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Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes in General Education:  

Summary Report (GENED-2)
Policies and Procedures
Consistent with SUNY policies, the Report of the Provost’s Advisory Task Force on the Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes, Guidelines for the Implementation of Campus-Based Assessment and policies and guidance from the General Education Assessment Review (GEAR) Group, SUNY campuses with undergraduate students assess student learning in the general education learning outcome areas that are part of the SUNY General Education Requirement on a three-year cycle.   Each campus has a general education assessment plan approved by the General Education Assessment Review (GEAR) Group and completes a Summary Report on the assessments it completes.  

Procedural change.  For each completed review, chief academic officers are asked to keep a completed electronic copy of this GENED-2 form, or the same information in another format.  The Office of the Provost at System Administration may request the form for periodic audits based on samples of campuses.  
	a.  Name of Institution (and branch if relevant)

	PURCHASE COLLEGE


	b.  Year of Previous Assessment
	c.  Year of Current Assessment

	2005-06; except Mathematics = 2006-07
	2008-09


	d.  Campus Contact Name
	e.  Email

	Bill Baskin
	Bill.baskin@purchase.edu


	f.  Student Outcome Areas Included in Report (Check all that apply.)

	__ American History
	__Humanities
	__Other World Civilizations

	Basic Communication

_x_Written

_x_ Oral
	_x_Information Management
	__Social Sciences

	_x_Critical Thinking (Reasoning)
	_x_Mathematics
	__The Arts

	__ Foreign Language


	_x_Natural Sciences


	__Western Civilization




Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes in General Education:  

Summary Report (GENED-2)

1. DESCRIBE PROGRAM IMPROVEMENTS MADE AS A RESULT OF THE PREVIOUS ASSESSMENT OF GENERAL EDUCATION.
Written and Oral Communication, Critical Thinking, and Information Management:

a. Greater emphasis and more time on the research paper appears to have resulted in improved research skills. This emphasis needs to persist.

b. Faculty development workshops need to be continued and expanded if possible.  Here the goal is increased consistency in improving student performance to meet the student learning outcomes.

c. The apprenticeship program with Sarah Lawrence College has become a significant source of new faculty and has brought a greater consistency in the teaching of College Writing across the College.  The program needs to be maintained, with the goal of hiring only faculty who are already knowledgeable about the course, its students, and its methods.
Mathematics:

a. The development of more meaningful mathematics SLOs raises the question of priorities in math gen ed courses, a question which will be examined as part of the college-wide gen ed review that is currently underway.

b. To improve basic computational skills, more class time could be devoted first to discussing computational techniques such as estimating and then to actually doing computations.
Natural Sciences:

a. The overarching goals of the Science in the Modern World Program need to be integrated with the SUNY Natural Science gen ed education goals.  The College will work to implement this correlation for the next Natural Science gen ed report, due to SUNY 9/1/08.

b. An understanding of scientific applications promotes understanding (as opposed to mere memorization) of the associated scientific formulas.  Therefore SMW will work toward developing a deeper understanding of the applications of science that goes beyond superficial ability to manipulate formulas.

c. Performing experiments is not only enjoyable for students but leads to increased student learning.  Where possible, SMW sections will develop one or more experiments that students can perform at home and report on as homework or in class.

2. IN THE COURSE OF CONDUCTING THIS CYCLE OF ASSESSMENT, WERE THERE ANY SIGNIFICANT DEVIATIONS FROM THE PLAN THAT WAS APPROVED BY THE GENERAL EDUCATION ASSESSMENT REVIEW (GEAR) GROUP?   If so, please comment on why the campus felt that it was necessary to make these changes and how these changes may have affected findings, if at all.
There were no deviations.

3. DESCRIBE THE MAJOR FINDINGS OF THIS ASSESSMENT.
NOTE:  More specific data (for campus use only) are found in Appendices 1 and 2.
Written and Oral Communication, Critical Thinking, and Information Management:

The above outcomes are assessed in LWR 1110, College Writing, Purchase College’s required English composition course.

After a pilot last year, this year Purchase College implemented Strengthened Campus-Based General Education assessment for the designated written communication and critical thinking outcomes. Those results are contained in the 09 Purchase Gen Ed outcomes chart.

In addition, Purchase implemented a second reader system to improve inter-rater reliability in accordance with the SUNY GEAR Group guidelines.  Those results are contained in Appendix 1 (for campus use only).

Major findings are:

a. The revising process resulted in significantly increased paper length, from 5.1 pp. in the first draft to 7.5 pp. in the final draft, for a mean increase of 2.5 pp. per paper. This finding provides evidence that students are doing serious revision (adding and enriching content), and not just line editing (correcting surface errors).

b. On the other hand, revision is the least well-satisfied criteria, with about 15% of the sample not meeting standards.

c. The first two readers disagreed in about one-third of the cases. In 7/9 cases, the third reader agreed with the second reader, rather than with the first reader (the course instructor). The data does not appear to allow a determination of whether the outside (second and third) readers give higher or lower scores than the first reader.

d. Papers for norming sessions should be selected from the previous year’s sample papers. 

Mathematics:

Major findings are:

a. The vast majority of students are meeting or exceeding the outcomes, even in very large classes.
b. On the other hand, while most students master the concepts, there are a substantial number who do not.

Natural Sciences:

Major findings are:

a. Significantly more students demonstrate an understanding of scientific methods (outcome 1) than are able to apply scientific data, concepts, and models (outcome 2).

b.  Student participation in class appears to be a major determinant of their ability to meet these standards.

4. DESCRIBE THE ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN TO ADDRESS THESE SPECIFIC FINDINGS, SHOWING THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE FINDINGS AND THE RESPONSE.

Written and Oral Communication, Critical Thinking, and Information Management:

Actions to be taken are:

a. The current course requirement of three drafts of three papers (in addition to separate short writing assignments) appears to be effective in encouraging revision and should be retained.
b. We need to explore why 15% of students are not meeting revision standards and to develop strategies for reducing that percentage.

c. We need to figure out whether outside readers are scoring students more or less strictly and then explore ways to decrease reader discrepancies in scoring. 
d. We will select papers for norming sessions from the previous year’s sample papers. 

Mathematics:

Actions to be taken are:

a. Increase efforts encouraging students to ask questions in class and to use office hours.  
b. Explore effectiveness of existing tutorial services.
Natural Sciences:
Actions to be taken are:

a. Make efforts to increase student engagement in class by incorporating more interactive learning, field exercises, and lab work where possible,
b. Consider focusing labs more on student design of experiments rather than completion of standard expertiments.

5. AS APPLICABLE, DESCRIBE WHAT HAS BEEN LEARNED THAT COULD BE HELPFUL IN YOUR NEXT ASSESSMENT CYCLE.  
Written and Oral Communication, Critical Thinking, and Information Management:

See actions to be taken above.
Mathematics:

Faculty may need to use a more direct approach, such as singling out questions that are now on the final and midterm as opposed to attempting to extract from Excel, postings, and presentations.
Natural Sciences:
See actions to be taken above.
Please use additional space if needed.  Additional information to meet campus needs may also be included.
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