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3ol Book Reviews

Hechislehre: Political, Metaphysical, Phudosophy and P noutenological
Reserrch, forthcoming. )

what then is a defender of categorical principles, like Hoffe, to do? Loosen, |
think, the grip of the empirical/a priori schema, Acknowledge that pavehologi-
cal, sociological, cultural, economic, and political facts are already shot
through with value. (Kant knew this. Froperty, for instance, is a fact, bur it is
also ‘intelligible’ ‘possessio voumenon’ (Metaphysics of Maorals, trans. Mary Cire-
gor, Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University Press, 1991, p. 71,
[ Ak 6:zq0]).) Then take to the trenches and defend one's categorical commit-
ments substantively, rather than transcendentally. Hotfe tells us that “the crite-
rion of universal morality is universalizability fowt court” {p. 543 But why
should this be sof Presumably, this criterion is derived from Kant’s commit-
ment to the unconditional value of each person’s autonomy. Whal motivates
this commitment? Answering these questions substantively, and not merely
farmally, beging Lo give one the sort of moral compass that is actually useful in
assessing which practices preserve and promote one's unconditioned goad,
and which don't,

Kant himself substantively defended the unconditioned good of autonomy
as freedom from the degradations of natural determination and as awe-inspir-
ing power to set one’s own ends, When faced with the sk of building a system
of law or settling a policy issue, Kant combined attention to this good with
sensitive, olten persuasive, but by no means unassailable readings of piven
conditions—which he recognized as complex combinations of the natural and
the moral. In the Meraphysics of Morals, for instance, Kant negotistes the diffi
cult question of how to punish duellists and infanticides in a way that is at
once puided by respect for human autonomy (the unconditioned good ),
responstve 1o the aims and linits of law (as buzilt around this pood), and keenly
aveare of the Fact that, for better or worse, social and peer pressare had created
the powerful motive of “honowr’. (See my *On Kant, Infanticide, and Finding
Oneself in a State of Natuee, Zeitschrft fiir philosophische Forschung, 54 (2],
2000, PP. 173585

Haffe is absolutely correct that we need critical leverage, and is pechaps cor-
rect that such leverage is best conceived in terms of categorical principles. Tam
less confident, however, that the empiricalfa priori framewaork he offers for
critical leverage is the best one {or the job.
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