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EXT. APARTMENT COVPLEX- EARLY MORNI NG
Run down, | ow i ncone housing.
Silence fills the air then suddenly a-

LOUD ALARM CLOCK SOUNDS.

| NT. APARTMENT- JENI NE'S BEDROOM

An ALARM continues to blast in a small, run down, nearly
enpty room

JENI NE, 13, tosses on her mattress, to the sound of the 6am
wake-up call.

A BANG NG on her thin wall as an ANNOYED NElI GHBOR screans.

ANNOYED NEI GHBOR
Turn that shit off!

Jenine’s eyes open, and turn to the wall. She reaches her
armover to the alarmclock, pressing a button. The al arm
gets LOUDER

Jenine turns to the alarmand rolls her eyes.
The bangi ng persi sts.

ANNOYED NEI GHBOR
Are you fucking deaf ?!

Jeni ne keeps tapping the alarmbut it won’t shut off. She
qui ckly sits up and starts banging the alarmclock on the
ni ght st and.

ANNOYED NEI GHBCR
| " m gonna fucking kill you!

The bangi ng gets LOUDER and FASTER as the Annoyed Nei ghbor
conti nues shouting profanities.

The alarmfinally breaks, and the RI NG NG stops, along with
t he shouti ng.

Jeni ne takes a breath before she rises out of bed.



I NT. JENI NE' S APARTMENT- BATHROOM

JENINE'S MOUTH full of toothpaste. A toothbrush scrubbing
hard agai nst her enanel.

SHOWER r unni ng.

Jeni ne spits nmout hwash into the sink.

She grabs a towel off of the door, junps in the shower, and
qgui ckly begi ns SINA NG sonme nodern pop song in a terribly
out of tune voice.

| NT. JENI NE' S BEDROOM

Jenine stands in her towel, in front of a barren closet,
staring at a pathetic display of worn down, second hand

cl ot hi ng.

She sighs, closes her eyes, and grabs a randomitem

| NT. HALLWAY

Jeni ne, now dressed, wal ks through the hallway brushing her
hai r. She pushes through a bunch of junk scattered all over
the fl oor.

Jeni ne kicks a box out of the way. Toys fall out of the box
onto the floor.

| NT. LI'VING ROOM CONTI NUOUS

Jenine tosses the hair brush onto the couch. She picks up
the renote and turns the small television on.

7t h Heaven pl ays.

Jeni ne disgusted, tries to change the channel. The renote
button i s broken. She tosses the renote.

Jeni ne wal ks out the front door.

EXT. APARTMENT COWPLEX- CLUSTER MAI LBOXES
Jenine shimmy’s a key into a mail box. JAMVED. Jeni ne BANGS

hard on the nmetal. It swings open and nmail pours out on to
t he ground. She bends down to pick it up.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

CHI LD LAUGHTER. Jeni ne | ooks up to her nei ghbors bal cony. A
FATHER and hi s BABY DAUGHTER, as the Father tickles his Baby
Daught er and she | aughs uncontrol | ably.

Jeni ne stares. A VWH STLE.
Jeni ne whi ps her head around to the porch of-

BI NNY, a creepy, balding loser, in his early 30s, exiting
his apartnent in his robe, holding a beer and a pack of
cigarettes. He lights a cigarette and | ooks at Jenine like a
pi ece of neat.

BI NNY
Good nor ni ng Jeni ne!

Jenine slowy rises.

Bi nny | ooks her up and down. He sniles, revealing yellow
coated teeth.

Bl NNY
Your nonma around? |’ ve got sone

junk lying around she m ght want to
buy of f nme.

Bi nny checki ng out Jeni ne.
Bl NNY
You're just as pretty as your
nmonmma, you know t hat ?

Jenine glares then spits on the ground in Binny's direction.
She runs back towards her apartnent.

Bi nny | aughs.

Bl NNY
I’ll stop by later doll!

Bi nny takes another swig of his beer and scratches his
crotch.

| NT. JENI NE'S APARTMENT

Jeni ne shuts the door behind her and | ocks it.

7th heaven continues to play in the background. Eric Canden
is kissing his daughter, Ruthie on the forehead.

Jenine still disgusted.

CUT TO



| NT. KI TCHEN

A plate of eggs on the counter. Bacon sizzling on the stove
top. Two pieces of bread sticking out of the toaster.

Jenine sits at the table | ooking through the mail. Bills.
Bills.

AN | NVI TATI ON to "Rosenauer’s Fat her Daughter Dance." Jeni ne
holds on this for a while then tosses it on the fl oor.

A SMALL BOX with "FRAQ LE" plastered on it. A note taped on
t he box says "Happy Birthday Jenine."” Jenine tears the box
open and it’s a beautiful PORCELAI N DOLL

Jeni ne exam nes the box. Return address: "12 Soapl ane Drive"
Aletter falls out into her |ap.

Jenine opens it. Five hundred dollars cash.

| NT. JENI NE' S BEDROOM

Jenine has her hand in a slit in her mattress. Bill notices
lay on her covers. She pulls out an envelope fromthe slit.
In the envel ope a wad of cash.

Jeni ne kneels next to the bed. She sorts out different piles
of cash. She waps each pile in black construction paper and
puts themin each bill notice. She seals them up

| NT. HALLWAY

Jenine is standing outside of a door, holding a tray with
two plates of breakfast, and cups of ice. She kneels down a
little to |l ook through a small hole in the door.

JENINE' S POV

Her MOTHER |ies asleep, lost in a sea of sheets.

| NT. MOTHER S BEDROOM

The door swi ngs open. Jenine stares at her nother knocked
out. She then | ooks at the needl es, spoons, and heroin on
t he ni ght st and.

Jenine wal ks to the bed, places the tray on the edge. She
picks up a plate and places it next to the needles.

Jeni ne | ooks at her nother.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

She opens the drawer under the nightstand and brushes the
needles into it.

Jenine digs into her back pocket and pulls out forty
dollars. She places it on top of the needl es.

She sl ans the drawer cl osed.

JENI NE
Mom

Jeni ne nudges her nother.

JENI NE
Morml Br eakf ast.

Jenine grabs a pillow and slans her nomin the face.

A GRUNT from not her

Jeni ne waves bacon under her nother’s nose. No response.
She shakes her Mot her nore viciously.

JENI NE
Mom Wake up! Wake up! Wake up

Anot her GRUNT from her WMot her.

Jenine clinbs on the bed and starts junping up and down. No
response.

Jeni ne grabs the cup of ice and dunps the ice into her nonis
pants. Still nothing.

Jeni ne pl ops down. She grabs her plate.
Jenine starts eating by herself.
JENI NE
Happy fucking birthday to ne.
| NT. MOTHER S BEDROCOM M NUTES LATER

Jenine is putting a rag under her nother’s head. Using her
feet, Jenine flips her nother on her side.

She junps off of the bed and places a post-it on the plate
of food on the nightstand: "Eat."

Jeni ne | ooks down at her nother. She flips her the bird.



| NT. ROSENAUR M DDLE SCHOOL- CLASSROOM

Students sit quietly witing. MSS MACKENZI E, |ate 20s, a
wel | put together, typical |anguage arts and readi ng teacher
wal ks around the classroom handi ng out papers to students.

M ss Mackenzie stops in front of Jenine s desk.

M SS MACKENZI E
Jeni ne.

Jeni ne | ooks up.

JENI NE
Cheryl .

M ss Mackenzi e shoots Jenine a | ook of disapproval.
Jenine corrects hersel f.

JENI NE
M ss Cheryl Mackenzi e.

M ss Mackenzi e hands Jeni ne a paper back with a big "At+" on
it.

M SS MACKENZI E
Jeni ne Parker... Good job.

M ss Mackenzi e conti nues down the aisle. Jenine stares at
her paper then crunbles it up.

| NT. SCHOOL- HALLWAY- LATER
Students exit the classroom Jenine wal ks out in the m x.
LARRY, wearing a school soccer jersey wal ks up to Jenine.

LARRY
B+.

JENI NE
B+ is seventy five.

LARRY
| thought it was fifty.

JENI NE
It was fifty |ast week when you
asked ne. It junped to seventy five
when you gave ne the pronpt for the
paper the night before it was due.

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

JENI NE (cont’ d)
Late notice is a fifteen dollar up

char ge.
LARRY
You didn’t tell ne that.
JENI NE
| didn't tell you to be an idiot

ei t her.

Jenine takes a step closer to Larry.

JENI NE

Seventy five. That's the price. And
don’t act like you don’t have it.
You' re nmom pi cks up from school in
a Porsche.

Larry is quiet.

Jenine smles and puts her hand out.

Larry takes the noney out of his pocket and places it in
Jenine’'s palm

He wal ks away.

LARRY
(under his breath)
Bi t ch.
Jeni ne catches it.
JENI NE

| think what you neant to say is
"Thank you, Jenine, for all of your
hard work." Di ckhead!

Jeni ne wal ks further down the hallway and arrives at her
| ocker.

SARAH, 12, a vibrant red head opens the | ocker next to
Jeni ne.

JENI NE
Her shey’ s chocol ate bar or peanut
M&M s?

Sarah gives Jenine a friendly smle.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 8.

SARAH
Peanut M&Ms.

Jeni ne opens her |ocker wider to reveal a stash of candy,
chi ps, and other snacks. She hands Sarah a bag of peanut
M&M s. Sarah exchanges the bag with noney.

SARAH
Did your nom renenber?

JENI NE
She al ways renenbers, she’s just
never conscious for it.

Jenine is getting ready to | eave.

SARAH
Well we could celebrate tonight if
you want. At ny place?

Jenine is obviously not used to being asked to hang out and
retracts

JENI NE
| should stay hone. Spend a little
time with ny nom
The BELL RI NGS
Jeni ne rushes away.
SARAH
(shouti ng)
Anot her ti ne!

Sarah | ooks on as Jeni ne rushes away.

EXT. BANK

Jenine wal ks up to a blue mailing box and drops bill notices
i nsi de.

Jeni ne continues on to the ATM She pulls out her nother’s
card and inserts it.

She unzi ps her backpack and renoves disability checks nade
out to her Mdther fromthe bag. She deposit’s them

Cash di spenses fromthe ATM Jenine adds the noney to her
previ ous school profits.



EXT. APARTMENT COWVPLEX

Jenine is wal king towards the apartnent conplex, eating a
candy bar.

She turns a corner towards her buil ding.
Jenine is wal king up the sidewal k.
LOUD ARGUING Binny is on the phone pacing on his porch.
Bl NNY
(into phone)

You stupid fucking bitch! I'm gonna

cone over there and whoop your

fucki ng ass! You use ny shit again

and I will kill you!
Jeni ne wat ches as Binny slans the door. It pops back open.
He doesn’t notice as he rushes towards the parking |ot,
funbling with his keys.

Jenine’ s gaze on the door as she wal ks up her stoop.

| NT. MOTHER S BEDROOM

Jenine is kneeling on the floor next to the bed.

The food on the nightstand has not been touched.

The drawer bel ow the nightstand is open. The nopney i s gone.
Jenine’s Mother lies on the bed. A rubber hose tied around
her arm The needle on the sheets next to her. Her eyes w de
open.

Beat .

Jeni ne stands. She places her hand over her Mdther’s face
then cl oses her Mdther’s eyelids.

Jeni ne takes the rubber hose off of her Mother’s arm She
pi cks up the needle. She throws themin the trash can.

Jeni ne takes the plate fromthe nightstand and exits the
room



10.

| NT. KI TCHEN

Jenine is washing the plate. Wen finished, she dries it and
places it in the cabinet above the sink.

Jenine turns around and sees the porcelain doll on the
tabl e.



