
If yes, in what area?      .
Are you currently enrolled at Purchase College?     .
If No, have you submitted a Purchase College admission application?     .
List all other colleges and universities attended:
College/University 
Major 


GPA 




     .


     .


     .
     .


     .


     .

     .


     .


     .

Background Information: 
Are you eligible for a Pell Grant?     .
Are you the first member of your family to attend college?     .
Do you have a disability?     . If yes, give a brief description      .
Are you a member of EOP or MAP?     .
Race and Ethnicity (check all that apply) 

American Indian or Alaskan Native     .Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander      .
Asian      .Black or African American     .Hispanic or Latino      .White      .
Other (please describe)     .
Citizenship 
a. Are you a citizen of the United States of America?     . 

b. If you are not a U.S. Citizen, are you a Permanent Resident?     .

c. I am not a U.S. Citizen or Permanent Resident of the United States.     .
References Ask two faculty members to serve as references. Provide them with the attached form and supply their contact information below. 

First Reference: Name      . email      . 



Second Reference: Name      .
 email      .
PERSONAL STATEMENTS

Each of the following personal statements should be written in essay form. The purpose of these statements is to describe your academic goals (Personal Statement 1) and academic challenges (Personal Statement 2), and to demonstrate your writing skills. 
Personal Statement 1: Academic Goals
In one essay (approximately 500 words), describe: (1) your academic and career goals; (2) reasons for pursuing these goals; (3) why you would like to pursue a PhD; and (4) how earning a PhD will enable you to pursue your academic and career goals.

Personal Statement 2: Academic Challenges
In one essay (approximately 500 words), describe: (1) your most meaningful academic accomplishment and failure; (2) how these experiences shaped how you approach challenges today; (3) significant challenges that may prevent you from achieving your goals; (4) how you plan to overcome these challenges.
Applicant's Name ________________________________________________
Purchase College MARC U*STAR Scholarship Program
Recommendation Form

To be completed by a professor who can give insight to the applicant’s potential for success in a PhD or MD/PhD program. 
The MARC U*STAR Program at Purchase College is a grant-funded training program sponsored by the National Institute of General Medical Sciences and National Institutes of Health (NIGMS/NIH). The program supports talented undergraduate students from underrepresented groups. This program supports full-time juniors and seniors who intend to pursue a PhD or MD/PhD. The program is not intended to support students who plan to pursue a MD only. 
Each MARC Scholar will receive a scholarship and extensive research training at Purchase College during their junior and senior year.  Scholars will also attend a summer research program at a research university after junior year. Scholars participate in program seminars, conferences, research meetings, and community service activities. 
Please write a letter that addresses the following questions 

1. How do you know the applicant? 
2. Describe the applicant’s academic strengths and weaknesses and discuss the extent to which these will enable this student to: 
a) benefit from the MARC U-STAR program 

b) complete a BA or BS 

c) gain access to a PhD program

Please e-mail your recommendation to Linda.Bastone@purchase.edu
Applicant's Name ________________________________________________
Purchase College MARC U*STAR Scholarship Program
Recommendation Form

To be completed by a professor who can give insight to the applicant’s potential for success in a PhD or MD/PhD program. 
The MARC U*STAR Program at Purchase College is a grant-funded training program sponsored by the National Institute of General Medical Sciences and National Institutes of Health (NIGMS/NIH). The program supports talented undergraduate students from underrepresented groups. This program supports full-time juniors and seniors who intend to pursue a PhD or MD/PhD. The program is not intended to support students who plan to pursue a MD only. 
Each MARC Scholar will receive a scholarship and extensive research training at Purchase College during their junior and senior year.  Scholars will also attend a summer research program at a research university after junior year. Scholars participate in program seminars, conferences, research meetings, and community service activities. 
Please write a letter that addresses the following questions 

1. How do you know the applicant? 
2. Describe the applicant’s academic strengths and weaknesses and discuss the extent to which these will enable this student to: 

a) benefit from the MARC U-STAR program 

b) complete a BA or BS 

c) gain access to a PhD program

Please e-mail your recommendation to Linda.Bastone@purchase.edu
