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ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

IN GENERAL EDUCATION

SUMMARY REPORT

Use this form to provide a summary report on campus-based assessment

of student learning outcomes in General Education
	


Name of Institution: 

PURCHASE


Academic Year:
2005-06
{specify name of branch campus, if relevant}

Campus contact person for this assessment:   bill.baskin@purchase.edu
	


Program improvements made as a result of the previous assessment of General Education:

AMERICAN HISTORY

Insufficient sample.  The College will secure a sufficient sample for 06-07 and report on the American History outcomes next year.

NATURAL SCIENCE

Due to an insufficient sample in 04-05, the College is reporting on the Natural Science gen ed SLOs this year. There has been no prior assessment.

BASIC COMMUNICATION, CRITICAL THINKING, INFORMATION MANAGEMENT
(all satisfied by LWR1110 College Writing)

(1) The Research Paper Unit of the College Writing course has been expanded, and synthesis skills, which are the most difficult to master, have received greater emphasis.

(2) A series of faculty development workshops are conducted for new faculty over the summer and for new and continuing faculty during the fall semester.

(3) The Director of Writing has developed an apprenticeship relationship with the MFA Writing Program at Sarah Lawrence College, whereby Sarah Lawrence graduate students come to Purchase, take the tutor training course, Teaching Good Prose, simultaneously serve as peer mentors for a section of College Writing, subsequently work in the campus Learning Center, and may eventually be engaged to teach College Writing themselves.  As this relationship matures, the program is increasingly able to hire adjunct faculty, who are knowledgeable about the writing program’s aims, students, and pedagogy, thus improving the experience for the student and promoting consistency through the many sections of the course. 

(4) The Director of Writing has also developed a peer mentoring program, whereby College Writing graduates recommended by their instructors also take the tutor training course, and are then qualified to work in the Learning Center.

(5) Since the last assessment, the College has recalibrated the way it evaluates the data, resulting in more accurate results (in the 2002-3 assessment, under the old method, an unrealistically large number of students exceeded standards.)

In the course of conducting this cycle of assessment, were there any significant deviations from the plan that was approved by the General Education Assessment Review (GEAR) Group?  If so, please comment on why the campus felt that it was necessary to make these changes and how these changes may have affected the reported results, if at all.

There were no deviations.
Major findings of this assessment and action to be taken in addressing these assessment findings:
NATURAL SCIENCE

Spring 2006 marked the first semester of Purchase College’s new SUNY-approved natural gen ed curriculum, Science in the Modern World (SMW). SMW consists of a variety of sections that share a similar structure and a set of common, overarching goals and student learning outcomes, but each section has a different theme through which the common goals will be achieved. 

(1) The overarching goals of the Science in the Modern World Program need to be integrated with the SUNY Natural Science gen ed education goals.  The College will work to implement this correlation for the next Natural Science gen ed report, due to SUNY 9/1/08.

(2) An understanding of scientific applications promotes understanding (as opposed to mere memorization) of the associated scientific formulas.  Therefore SMW will work toward developing a deeper understanding of the applications of science that goes beyond superficial ability to manipulate formulas.

(3) Performing experiments is not only enjoyable for students but leads to increased student learning.  Where possible, SMW sections will develop one or more experiments that students can perform at home and report on as homework or in class.

BASIC COMMUNICATION, CRITICAL THINKING, INFORMATION MANAGEMENT
(all satisfied by LWR1110 College Writing)

(1) Greater emphasis and more time on the research paper appears to have resulted in improved research skills. This emphasis needs to persist.

(2) Faculty development workshops need to be continued and expanded if possible.  Here the goal is increased consistency in improving student performance to meet the student learning outcomes.

(3) The apprenticeship program with Sarah Lawrence College has become a significant source of new faculty and has brought a greater consistency in the teaching of College Writing across the College.  The program needs to be maintained, with the goal of hiring only faculty who are already knowledgeable about the course, its students, and its methods.

What has been learned that could be helpful to others as they conduct assessment of General Education:

NATURAL SCIENCE

See major findings above.

BASIC COMMUNICATION, CRITICAL THINKING, INFORMATION MANAGEMENT
(all satisfied by LWR1110 College Writing)

See major findings above.

METHODOLOGY

For each Knowledge and Skills Area and Competency assessed in this cycle, indicate:

· the assessment criteria used to determine whether students are meeting the program’s goals and objectives;

· the sampling procedures used to choose students who provided data for the assessment, as well as a description of the sample itself.

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

NATURAL SCIENCE RUBRICS (modified from Alfred State College)

	Outcome #1: METHODS
	OBSERVATION
	HYPOTHESIS TESTING
	DATA COLLECTION
	EXPERIMENTATION
	EVALUATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA

	4 Exceeds
	Observations of a natural setting or an experimental situation are reported in full and accurate detail.
	A hypothesis is appropriately applied through an experiment or observation and its heuristic value is identified
	An appropriate source of data is identified, categories are established, and data collected with model thoroughness.
	An experiment is designed which will appropriately test a hypothesis, yield meaningful data, and is within the means and resources of the experimenter.
	Appropriate measures of data are identified and thoroughly applied and proper significance is assigned.

	3 Meets
	Observations of a natural setting or an experimental situation are reported in significant detail.
	A hypothesis is appropriately selected, but application does not yield full potential of the hypothesis’ heuristic.
	An appropriate source of data is identified, categories are established, and data collected.
	An experiment is designed which will appropriately test a hypothesis, yield meaningful data, but is not fully within the means and resources of the experimenter.
	Appropriate measures are identified and applied and evidence shown of understanding of their significance.

	2 Approaches
	Observations of a natural setting or an experimental situation accurately identify some detail.
	A hypothesis is selected and limited application is made.
	A source of data is identified, but imited categories are established, and data collected.
	An experiment is designed which is relevant to a hypothesis, could potentially yield meaningful data, but is not developed enough to determine whether it can be carried out.
	Measurement is attempted according to some logical schema and significance is referenced.

	1 Does not meet
	Observations of a natural setting or an experimental situation identify few significant features and/or lacks detail.
	 No evidence of understanding of the role of the hypothesis in scientific method.
	No evidence of understanding of what is an appropriate source of data.
	No evidence is given of understanding of the relationship between hypotheses and research design.
	No evidence of understanding the applicability of measurement to data or its significance.


	Outcome 2:

APPLICATION
	SCIENTIFIC DATA
	CONCEPTS
	MODELS

	4 Exceeds
	Evidences effective application of scientific data to family, work, or civic roles.
	Evidences awareness of the role of scientific concepts in social and economic development and employs scientific concepts effectively 
	Has constructed an appropriate scientific model and demonstrated its heuristical or educational use.

	3 Meets
	Evidences understanding of how data applies to one or more life roles.
	Evidences awareness of the role of scientific concepts in social and economic development and their effective application by others.
	Has employed an existing model to appropriately demonstrate a scientific concept or principle.

	2 Approaches
	Recognizes the application by others of scientific data to a life role.
	Evidences awareness that scientific concepts exist and are sometimes effectively applied.
	Shows awareness that models may be employed to demonstrate scientific concepts or principles.

	1 Does not meet
	No recognition of relationship between scientific and life roles.
	No evidence of awareness of the human social significance of scientific concepts.
	Shows no evidence of understanding the uses of models.


BASIC COMMUNICATION, CRITICAL THINKING, INFORMATION MANAGEMENT
(all satisfied by LWR1110 College Writing)

College Writing uses a variety of sequenced criteria sheets for its sequence of three drafts of three papers: a personal narrative, an analytical essay, and a research paper.  Most of the basic communication, critical thinking, and information management are assessed based on the third and final draft of the research paper.  Criteria sheets (rubrics) for the research paper and for the oral presentation follow:

CRITERIA SHEET: COLLEGE WRITING FINAL (RESEARCH) PAPER

1. Writing Style and Mechanics: Do paragraphs clearly flow from one to another? Are there good transitions? Clear and correct sentence structure and grammar? Good choice of words? Do surface errors distract the reader from what the author is trying to say?

A
 B
 C

D

F

2. Focus and Organization: Does the paper fully address the assignment, with a clear introduction that serves as a roadmap to the paper, a well-organized body, and a strong conclusion? Does the paper stay on topic, or wander and go in and out of focus? Is the principle of organization clear? Are the parts well ordered or could they benefit from reorganization? Does the body of the paper continue the ideas asserted at the opening? Does it have a clear position of its own, or does it just summarize, without developing an argument? Is the argument articulated clearly and discussed in a systematic fashion with clear "point sentences" throughout the paper? 

A
 B
 C

D

F

3. Development: Is the paper sufficiently detailed, giving and analyzing relevant examples both from the readings and original examples that the author comes up with? Does the author quote from many texts in relevant and interesting ways? Does the paper provide evidence for its assertions, using quotations for support, then explaining why the quotation supports what is being asserted?

A
 B
 C

D

F

4. Perspective and Analysis: Is the author’s point of view effectively presented? Does the paper express and take seriously different points of view, besides the author’s? Does the paper employ cultural analysis; that is, does it work to explore tensions and contradictions that exist in a particular time period, relating the topic to the larger values of the time? Does it employ historical analysis, that is, does it work to explore similarities as well as differences that have developed over time, and analyze the significance of these similarities and differences?

A
 B
 C

D

F

5. Synthesis: Does the author synthesize the various texts we have read by organizing them around particular ideas rather than discussing them author by author? Is the paper organized in terms of controlling concepts, not by authors? (You cannot get credit for organizing author by author.)

A
 B
 C

D

F

6. Voice and Tone: Is paper interesting to read? Does it convey a sense of the author’s voice and the author as a real person involved in exploring significant issues? Is the tone appropriate to the audience? Does the paper encourage readers to take the author seriously?

A
 B
 C

D

F

7. Citation and Bibliography: Does the paper correctly use a single appropriate format (MLA, APA, etc) for citations and bibliography?

A
 B
 C

D

F

8. FOR DRAFTS TWO AND THREE ONLY Revision: Has the author has made major revisions in this draft, incorporating additional material, adding detail and quotations, depth and complexity, and generally making the paper more persuasive and interesting to read?

A
 B
 C

D

F

ORAL PRESENTATION RUBRIC (adapted from SUNY Geneseo and Alfred State College)

	
	ORGANIZATION
	SUPPORT MATERIAL
	PRESENTATION
	EXPRESSION

	A
	-The development of ideas is easy to follow.

-The discourse has a strong clear thesis

- Main points and linkages among them are clear and well-developed
	-Excellent use of a wide range of support material.

-Citation of sources is complete and excellent.

-Extensive use of research.
	-Delivery is extemporaneous.

-Voice modulation and gestures are appropriate and dynamic.

-Delivery is fluent.

-Well rehearsed.
	-Use of language is elegant, clear, and vivid.

-Superior adaptation of grammar and diction to the audience and occasion.

	B
	-The development of ideas can b e followed.

-The discourse has a clear thesis.

-Main points and linkages among them are clear and developed.
	-Effective use of varied and accurate -support materials,

-Citation of sources is complete.

-Good use of research
	-Delivery is mostly extemporaneous.

-Voice modulation and gestures are appropriate.

-Delivery is fluent.

-Pretty well rehearsed.

-Adequately rehearsed.
	-Use of language is concise and clear.

-Good adaptation of grammar and diction to the audience and occasion.

	C
	-The development of ideas can be followed.

-The discourse has a clear thesis.

-Main points and linkages among them are clear but need more development.
	-Some use of accurate supporting material.

-Citation of sources is consistent.

-Adequate use of research.
	-Delivery is occasionally extemporaneous.

-Some voice modulation and gestures

-Delivery is adequate.
	-Use of language is occasionally wordy or ambiguous.

-Satisfactory adaptation of grammar and diction to the audience and occasion.

	D
	-The development of ideas can sometimes be followed.

-This discourse has a thesis, but it is too broad or unclear.

-Main points are undeveloped or linkages among them are unclear.
	-Little use or inaccurate use of support material.

-Citation of sources is inconsistent.

-Limited use of research.
	-Delivery is manuscript bound.

-Voice modulation and gestures are limited.

-Delivery is halting, awkward, or too fast.

-Inadequately rehearsed.
	-Use of language is frequently wordy or ambiguous.

-Limited adaptation of grammar and diction to the audience and occasion.

	F
	-The development of ideas is hard to follow

-The discourse has no discernable thesis.

-Main points are unstructured and linkages are absent
	-Lack of supporting material.

-Citation of sources is incorrect or absent.

-Poor use of research
	-Delivery is manuscript bound and use of notes is obtrusive.

-Poor delivery and no gestures

-Delivery detracts from presentation

-Unrehearsed.
	-Use of language makes presentation hard to understand.

-Poor adaptation of grammar and diction to the audience and occasion.


SAMPLING PROCEDURES AND DESCRIPTION OF SAMPLE:

NATURAL SCIENCE, BASIC COMMUNICATION, CRITICAL THINKING, INFORMATION MANAGEMENT
Purchase College has taken a course-embedded approach to general education assessment, concentrating on engaging faculty in classroom assessment.  We have focused first on courses that are taken by the greatest numbers of students, e.g. College Writing, and Culture and Society in the West I and II .  The goal is gradually to spread assessment throughout all courses that satisfy a given general education requirement.  We have met with varying degrees of success, depending on the requirement, the number of years we have been engaged in assessment, and the number of courses involved.  With some requirements, we are currently assessing virtually all students attempting the requirement.  It is our aim to extend this to as many knowledge and skill areas as possible. 

Purchase’s Outcomes Assessment Task Force believes that the college should continue this approach, as the one most likely to promote faculty engagement in assessment and to result in meaningful improvement in student performance. However, the College is developing sampling procedures for the written communication, critical thinking, and mathematics outcomes, in preparation for SUNY’s strengthened campus-based general education assessment.

Chief Academic Officer:    




               Date: 
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