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ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

IN GENERAL EDUCATION

SUMMARY REPORT

Use this form to provide a summary report on campus-based assessment

of student learning outcomes in General Education
	


Name of Institution: 

PURCHASE


Academic Year:
2004-05

{specify name of branch campus, if relevant}

	


Program improvements made as a result of the previous assessment of General Education:

NATURAL SCIENCES

No prior assessment.

SOCIAL SCIENCES

No prior assessment.

OTHER WORLD CIVILIZATIONS
No prior assessment.

THE ARTS

No prior assessment.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE

No prior assessment.

In the course of conducting this cycle of assessment, were there any significant deviations from the plan that was approved by the General Education Assessment Review (GEAR) Group?  If so, please comment on why the campus felt that it was necessary to make these changes and how these changes may have affected the reported results, if at all.

There were no deviations
Major findings of this assessment and action to be taken in addressing these assessment findings:
NATURAL SCIENCES

An inadequate sample was obtained.  Procedures to insure an adequate sample will be developed and results reported again next year.
SOCIAL SCIENCES

(1) Most students who do the work meet or exceed standards. Motivation tends to be a problem for those who don’t. 

(2) Some students have difficulty reading articles and applying social scientific concepts to them. This can be addressed by designing assignments and activities in class to develop these skills.

(3) More students demonstrate knowledge of social science concepts and issues than knowledge of social science methods. When faculty present research results, an explanation of the research methods used may help to address this.
OTHER WORLD CIVILIZATIONS
(1) Some students do not have the writing skills required to demonstrate competency. Properly designed homework assignments and in-class essays can help improve these skills.

(2) Some students do not do all the readings.  Here again, brief writing assignments geared toward specific readings will encourage students to complete all the readings and identify areas that need additional work in class.

(3) Generally, even students hesitant to engage with a non-western culture seem to be happy that they have done so.
THE ARTS

(1) Digital techniques are increasingly employed in more and more of the arts.  They are wonderful pedagogical tools, but presuppose a basic familiarity with computers.

(2) The arts/liberal arts student mix works well in many arts gen ed courses, but care needs to be taken that initial assignments are given in non-studio discourse specific language.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE

(1) Many students take language courses to earn the credits more than to learn the language.  Increasing student interaction and focusing on culture, history, and geography may improve motivation.

(2) Students who did not exceed standards were absent more than those who did.  We will stress how crucial attendance is when learning a foreign language.

What has been learned that could be helpful to others as they conduct assessment of General Education:

NATURAL SCIENCES

An inadequate sample was obtained.  Procedures to insure an adequate sample will be developed and results reported again next year.
SOCIAL SCIENCES

(1) Tailor class assignments to specific outcomes.

(2) Make methodologies (outcome 2) an explicit part of each course and build them into homework assignments and class activities.

OTHER WORLD CIVILIZATIONS
(1) Use of rubrics helps to document assessment real-time, to give students immediate feedback, and to pinpoint areas that require further work.  Also see response to previous question.

THE ARTS

(1) Specialized digital technology enhances instruction in a variety of arts fields, provided that students have the computing fundamentals to build on.

(2) Making gen ed arts courses more accessible to liberal arts students can enhance their value for the arts students by including non-specialist perspectives.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Increased student interaction makes beginning language courses more effective.

Chief Academic Officer:    




               Date: 
 



	


Name of Institution: 
PURCHASE


Academic Year:
2004-05

{specify name of branch campus, if relevant}

METHODOLOGY:

For each Knowledge and Skills Area and Competency assessed in this cycle, indicate:

· the assessment criteria used to determine whether students are meeting the program’s goals and objectives;

· the sampling procedures used to choose students who provided data for the assessment, as well as a description of the sample itself.

	


ASSESSMENT CRITERIA:
NATURAL SCIENCES RUBRICS (modified from Alfred State College)

	Outcome #1: METHODS
	OBSERVATION
	HYPOTHESIS TESTING
	DATA COLLECTION
	EXPERIMENTATION
	EVALUATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA

	4 Exceeds
	Observations of a natural setting or an experimental situation are reported in full and accurate detail.
	A hypothesis is appropriately applied through an experiment or observation and its heuristic value is identified
	An appropriate source of data is identified, categories are established, and data collected with model thoroughness.
	An experiment is designed which will appropriately test a hypothesis, yield meaningful data, and is within the means and resources of the experimenter.
	Appropriate measures of data are identified and thoroughly applied and proper significance is assigned.

	3 Meets
	Observations of a natural setting or an experimental situation are reported in significant detail.
	A hypothesis is appropriately selected, but application does not yield full potential of the hypothesis’ heuristic.
	An appropriate source of data is identified, categories are established, and data collected.
	An experiment is designed which will appropriately test a hypothesis, yield meaningful data, but is not fully within the means and resources of the experimenter.
	Appropriate measures are identified and applied and evidence shown of understanding of their significance.

	2 Approaches
	Observations of a natural setting or an experimental situation accurately identify some detail.
	A hypothesis is selected and limited application is made.
	A source of data is identified, but limited categories are established, and data collected.
	An experiment is designed which is relevant to a hypothesis, could potentially yield meaningful data, but is not developed enough to determine whether it can be carried out.
	Measurement is attempted according to some logical schema and significance is referenced.

	1 Does not meet
	Observations of a natural setting or an experimental situation identify few significant features and/or lacks detail.
	 No evidence of understanding of the role of the hypothesis in scientific method.
	No evidence of understanding of what is an appropriate source of data.
	No evidence is given of understanding of the relationship between hypotheses and research design.
	No evidence of understanding the applicability of measurement to data or its significance.


	Outcome 2:

APPLICATION
	SCIENTIFIC DATA
	CONCEPTS
	MODELS

	4 Exceeds
	Evidences effective application of scientific data to family, work, or civic roles.
	Evidences awareness of the role of scientific concepts in social and economic development and employs scientific concepts effectively 
	Has constructed an appropriate scientific model and demonstrated its heuristic or educational use.

	3 Meets
	Evidences understanding of how data applies to one or more life roles.
	Evidences awareness of the role of scientific concepts in social and economic development and their effective application by others.
	Has employed an existing model to appropriately demonstrate a scientific concept or principle.

	2 Approaches
	Recognizes the application by others of scientific data to a life role.
	Evidences awareness that scientific concepts exist and are sometimes effectively applied.
	Shows awareness that models may be employed to demonstrate scientific concepts or principles.

	1 Does not meet
	No recognition of relationship between scientific and life roles.
	No evidence of awareness of the human social significance of scientific concepts.
	Shows no evidence of understanding the uses of models.


SOCIAL SCIENCES RUBRIC (adapted from SUNY Geneseo)

Learning Activities: Assignments or test questions, which measure the outcomes in a social science discipline, scored using the rubric below.
	                       OUTCOMES

STANDARDS
	Knowledge of Social Science

Major Social Science Concepts, Major Social Science Models, Major Social Science Concerns
	Methods Of Social Science

Observation, Hypothesis Development, Document Analysis, Case Study, Experiment, Measurement, Statistical Analysis, or Interpretive Analysis

	4 Exceeding
	The student demonstrated a clear understanding of the relative merits of at least two social science models.
	The student demonstrated a clear understanding of at least two of the methods used by social scientists.

	3 Meeting
	The student demonstrated a clear understanding of at least one social science model.
	The student demonstrated a clear understanding of at least one of the methods used by social scientists.

	2 Approaching
	The student could distinguish between the concepts, models, and concerns of social science and those of other liberal arts disciplines, but misunderstood important elements of social science knowledge.
	The student could distinguish between the methods of social science and other liberal arts disciplines, but failed to clearly describe even one social science method

	1 Not Meeting
	The student could distinguish between the concepts of social science and those of other liberal arts disciplines.
	The student could not distinguish between the methods of social science and other liberal arts disciplines.


OTHER WORLD CIVILIZATIONS RUBRIC (adapted from Alfred State and SUNY Geneseo)

Students will demonstrate:

• knowledge of EITHER a broad outline of world history,

• OR the distinctive features of the history, institutions, economy, society, culture, etc., of one non-Western civilization.

	EITHER
	Broad Outline of World History                 OR
	Features of one non-Western Civilization

	4 Exceeding
	Student demonstrates a sophisticated knowledge of the narrative of world history
	Student demonstrates thorough knowledge of many distinctive features of one non-Western civilization

	3 Meeting
	Student demonstrates a basic knowledge of the narrative of world history
	Student demonstrates adequate knowledge of several distinctive features of one non-Western civilization

	2 Approaching
	Student demonstrates some knowledge of world historical events, but cannot connect them in narrative form.
	Student demonstrates superficial knowledge of a few of the distinctive features of one non-Western civilization

	1 Not Meeting
	Student is unable to demonstrate knowledge of the narrative of world history
	Student is unable to demonstrate knowledge of the distinctive features of one non-Western civilization


HUMANITIES

The A Paper (exceeds standards)
Thesis:  Easily identifiable, plausible, novel, sophisticated, insightful, crystal clear.

Structure:  Evident, understandable, appropriate for thesis. Excellent transitions from point to point.  Paragraphs support solid topic sentences.

Use of evidence:  Primary source information used to buttress every point with at least one example.  Examples support mini-thesis and fit within paragraph.  Excellent integration of quoted material into sentences.

Analysis:  Author clearly relates evidence to "mini-thesis" (topic sentence); analysis is fresh and exciting, posing new ways to think of the material.

Logic and argumentation:  All ideas in the paper flow logically; the argument is identifiable, reasonable, and sound.  Author anticipates and successfully defuses counter-arguments; makes novel connections to outside material (from other parts of the class, or other classes) that illuminate thesis. 

Mechanics:  Sentence structure, grammar, and diction excellent; correct use of punctuation and citation style; minimal to no spelling errors; absolutely no run-on sentences or comma splices.

The B Paper (meets standards)

Thesis:  Promising, but may be slightly unclear, or lacking in insight or originality.

Structure:  Generally clear and appropriate, though may wander occasionally.  May have a few unclear transitions, or a few paragraphs without strong topic sentences.

Use of evidence: Examples used to support most points.  Some evidence does not support point, or may appear where inappropriate.  Quotes well integrated into sentences.

Analysis:  Evidence often related to mini-thesis, though links perhaps not very clear.

Logic and argumentation:  Argument of paper is clear, usually flows logically and makes sense.  Some evidence that counter-arguments acknowledged, though perhaps not addressed.  Occasional insightful connections to outside material made.

Mechanics:  Sentence structure, grammar, and diction strong despite occasional lapses; punctuation and citation style often used correctly.  Some (minor) spelling errors; may have one run-on sentence or comma splice.

The C Paper (meets standards)

Thesis:  May be unclear (contain many vague terms), appear unoriginal, or offer relatively little that is new; provides little around which to structure the paper.

Structure:  Generally unclear, often wanders or jumps around. Few or weak transitions, many paragraphs without topic sentences. 

Use of evidence:  Examples used to support some points.  Points often lack supporting evidence, or evidence used where inappropriate (often because there may be no clear point). Quotes may be poorly integrated into sentences.

Analysis:  Quotes appear often without analysis relating them to mini-thesis (or there is a weak mini-thesis to support), or analysis offers nothing beyond the quote.

Logic and argumentation:  Logic may often fail, or argument may often be unclear.  May not address counter-arguments or make any outside connections.

Mechanics:  Problems in sentence structure, grammar, and diction (usually not major).  Errors in punctuation, citation style, and spelling.  May have several run-on sentences or comma splices.

The D Paper (approaches standards)

Thesis:  Difficult to identify at all, may be bland restatement of obvious point.

Structure:  Unclear, often because thesis is weak or non-existent. Transitions confusing and unclear.  Few topic sentences.

Use of evidence:  Very few or very weak examples.  General failure to support statements, or evidence seems to support no statement.  Quotes not integrated into sentences; "plopped in" in improper manner.

Analysis:  Very little or very weak attempt to relate evidence to argument; may be no identifiable  argument, or no evidence to relate it to.

Logic and argumentation:  Ideas do not flow at all, usually because there is no argument to support.  Simplistic view of topic; no effort to grasp possible alternative views.

Mechanics:  Big problems in sentence structure, grammar, and diction.  Frequent major errors in citation style, punctuation, and spelling.  May have many run-on sentences and comma splices.

The F Paper (does not meet standards)

Shows obviously minimal lack of effort or comprehension of the assignment.  Very difficult to understand owing to major problems with mechanics, structure, and analysis.  Has no identifiable thesis, or utterly incompetent thesis.

Source: adapted from http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/med/rubric.html itself adapted from a internet post by Patrick Rael <prael@polar.Bowdoin.EDU>, " Re: what to say to students", [H-Teach@msu.net], 2 April 1996

FOREIGN LANGUAGE

	Foreign Language 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES  

                      Students will demonstrate:
	Number of Students Assessed
	Number

Exceeding

Standards
	Number

Meeting Standards
	Number

Approaching

Standards
	Number

Not Meeting

Standards

	Basic proficiency in the understanding and use of a foreign language
	
	
	
	
	

	Knowledge of the distinctive features of culture(s) associated with the language they are studying
	
	
	
	
	


Scoring:  A = exceeds; B or C = meets; D = approaches; F = does not meet

THE ARTS RUBRIC (adapted from SUNY Geneseo)
	
	Portfolio/Performance
	Craftsmanship
	Interpretation/

Analysis

	4 Exceeding
	The student demonstrates an understanding of the principles and elements used in the art form under study, sensitivity to, and creativity with the medium chosen.  The work produced is of high quality, and presented in a professional manner.
	The student demonstrates exemplary knowledge of a variety of techniques in working with their chosen art form, and some historical knowledge of the uses and development of the medium chosen
	The student demonstrates an exemplary ability to analyze and interpret the art form under study at a high level.

	3 Meeting
	The student demonstrates an understanding of the principles and elements used in the art form under study, sensitivity to, and creativity with the medium chosen.  The work produced is of medium quality, and is presented in a somewhat professional manner.
	The student demonstrates proficient knowledge of a variety of techniques in working with their chosen art form, and some historical knowledge of the uses and development of the medium chosen
	The student demonstrates a proficient ability to analyze and interpret the art form under study at a medium level.

	2 Approaching
	The student demonstrates an understanding of the principles and elements used in the art form under study, and some sensitivity to, and creativity with the medium chosen.  The work produced is of developing quality, and is presented in an acceptable manner.
	The student demonstrates developing knowledge of a variety of techniques in working with their chosen art form, and some historical knowledge of the uses and development of the medium chosen
	The student demonstrates a developing ability to analyze and interpret the art form under study at a beginning level.

	1 Not Meeting
	The student demonstrates an understanding of some of the principles and elements used in the art form under study, but has difficulty demonstrating sensitivity to, or creativity with the medium chosen.  The work produced is of substandard quality, and is presented in a non-professional manner.
	The student demonstrates deficient knowledge of a variety of techniques in working with their chosen art form, and insufficient historical knowledge of the uses and development of the medium chosen
	The student demonstrates deficiencies in his/her ability to analyze and interpret the art form under study.


SAMPLING PROCEDURES AND DESCRIPTION OF SAMPLE:
FOR ALL KNOWLEDGE AND SKILL AREAS AND COMPETENCIES:

Purchase College has taken a course-embedded approach to general education assessment, concentrating on engaging faculty in the practice of assessment in the classroom.  We have focused first on courses that are taken by the greatest numbers of students, e.g. College Writing, Culture and Society in the West I and II.  Instead of developing a sampling procedure, we prefer gradually to spread assessment throughout all courses which satisfy a given general education requirement.  We have met with varying degrees of success, depending on the requirement, the number of years we have been engaged in assessment, and the number of courses involved.  With some requirements, we are currently assessing virtually all students attempting the requirement.  It is our aim to extend this to as many knowledge and skill areas as possible. 

Purchase’s Outcomes Assessment Task Force believes that the college should continue this approach, as the one most likely to lead to faculty engagement in classroom assessment and result in meaningful improvement in general education courses and in student performance.
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