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GRE Analytical Writing Prep
What is the GRE?
· The GRE is not a realistic measurement of how well you’ll do in grad school
· It is not a realistic measure of how intelligent you are
· The GRE assesses how well you take the GRE
Analytical Writing
· Analyze an issue
· Analyze an argument
How to crack the writing section
· Read a few sample essay responses on the ETS website. Reverse outline their structure: what do they say and where do they say it?
· Read through the sample topics. Write out a few practice responses. Outline a few more responses, and talk through the topics with a study partner for as many as you can. The idea is to become familiar with the structure of the questions and responses through practice. 
· Manage your time. After you’ve written a few practice responses at your own space, write a few responses under timed conditions: 30 minutes. During the test, you should plan to spend 5-7 minutes planning your response, 20 minutes writing, and save the remaining time to proofread and edit. Given the time restraints, no one expects your response to be perfect, but take the time to clean up glaring errors.  
· Use scratch paper to plan your response. Jot down notes as you brainstorm, and then draw a brief outline: P1, intro. P2, x. P3, y. etc.
Question Formats
Analyze an Issue
This section will present a claim about an issue of general interest. Your job is to present your own position on the issue, using reasons and examples to support your claim. This section is evaluated based on the skill with which you articulate and support your position, rather than looking for a “correct” answer. 
1. Closely read the question, and take note of the specific instructions (see below).
2. Examine the issue from all sides; imagine answers from multiple perspectives. Then select the position you find most compelling, and that you have the most reasons to use as support. It helps to jot down notes during this process. 
3. It can help to ask yourself these questions while planning your response:
· What, precisely, is the central issue?
· What precisely are the instructions asking me to do?
· Do I agree with all or any part of the claim? Why or why not?
· Does the claim make certain assumptions? If so, are they reasonable?
· Is the claim valid only under certain conditions? If so, what are they?
· Do I need to explain how I interpret certain terms or concepts used in the claim?
· If I take a certain position on the issue, what reasons support my position?
· What examples — either real or hypothetical — could I use to illustrate those reasons and advance my point of view? Which examples are most compelling?
4. Look for a counterargument: what reasons might someone use to refute or undermine my position? Then consider how to acknowledge or defend against those views in the essay. Acknowledging the validity of opposing views, then demonstrating why your claim is ultimately more persuasive, makes your argument more complex and ultimately more compelling. 
It is important that you address the central issue according to the specific instructions. Each task is accompanied by one of the following sets of instructions:
· Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.
· Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.
· Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.
· Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.
· Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.
· Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your position.
Analyze an Argument
This task assesses your ability to understand, analyze and evaluate arguments according to specific instructions and to convey your evaluation clearly in your writing. Each topic consists of a brief passage in which the author makes a case for some course of action or interpretation of events by presenting claims backed by reasons and evidence. Your task is to discuss the logical soundness of the author's case by critically examining the line of reasoning and the use of evidence.
Remember that you are not being asked to:
· discuss whether the statements in the argument are true or accurate.
· agree or disagree with the position stated.
· express your own views on the subject being discussed (as you were in the Issue task).

1. In reading the argument, you should pay special attention to:
· what is offered as evidence, support or proof
· what is explicitly stated, claimed or concluded
· what is assumed or supposed, perhaps without justification or proof
· what is not stated, but necessarily follows from or underlies what is stated
2. Identify the argument’s structure. What is the author’s line of reasoning, and is it logical? Look for signal or transition words like however, thus, therefore, evidently, hence, etc. You do not need to name the specific types of logical fallacy, but just that an error in logic has occurred.
3. Identify the argument’s key claims, conclusions, and assumptions. Evaluate their validity. 
4. Think of as many alternative examples and counterarguments as you can. 
5. Think of additional evidence that might weaken or support the argument. 
6. Ask yourself what changes in the argument would make the reasoning more sound. 
7. Plan your response: jot down notes during the previous steps, and now organize them into a brief outline. 
It is important that you address the argument according to the specific instructions. Each task is accompanied by one of the following sets of instructions:
· Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.
· Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions, and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.
· Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.
· Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the advice and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the advice.
· Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.
· Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the prediction and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the prediction.
· Write a response in which you discuss one or more alternative explanations that could rival the proposed explanation and explain how your explanation(s) can plausibly account for the facts presented in the argument.
· Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be addressed in order to decide whether the conclusion and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to the questions would help to evaluate the conclusion.
Key terms and concepts:
· alternative explanation — a competing version of what might have caused the events in question that undercuts or qualifies the original explanation because it too can account for the observed facts
· analysis — the process of breaking something (e.g., an argument) down into its component parts in order to understand how they work together to make up the whole
· argument — a claim or a set of claims with reasons and evidence offered as support; a line of reasoning meant to demonstrate the truth or falsehood of something
· assumption — a belief, often unstated or unexamined, that someone must hold in order to maintain a particular position; something that is taken for granted but that must be true in order for the conclusion to be true
· conclusion — the end point reached by a line of reasoning, valid if the reasoning is sound; the resulting assertion
· counterexample — an example, real or hypothetical, that refutes or disproves a statement in the argument
· evaluation — an assessment of the quality of evidence and reasons in an argument and of the overall merit of an argument
Topics
The questions that appear on the test will be drawn from the list published on the ETS website (excerpted below). The wording might be slightly different, but the overall issues and arguments appear on the Pool of Issue Topics and Pool of Argument Topics lists. 
It is impossible to fully prepare for each potential topic; however, it will be helpful to do practice runs. Begin by writing out some responses at your own pace, and work up to writing out responses within the 30-minute time limit. It may also help to just outline or talk through your responses for some prompts; this gives you the practice of reading the question and planning a response without the time it takes to write it out.
Pool of Issue Topics:
Each Issue topic consists of an issue statement or statements followed by specific task instructions that tell you how to respond to the issue. The wording of some topics in the test might vary slightly from what is presented here. Also, because there may be multiple versions of some topics with similar or identical wording but with different task instructions, it is very important to read your test topic and its specific task directions carefully and respond to the wording as it appears in the actual test.
1. As people rely more and more on technology to solve problems, the ability of humans to think for themselves will surely deteriorate.
Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.
2. To understand the most important characteristics of a society, one must study its major cities.
Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.
3. Educational institutions have a responsibility to dissuade students from pursuing fields of study in which they are unlikely to succeed.
Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.
4. Scandals are useful because they focus our attention on problems in ways that no speaker or reformer ever could.
Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.
5. Claim: Governments must ensure that their major cities receive the financial support they need in order to thrive.
Reason: It is primarily in cities that a nation's cultural traditions are preserved and generated.
Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.
6. A nation should require all of its students to study the same national curriculum until they enter college.
Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.
7. Some people believe that government funding of the arts is necessary to ensure that the arts can flourish and be available to all people. Others believe that government funding of the arts threatens the integrity of the arts.
Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.
8. Claim: In any field—business, politics, education, government—those in power should step down after five years.
Reason: The surest path to success for any enterprise is revitalization through new leadership.
Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim and the reason on which that claim is based.
[bookmark: _GoBack]See more potential issue topics here.
Pool of Argument Topics:
Each Argument topic consists of a passage that presents an argument followed by specific task instructions that tell you how to analyze the argument. The wording of some topics in the test might vary slightly from what is presented here. Also, because there may be multiple versions of some topics with similar or identical wording but with different task instructions, it is very important to read your test topic and its specific task directions carefully and respond to the wording as it appears in the actual test.
1. Woven baskets characterized by a particular distinctive pattern have previously been found only in the immediate vicinity of the prehistoric village of Palea and therefore were believed to have been made only by the Palean people. Recently, however, archaeologists discovered such a "Palean" basket in Lithos, an ancient village across the Brim River from Palea. The Brim River is very deep and broad, and so the ancient Paleans could have crossed it only by boat, and no Palean boats have been found. Thus it follows that the so-called Palean baskets were not uniquely Palean.
Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.
2. The following appeared as part of a letter to the editor of a scientific journal.
"A recent study of eighteen rhesus monkeys provides clues as to the effects of birth order on an individual's levels of stimulation. The study showed that in stimulating situations (such as an encounter with an unfamiliar monkey), firstborn infant monkeys produce up to twice as much of the hormone cortisol, which primes the body for increased activity levels, as do their younger siblings. Firstborn humans also produce relatively high levels of cortisol in stimulating situations (such as the return of a parent after an absence). The study also found that during pregnancy, first-time mother monkeys had higher levels of cortisol than did those who had had several offspring."
Write a response in which you discuss one or more alternative explanations that could rival the proposed explanation and explain how your explanation(s) can plausibly account for the facts presented in the argument.
3. The following appeared as a letter to the editor from a Central Plaza store owner.
"Over the past two years, the number of shoppers in Central Plaza has been steadily decreasing while the popularity of skateboarding has increased dramatically. Many Central Plaza store owners believe that the decrease in their business is due to the number of skateboard users in the plaza. There has also been a dramatic increase in the amount of litter and vandalism throughout the plaza. Thus, we recommend that the city prohibit skateboarding in Central Plaza. If skateboarding is prohibited here, we predict that business in Central Plaza will return to its previously high levels."
Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.
4. The following appeared in a letter from a homeowner to a friend.
"Of the two leading real estate firms in our town—Adams Realty and Fitch Realty—Adams Realty is clearly superior. Adams has 40 real estate agents; in contrast, Fitch has 25, many of whom work only part-time. Moreover, Adams' revenue last year was twice as high as that of Fitch and included home sales that averaged $168,000, compared to Fitch's $144,000. Homes listed with Adams sell faster as well: ten years ago I listed my home with Fitch, and it took more than four months to sell; last year, when I sold another home, I listed it with Adams, and it took only one month. Thus, if you want to sell your home quickly and at a good price, you should use Adams Realty."
Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.
5. The following appeared in a letter to the editor of the Balmer Island Gazette.
"On Balmer Island, where mopeds serve as a popular form of transportation, the population increases to 100,000 during the summer months. To reduce the number of accidents involving mopeds and pedestrians, the town council of Balmer Island should limit the number of mopeds rented by the island's moped rental companies from 50 per day to 25 per day during the summer season. By limiting the number of rentals, the town council will attain the 50 percent annual reduction in moped accidents that was achieved last year on the neighboring island of Seaville, when Seaville's town council enforced similar limits on moped rentals."
Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be sure to explain how the answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.
6. Arctic deer live on islands in Canada's arctic regions. They search for food by moving over ice from island to island during the course of the year. Their habitat is limited to areas warm enough to sustain the plants on which they feed and cold enough, at least some of the year, for the ice to cover the sea separating the islands, allowing the deer to travel over it. Unfortunately, according to reports from local hunters, the deer populations are declining. Since these reports coincide with recent global warming trends that have caused the sea ice to melt, we can conclude that the purported decline in deer populations is the result of the deer's being unable to follow their age-old migration patterns across the frozen sea.
Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.
See more potential Argument topics here.





Source: ETS Free GRE Test Preparation Materials

6

