Incomplete Sentences/ Fragments
An incomplete sentence is usually the result of writing exactly what we’re thinking.  Example:  “I have to go to the store today.  Need to pick up apples and bananas.”  That second sentence is incomplete; it’s missing a subject.  As you read over your paper, ask yourself who is doing what in each sentence.  If you can’t come up with a full answer, you have an incomplete sentence.  A fragment is a dependent clause, a list, a phrase or any piece of a sentence that does not form a complete sentence on its own.

· FRAGMENT: The rain in Spain falls.  mainly, on the plain.

· COMPLETE SENTENCE: The rain in Spain falls mainly on the plain.

· FRAGMENT: Because they both use death as a theme.

· COMPLETE SENTENCE: We can compare Sylvia Plath to Emily Dickinson because they both use death as a theme.

