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GRE Verbal Reasoning Prep
What is the GRE?
· The GRE is not a realistic measurement of how well you’ll do in grad school
· It is not a realistic measure of how intelligent you are
· The GRE assesses how well you take the GRE
Verbal Reasoning
· Reading Comprehension
· Text Completion
· Sentence Equivalence
How to crack the verbal section
· Read, write, and speak vocab
To help you really learn the words you are likely to see on the test, go beyond just flashcards. Read a lot of high-level writing, and look up any words you don’t know or aren’t sure of. Make an effort in anything you write to use these new words. Use these words in conversation. This will help you really internalize the definitions.
· Predictable Questions
The beauty of a standardized test is that it is, well, standardized. ETS wants you to see each problem as a new challenge to solve, but there are really only 3 question structures.
· Read Carefully 
Look for signal words like “although,” “however,” “nevertheless,” etc.; this is one way the test can try to trip you up. 
· Using Scratch Paper
Work through problems on scratch paper to help you visualize what the question is really asking, to eliminate answers, etc. 
Question Formats
Reading Comprehension: 
A series of questions are based on a reading passage; answers are multiple choice, either choose one or check all that apply. Passages come from a variety of sources, and you are not expected to be familiar with the content. All of the information you need to answer the question is contained within the passage—never rely on outside knowledge. 
Always read through the passage carefully before trying to answer any questions.
· Look for the main idea, and the supporting evidence. 
· Distinguish between the author’s argument and statements of fact. 
· Distinguish between argument and speculation. 
· Look for transitions from one idea to the next; what relationship do these transitions reveal? Are the ideas contrasting? Does one support the other, or elaborate in greater detail? 
Then read the question carefully before trying to answer; pay attention to whether it’s asking for the positive or negative choice (i.e., which of the following themes does not appear in the passage?). The answer will be the one that most accurately and most completely answers the question; do not choose an option that only partially answers the question. 

When the question asks you to select one answer, use the process of elimination; eliminate any answers which cannot be true, and then choose between the remaining answers. When the question asks you to select one or more answer choices, evaluate each answer on its own merit in relation to the passage—do not use the other answer choices as context. The last question format is select-in-passage, which asks you to choose the sentence in the passage that meets a certain description. For longer passages, the question will specify one or two paragraphs. Questions 1 to 3 are based on this passage.
Reviving the practice of using elements of popular music in classical composition, an approach that had been in hibernation in the United States during the 1960s, composer Philip Glass (born 1937) embraced the ethos of popular music in his compositions. Glass based two symphonies on music by rock musicians David Bowie and Brian Eno, but the symphonies' sound is distinctively his. Popular elements do not appear out of place in Glass's classical music, which from its early days has shared certain harmonies and rhythms with rock music. Yet this use of popular elements has not made Glass a composer of popular music. His music is not a version of popular music packaged to attract classical listeners; it is high art for listeners steeped in rock rather than the classics.
Select only one answer choice.
1. The passage addresses which of the following issues related to Glass's use of popular elements in his classical compositions?
a. How it is regarded by listeners who prefer rock to the classics
b. How it has affected the commercial success of Glass's music
c. Whether it has contributed to a revival of interest among other composers in using popular elements in their compositions
d. Whether it has had a detrimental effect on Glass's reputation as a composer of classical music
e. Whether it has caused certain of Glass's works to be derivative in quality
Consider each of the three choices separately and select all that apply. 
2. The passage suggests that Glass's work displays which of the following qualities?
a. A return to the use of popular music in classical compositions
b. An attempt to elevate rock music to an artistic status more closely approximating that of classical music
c. A long-standing tendency to incorporate elements from two apparently disparate musical styles
Select-in-Passage
3. Select the sentence that distinguishes two ways of integrating rock and classical music.


1. Readers can immediately eliminate B as an option, because the passage does not mention anything about commercial success. C and D can also be eliminated, because the passage does not discuss other composers or Glass’s reputation. This leaves A and E; E, the question of whether using popular elements has made Glass’s work derivative, can immediately be connected to sections of the passage like “distinctively his” and “shared certain harmonies and rhythms.”  A sounds like it could be correct—“how it is regarded by listeners who prefer rock to the classics” sounds related to “it is high art for listeners steeped in rock rather than the classics.” However, this last sentence does not say how rock fans react to Glass’s work, but merely for whom Glass’s work is written. Thus, the correct answer is E. 
2. Since the passage says that Glass revived the use of popular music in classical compositions, answer choice A is clearly correct. On the other hand, the passage also denies that Glass composes popular music or packages it in a way to elevate its status, so answer choice B is incorrect—he is not trying to compose rock music, he is composing classical music for rock listeners. Finally, since Glass's style has always mixed elements of rock with classical elements, answer Choice C is correct. Thus the correct answer is Choice A and Choice C.
3. Almost every sentence in the passage refers to incorporating rock music in classical compositions, but only the last sentence distinguishes two ways of doing so. It distinguishes between writing rock music in a way that will make it attractive to classical listeners and writing classical music that will be attractive to listeners familiar with rock. Thus the correct answer is the last sentence of the passage.
Text Completion:
Fill in the blank with the best word choice(s), using the context of the surrounding sentence, to create a coherent whole.
1. Read through the whole passage before reading answer choices, and try to estimate the overall meaning. 
2. Identify signal words like “although” or “moreover,” which indicate the structure of the passage. 
3. Try to fill in the blanks with your own choices of words that seem to complete the sentence, and see if similar words are offered in the answer choices. 
4. After making your choice(s), read the whole passage to yourself to check that it makes sense logically and grammatically. For each blank select one entry from the corresponding column of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text.
It is refreshing to read a book about our planet by an author who does not allow facts to be (i)__________ by politics: well aware of the political disputes about the effects of human activities on climate and biodiversity, this author does not permit them to (ii)__________ his comprehensive description of what we know about our biosphere. He emphasizes the enormous gaps in our knowledge, the sparseness of our observations, and the (iii)__________, calling attention to the many aspects of planetary evolution that must be better understood before we can accurately diagnose the condition of our planet.
[image: ]


The overall tone of the passage is complimentary; the author is praised for articulating facts without political motive. For blank (i), this means (C) can be eliminated—“does not… illuminated” would contradict the complimentary tone. (B) cannot be the answer because facts cannot be invalidated, or proven untrue, by politics; the political conversation can, however, overshadow the facts, so the answer is (A). For blank (ii), the passage says that the author does not let political disputes ______ the facts; neither (D) enhance not (F) underscore can be the answer, because each would contradict the complimentary tone. (E) obscure, though, fits nicely. Blank (iii) completes a list: “emphasizes the enormous gaps in our knowledge, the sparseness of our observations, and the _______.” The first two items in the list indicate how little we know, so (I) superficiality of our theories is the only choice that matches. 
Sentence Equivalence:
Choose two answers that each complete the sentence with the same meaning.
1. Read the whole sentence. What is the main idea?
2. Identify signal words like “although” or “moreover.” 
3. Try to fill in the blank with a word that seems appropriate to you, then see if two similar words are offered in the answer choices. If you find one word similar but cannot find a second one, do not become fixated on your interpretation; instead, see whether there are other words among the answer choices that can be used to fill the blank coherently.
4. Reread the sentence with your answer choices to check that it is logically and grammatically coherent.
**Do not just pick two synonyms from the answer choices. This can be misleading for two reasons. First, the answer choices may contain pairs of words that mean the same thing but do not fit coherently into the sentence. Second, the pair of words that do constitute the correct answer may not mean exactly the same thing, since all that matters is that the resultant sentences mean the same thing.**Although it does contain some pioneering ideas, one would hardly characterize the work as __________.
a. orthodox
b. eccentric
c. original
d. trifling
e. conventional
f. innovative


The word "Although" is a crucial signpost here. It indicates that the work contains some pioneering ideas, but apparently it is not overall a pioneering work. This means that the answers will be similar to “pioneering;” thus the two words that could fill the blank appropriately are "original" and "innovative." Note that "orthodox" and "conventional" are two words that are very similar in meaning, but neither one completes the sentence sensibly. Thus the correct answer is Choice C (original) and Choice F (innovative).
Maximize your score
Take the easy test first
The GRE offers the opportunity to mark a question and return to it. Since all the questions count equally toward your score, why not do the easy ones first? Getting questions right is far more important than getting to every question, so start with the low hanging fruit. If you see a question you don’t like, keep moving. Play to your strengths and get all of the questions that you’re good at in the bank, before you start spending time on the hard ones. It makes no sense to spend valuable minutes wrestling with hard questions while there are still easy ones on the table. It makes even less sense if you end up having to rush some easy ones (making mistakes in the process), as a result. 
However, always go back to the questions you skipped; because points are not deducted for wrong answers, it’s best to put something down even if it is a guess. Never leave a question blank, and if you don’t know the answer and are almost out of time for the section, just pick an answer.
Bend, don’t push
The GRE is nearly a four-hour-long test, so at some point during this time your brain will get tired. When this happens you will read, see, or understand questions incorrectly. Once you see a problem wrong, it is nearly impossible to see it correctly. When this happens, even simple problems can become extremely frustrating; you can continue to push on that problem all day and you won’t get any closer. 
There is a good chance you are already familiar with this frustration. The first step is to learn to recognize it when it is happening. Once you recognize that you are off track, stop and take a deep breath. Then move on to the next question. Continuing to push on a problem, at this point, is a waste of your valuable time. Most likely, the reason it was giving you trouble is that you missed something or misread something the first time around. When you come back to it, if it is still difficult, walk away again. 
Bend, don’t push. The minute you encounter any resistance on the test, walk away. Bend. There are plenty of other easier points for you to get with that time. It’s ok to take two or three runs at a tough problem. If you run out of time before returning to the question, so be it. Your time is better spent on easier problems anyway, since all problems count the same. 
When should you move on?
· You have spent more than 3 minutes on a single problem.
· Your hand is not moving.
· You don’t know what to do next.

Process of Elimination
Eliminate any obviously incorrect answers first. Then, you have fewer options to choose between if you are stuck!
Resist Opinions
Remember: you don’t have to agree with the answer—it’s about what the passage says, not what you believe. When a passage addresses a subject we are knowledgeable and passionate about, it is easy to get trapped by our investment in the issue. The question is not asking for our opinion, or even objective truth; it is merely asking about what the passage says. 
How to study
· Study regularly, every day if possible. 
· Integrate study activities into your everyday life by reading as much as possible and thinking carefully about words and meaning whenever you read, write, or converse. 
· Don’t cram.
· Take short study breaks between sessions.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Practice, Practice, Practice
· The more you read high-level vocabulary, the more your vocabulary will build. Read widely, look up words you don’t know, and answer practice questions. 
· Use all of the free materials out there! 
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The overall tone of the passage is clearly complimentary. To understand what the
author of the book is being complimented on, it is useful to focus on the second
blank. Here, we must determine what word would indicate something that the
author is praised for not permitting. The only answer choice that fits the case is
“obscure," since enhancing and underscoring are generally good things to do, not
things one should refrain from doing. Choosing "obscure" clarifies the choice for
the first blank; the only choice that fits well with "obscure" is "overshadowed.”
Notice that trying to fill the first blank before filling the second blank is hard —
each choice has at least some initial plausibility. Since the third blank requires a
phrase that matches "enormous gaps" and "sparseness of our observations,” the
best choice is "superficiality of our theories.”
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correct answer is Choice A and Choice C.
3. Almost every sentence in the passage refers to incorporating rock music in classical compositions,
but only the last sentence distinguishes two ways of doing so. It distinguishes between writing rock
music in a way that will make it attractive to classical listeners and writing classical music that will
be attractive to listeners familiar with rock. Thus the correct answer is the last sentence of
the passage.
Text Completion: fil in the blank with the best word choice(s), using the context of the surrounding sentence,
to create a coherent whole.
1. Read through the whole passage before reading answer choices, and try to estimate the overall
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