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Principal Investigator:
Faculty Sponsor (if applicable): 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Research Project Title:
Date: 
Guidelines for completing each section are provided for you.  Remove these guidelines (including this section in red) prior to submitting your protocol for review.  The guidelines are to assist you in providing all the information the IRB will need to review your protocol; they are not to be included in your final document.
Goals of the Research. Describe the goals of the proposed research. 
Subjects. Who will the subjects be? How many will there be? How will they be obtained? Will they be compensated in any way for their participation? If using a recruitment poster, please submit it for review along with the protocol.
Materials and Procedure. Describe the materials to be used in the research; these include tests, questionnaires, and stimulus materials presented to the subjects (e.g., perceptual arrays, texts to be read by the subjects, etc.). All questionnaires, interview questions, surveys, and other indices should be included as an Appendix to the proposal. Describe the procedure for collection of data. For experimental research, be sure to describe what the subject will be asked to do. 
Risks to Subjects. Are there any known risks to the subjects? Risks are not limited to physical harm or risk of legal consequences; they include emotional upset, embarrassment, and damage to reputation, career or financial status. How severe are these risks? How likely are they to occur? Is there another way to do the research that avoids these risks altogether? 
Benefits. What benefits are to be derived from this research? What will you learn from doing this research that will be of benefit to the subject or to others? 
Procedures for Obtaining Informed Consent. How will you ensure that your subjects understand what you are asking them to do, are participating voluntarily, and are aware of their rights? Please note that, in addition to the consent of the subjects themselves, the Informed Consent of a parent or legal guardian is needed if your subjects are minors under the age of 18, or are not considered competent to give informed consent. The Statement of Informed Consent should be included as an Appendix to the proposal. When collecting data anonymously through web-based surveys, participants must be presented with a statement of informed consent prior to the start of the survey questions. Participants may indicate their consent to participate by responding affirmatively to a consent question posed immediately after the Informed Consent Statement in lieu of signing a physical Informed Consent Statement.
Procedures for Protecting Subject Confidentiality. How will you ensure that your subjects’ confidentiality is protected? Who will see the data? Where will the data be stored? If it is necessary to retain the subjects’ names or other identifiers, how will you ensure that their responses cannot be linked to identifying information? For studies that involve the collection of sensitive information, such as health or medication history, sexual preference, or illegal behavior, the IRB recommends that such information be collected through web-based surveys and that the data may only be shared with student researchers after all potentially identifying information is removed from the file by the faculty sponsor. The IRB recommends collecting data anonymously whenever possible. 
Procedures for Debriefing and Aftercare. Describe what provisions you will make to insure that your subjects suffer no lasting effects as a result of participation in your research. Include provisions for professional care if there is any risk of lasting consequences. All participants should be debriefed verbally. Additionally, written debriefing statements are required for research involving deception or research that has the potential to cause physical harm or emotional distress. Include information about aftercare resources when relevant.
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